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T'hAT there are witches, divines cannot doubt, fince 
the, word of God hath ordained that no witch fhali live; 
nor lawyers in Scotland, feeing our -law ordains it to be 
puniflied with death. And though many lawyers in 
•Holland, and elfe where, do think, ,that albeit the'^e were 
witches under the law, yet there ar<e none under the 
gofpel; the devil’s power haring ceafed, as to thefe, as 
well as in his giving refponfes -by of acles. 

I. Wierus, that great patron of witchcraft, endeavours 
to maintain his opinion by thefe arguments, i. That 
fiich as are accufcd of witchcraft, are ordinarily filly- 
old ^women, whole age and fex difpofeth them tp 
melancholy, and whofe melancholy difpofeth them to a 
madnefs, which fliould render their confdlions vcryfufpecl- 
cd, and in this crime there are feldom other proofs, whereas 
the things confeffed are~ fo horrid, that it cannot be 
imagined any reafonable creature would commit them. 
2. God can only work the miracle aferibed to witches, 
lie who is the author of nature being only able to alter or 
divert its courfe : And the devil doth “but delude the 

fancy of poor creatures, as fevers and melancholy mifre- 
prefent obje&s. Nor are fiich as arc cheated in the one 
'more guilty than they who are fick of the other. And 
it is fercrc to burn men and women for doing that which 
is concluded impoffible to be done by them. 3. It is 
unjuft to punifh them for doing ill by charms, except it 
jcould be firft proved that thefe charms produced the 
<ffeds that are punifrabre-; and lawyers fliould argue thus, 
thofe who kill or hurt men or beaus by unlawful means, 
sire punifhable by death. But fo it is, that witches and 
xdiarmers kill men and beafts by unlawful means* and 
therefore ought to “be punifhed. bjr death, of which 
fyllogifm Wierus denies the miqor ; for it can never be 
•provjjd that verfes, crofles, or laying flefhin the threfhold, 
*&c. can deftroy men of beafts, “tpefe being caufes very* 
idifproportionable to fuch effe&s, there being no contact 
betwixt the agent and patient in thefe cafes* 4. Thefe 
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ifrbo execute the will of God are not piinifhable, for 
that is their duty, and fo cannot be their crime. But fa 
it is, that whatever the devil o t witches do, is decreed by 
God either for trial or punifhmtnt exprefsly, fciid with- 
out his permiffion nothing can be done. And if the* 
devil were not a&ing here by obedience, or were atf 
liberty, he would not leave any ont mart undeflroyed* or 
any of God’s works undefaced. 

But that there are witches, and tfiat they are punifh- 
able capitally, not only when they poifon or murder, but 
even for enchanting and deluding the world, is clear by 
an exprefs text, Exod xxii. verfe 1 8. “ Thou (halt not 
fuffer a witch to live.” And it U obfervable, that the 
feme word which exprefles a witch here, is that which 
is ufed in Exod. vii. to exprefs thofe' magicians Whof 
deluded only the people by transformirfg a rod into a? 
ferpent, as Mofes had done, though no ptffon wa& pr£-> 
judged by their cheat and illufion. Likeas, Lev. xxix. 
and 27. it is ordained' that “a man or a ’woman that? 
bath a familiar fpirit, or that is a wizard, fhall furely be* 
put to death; they fhall ftone them with v flenes; their 
blood fhall be upon them.” Which laws were in fuch* 
obfervation amongfl the Jews, that the witch of Endor, 

I Sam. xxwiii. was afraid to ufe her forcery before the king, 
becaufe the king had cut off thefe who had familiar 
fpirits and wizards out of the land. And fo great in- 
dignation did the eternal God bear to this fin, that he 
did deftroy the ten tVibes of Ifrael becaufe they Wer<5 
addi&ed to it. '» 

Nor were the Jews only enemies to this vice, but evert 
the Heathens, following the dilates of nature, punifhed 
witches as enemies to the author of it ; for the Perfians 
dafhed their heads againfl ftones, as Minfing obferves^ 
ad. Item lex Cornelia inft. de pub. and Tacitus, lib. ii. 
Annal. tells us that Publius Marcius and Pituanlis, were; 
executed for this ciime ; for which likewife \KWeriu» 
Maximus, lib vi. cap* iii. tells us that Publicia and Lu- 
•inia were with threefcore and ten other Romans hanged. 
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But fin ce it is exprefsly condemned in fcripture, and 
many general councils, fuch as Aurelian, Toletan, and 
Anaciritan, it fhould not be lawful for us to debate what 
the law hath exprefsly condemned, by the fame rcafon* 
.that we fhould deny witches, we rnuft deny the truth of 
all hiftory, ecclefiaflic and fecular. It is fure that the 
devil having the power and will to prejudge mea, cannot 
but be ready to execute all that is in witchcraft : And it 
is as credible that God would fuffer men to be convinced 
by thefe means, that there ave fpirits, and that by thefe 
means he would give continued proofs of his power 
in repre fling the devil, and of the neceffity that filly- 
men, have of depending upon his infinite power. 

To the former arguments it may be anfwered, that a* 
to the fir ft, all fins and vices are the effe&s of delufion j 
uaor are witches more deluded by melancholy, than mur- 
derers are by rage and revenge. And though it hatb 
■never beerf feen, that perfons naturally mad, have been 
-either guilty of, or puniflied for this crime, the devil 
defigning in this crime to gain only fuch as can damn 
cthemfelves by giving a free confent. Yet if madnefa 
could be proved, or did appear ; it would certainly defend 
fcoth agaii*ft the guilt and puniflunent : And therefor© 
!fuch a feries of clear circumftances fhould concur before 
a perfon be found guilty of this crime, as fhould fecure 
the pannel, and fatisfy the judge fully ia the quaerie* 
.IBut fincc daily experience convinces the world that there 
may be fuch a crime, and that the law exa&s either 
confeffion, or clear proofs, who can condemn the law an 
vigorous' in this cafe, fince, withdut believing thefe, there 
could be no juftice adihiniftered, and whilft judges fhun- 
ned to punifh it in fome cafes, they behoved to fuffer it 
from the fame arguments to go unpun ifhed in all 
cafes. 

To the fecond, it is anfwered, that though neither the 
devil nor witches can work miracles, yet the offering to 
cheat the world by a commerce with the devil, and the 
very believing that the devil is able to do fuch things for 
them, fhould be a fufficieot crime; but much more when 
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they believe all thofe things tote done by themfelver, ‘ 
they giving theiVown exprefs confent to the crime, and 
by concurring by all that in them is to the coramiflion of 
it. Likeas, it is undeniable, that thfe devil knowing all 
the fecrets of nature, may, by applying a&ives topaflivea 
that are unknown to us, produce real effe&s which feem^ 

fmpoflible. 

To the third, though charms be not able to produce, 
the effe&s that are purtifhable in witches, yet fince thefe, 
efFe&s cannot be produced without the devil, and that 
he will not employ himfeif at the defire of any who have 
not refigned themfelves wholly to him, it is very juft ' 
that the ufers of thefe fhould be punifhed, being guilty at- 
Ieaft of apollacy and herefy; 

The fourth argument is but a mere and filly fophifm 
for though God in his providence permits at leaft all things; 
that are done, to' be done, yet fuch as contemn either the- 
commands of him or his vicegerents, ought to be pu- 
hifhed. ‘ ‘ 

I cannot but acknowledge that there are fome fccret* 
rn nature which would have been looked upon in the fir ft 
authors a3 the effe&s of magic : And I believe that in 
the duller nations a philo fopher drawing iron with a load*- 
Hone might have run a great rifk of being burned ; and 
it is hard to give a judgment of Naudeus* learned book- 
in favours of the Perfian magicians, the AfTyrian chalde- 
ans, the Indian gymnofophifts, «nd the druids of the 
Gauls ; for it cannot be denied but that many true ma*‘ 
thematicians and phyficians have pafled for magicians in 
the duller ages of the world; but as to this, there is now 
no fearj fince learning hath fo fufficiently illuminated the 
*world*fo as to diftinguifh betwixt thefe two. But I ant 
ftill jealous of thofe fages who were frequented by fami- 
liar fpirits, though they were otherwife very excellent 
men, fuch as Porphir, Jamblicus, Plotin, and others, who 
pretended by the purity of their lives to be fo fpiritual^ 
as to deferve the friendfhip of fpirits : for befides that the 
primitive fathers and doctors of the church have teftific'd^ 
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againd fuch as mere magicians. It is not Intelligible 
haw thofe fpirits that frequented them could be good, 
fince they were tempted to fall from the true religion to 
ipaganlfm, and did offer fuch facrifices as the true God 
did never allow ; and if fuch impoftures were allowed, it 
were eafy for any to defend themfelves, being truly 
witches. 

II. Albeit witchcraft be the great ed of crimes, fince 
It includes in it the grofleft of herefies, and blafphemies* 
and treafons againft God, in preferring to the Almighty 
his rebel and enemy, and in thinking the devil worthier 
of being ferved and reverenced, and is accompanied with 
murder, poifoning, befliality, and other horrid crimes: 

. Yet I conclude only from this, that when witches are 
found guilty, they fhould be mod feverely punifhed, not 
*frith fcourging and banifhment, as the cuftom of Savoy 
was related to be by Gothofred, hoc tit. but by the molt 
ignominious of deaths. Yet from the horridnefs of thia 
crime, 1 do conclude, that of all crimes it requires the 
•cleared relevancy, and mod convincing probation. And 
I condemn, next to the witches therofelvcs, thole cruel and 
too forward judges, who burn perfons by thoufands as 
guilty of this crime, to whom I (hall recommend thefe 
confederations. 

i. That it is not prefumable that any who hear of the 
kindnefs of God to men, and of the devil’s malice againd 
them, of the rewards of heaven, and torments of hell, would 
deliberately enter into the fervice of that wicked fpirit* 
whom they know to have no riches to beftow, nor power 
to helpi except it be allowed by permiffion that he 
may tempt men : and that he being a liar from the be- 
ginning, his premifes deferve no belief, efpecially fince 
in no man’s experience he hath ever advantaged any per- 
fon : whereas on the contrary, his fervice hath brought 
all who entered in it to the flake. 

' 2 . Thofe poor perfons who are ordinarily accufed of 
this crime, are poor ignorant creatures, and oft-times wo- 
ttjea who underftand uQt (he nature pf what they arc m* 
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cufed of t aod many miftake their own fear9 and appre- 
jienfions for witchcraft ; of which I (hail give you two 
in (lances, one of a poor weaver* who, after he had con- 
fefled witchcraft, being afked how he faw the devil, he 
anfwered, “ like flies dancing about the candle.” A no* 
t her of a woman, who afked ferioufly, when fhe was 
accufed, if a woman might be a witch and not know it ? 
And it is dangerous thatthefe, who are of all others the 
in oil Ample, fhould be tried for a crime, which of all 
others is moft myfterious. 

3. Thefe poor creatures, when they are defamed, become 
fo confounded with fear,, and the clofe prifon in which 
they are kept, and fo ftanred for want of meat and deep, 
(either of which wants is enough todiforder the ftrongeft 
reafon) that hardly wifer and more ferious people than 
they would efcape diftraftion : and when men are con- 
founded with fear and apprehendon, they will imagine 
things very ridiculous and abfurd ; and as no man would 
efcape a profound melancholy upon fuch an occafion, and 
amidft fuch ufcges; therefore I remit to phyficians and 
others to confider what maybe the effeds of melancholy, 
which hath oft made men, who appeared othervvife folid 
enough, imagine they were horfes, or had loft their 
nofes, &c. And fmee it may make men err in things 
which are obvious to their fenfes, what may be 
expc&cd as to things which tranfeend the wifeft mens 
reafon. 

4. Moft of thefe poor creatures are tortured by their 
keepers, who being perfuaded they do God good fervice, 
think it their duty to vex and torment poor prifonersi 
and I know ex certiflima feientia *, that moft of all that 
ever were taken, were tormented after this manner, and 
this ufage was the ground of all their confeflion ; and 
albeit the poor mifereants cannot prove this ufage, the 
a&ors being the only witnefles, yet the judge ftiould be 
afraid of it, as that which at firft did elicit the coofdfion, 
gnd for fear of which they dare not rctrad it* ' 

• From certain knowledge. 
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g I went when 1 was a juilice-deputc to examine fomc 
women who had confefled judicially, and one of them, 
who was a filly ere at urc % told me under fecrecy, that fhe 
had not coufefT d hecaufe fhe was guilty, but being a paor 
creature^ who wrought for her meat, and being defamed 
for a w:tch, fhe knew fhe would ftarve, for no perfon 
thereafter would" either give her meat or lodging, and 
that all men would beat her, and hound dogs at her, and 
that therefore fhe defired to be opt of the world ; where- 
upon fhe wept mofl bitterly and upon her knees called 
God to witnefs what fhe faid. Another told me that fhe 
was afraid the devil would chal'.enge a right to her, after 
fhe was faid to be his fervant, and would haunt her, as 
the minifter faid when he was defiring her to confefs ; and* 
therefore fhe defired to die. And really minifters are oft- 
times indifereet in their zeal, to have poor creatures to* 
confefs in this; and I recommend to judges, that the 
wifcil minifters fhould b'c fent to them, and thofe who are 
fent, fhould be cautious in this-. 

6. Many of them confefs things which all divines con- 
clude impoflible, as tranfmutation of their bodies into 
beafts, and money into flones, and their going through 
clofe doors, and a thoufand otl er ridiculous things, which 
have no truth nor exiftence but in their fancy. 

7< The atcufers here are mafters, or neighbours who 
had their children dead, and are engaged by grief to 
fufpeft thefe poor creatures. I knew one likewife burned* 
becaufe the lady was jealous of her with her hufband r. 
and the crime is fo odious that they arc never afliHed or 
defended by their relations.* 

8. The witnefTes and afiizers are afraid that if they - 
efcape, that they will die for it, and therefore they take 
an unwarrantable latitude. And I have obferved that 
fcarce ever any who were accufed before a country affizc 
©f neighbours did efcape that trial. 

* 9. Commiflions are granted ordinarily to gentlemen* 
and others in' the country who are fufpefled tipon this ac- 
count } and who arc not exaftty enough acquainted witk 
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the nature of this* crime, which is fo debateable among fc * 
the moil learned ; nor have the pannels any to plead for 
them, and to take notice who are led as witndTes ; fo 
that many are admitted who are teftes inhabiles % and . 
fufpected : and albeit their confeifions are fent to, and ad- ■ 
vifed by the counfel before fuch commiilions be granted, 
yet the counfel cannot know how thefe confeffiohs were ; 
emitted, nor all the circumflancea which are necefTary and 
cannot be known at a diftance. Very many of thefe 
poor filly women do re-£$ai at the ftake from the confef- 
fo>ns they emitted at the bar, and yet have died very pe» - 
nitent : and as it is very prefumablethat few will accufe 
themfelves, or confefs againft their own life, yet vrery 
many confefs this crime. 

111 . The method I (hall ufe in treating of this crime 
(hall be, i. Upon what fufpicion witches may be appre- 
hended. 2. What judges are competent. $. What 
ditties are relevant. 4. What probation is fufficient. 
5. What is the ordinary punifhmeot. As to the firft, l 
know it is ordinary in Scotland not only that magiftcates 
do apprehend witches dlmoft upon any dilation, but even 
gentlemen, and fucb as arc mallero of the ground, do 
likewise make them prifoners, and keep them fo till they 
traufmit them at their pleafureto jufticesof peace, ma- 
giftrates, or fome open prifons. But all this procedure 
is rooft unwarrantable. For gentlemen, and fuoh as are 
veiled with no authority, fhould upon no account, with- 
out a fpccial warrant, apprehend any upon fufpicion that 
they are witches, fiace to apprehend is an a£t ofjurif- 
diftion ; and therefore I think no prifon fhould receive 
any as fufpefted of witchcraft, until they know that the 
perfon offered to them, be apprehended by lawful autho- 
rity. 2. Since imprifonment is a punifhment, and con- 
ftantly attended with much infamy to the name, and de- 
triment to the affairs of him who is imprifoned, efpecially 
ia witchcraft, I do conclude, that there muit fomc pre- 

* Improper witneffes. 
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fumptldn precede all inquifition. For the meanefl de- 
grees of inquifition, though without captor, does fome- 
what defame ; and that the perfon (hould not be 
apprehended, except it appear, by the event of the 
inquifition, that (he lies under either many or pregnant 
fulpicions ; fuch as that (he is defamed by other witches ; 
that (he hath been herfelf of an evil fame ; that (he hath' 
been found charming, or that the ordinary mftruments of 
charming be found in her houfe. And according to 
Delrio’s opinion, lib. v. fed# ii, ad affumendas informa- 
tioneg, fufficiunt leviajudicia, fed gravia requiruntur ad 
hoc ut citetur reus, & ut judex fpecialiter rnqiiirat 

IV. Witchcraft was crimen uttiufque fori, f by the 
canon law ; and with us the kirk feflions ufed to inquire 
intoi it, in order to the fcandal; and to take the 
confeffion of the parties, to receive witneffea againft' 
them ; as is clear by the procefs of Janet Barker and 
Margaret Lawder, December 9th 1643. But fmee fo' 
much weight is laid upon the depofitions there 1 
emitted, kirk-feffions (hould be very cautious in* their 1 
procedures. „ 

By the ad of parliament Q; M. 9 pari. 73. ad. AH' 
{heriffs, lords of regalities, and their deputes, and all 
other judges having power to execute the fame, are or-' 
dained to execute that ad again ft witchcraft ; which can 
import no more, but that they (hould conbur to 1 the 
punifhment of the crime, by apprehending or' imprifon^ 
ing the party fufpeded : but it doth not follow, that be- 
caufe they may concur, that therefore they are judges’ 
competent to -the cognition of the crime 5 fince the 
relevancy in it is oft-times fo intricate, and the procedure- 
requires neceflarily fo much arbitrarinefs, and the punifhv 
meat is fo fevere, that thefe confiderations jointly (hould' 
appropriate the cognition thereof folely to thcjuftice- 

* In order to take information, light trials fuOke, but particu’ao. 
ones are required to this one, that the perfon accufed be fuAimonc i, 
and that the j udge may make fpecial enquiry. 

* Crime examinable by bath cuurta. 
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Ccnivt. Nor -find T any infiances' therein thefe inferior 
courts have tried this crime. And albeit the council do 
&ft-times grant comroifldons to countrymen, yet that 
Teems dangerous ; nor can I fee why, by exprefs adl of 
parliament, it fhonld have been appointed, that no cotji- 
mifliop fheuld be granted for .trying murder, and yet 
witchcraft fhould be fo tried by comm i {Sons. The 

juftices then are the proper judges in witchcraft. 

V. As to the relevancy in this crime, the fir ft article 
ufeth to be padlion to ferve the devil, which is certainly* 
Relevant per fe, without any addftion, as is to be feen 
Jo all the indidlments, efptcially in that of Margaret 
Hutchifon, Auguft toth l66i. And by Delrio, carpz. 
p. f. queft. ,47. ^nd others; hut becaufe the devil ufeth 
to appear in the Similitude qf a man, when he defireth 
thefe poor creatures to ferve him; therefore they fhould 
jbe interrogate, if they knew him to be the devil when 
they condefccnded to his ffrvice. 

Padlion with the devil is divided by the -lawyers, in 
.expreflum gc taciturn, an .exprefs and tacit padlion. Ex- 
prefs padlion is performed either by a formal promife 
gjyen to the devil then prefent, or by prefenting a Ap- 
plication to him, or by giving the promife to a proxy or 
fCormpiffioner empowered by the devil for that effedl, 
jwhich is ufed by fome who dare not fee himfelf. The 
formula fet down by Delrio, is, 1 deny God, creator of ^ 
Jieaven and* earth, and 1 adhere to thee, and believe in ' 
thee. But by the journal books it appears, that the 
ordinary form of, pxprefs padlioji ^onfeffed by our witnefg 
Is a Ample promife <0 ferve him. Tacit padlion iseither 
/when a perfon who hath made. no exprefs padlion, ufeth 
the words or Agns which forctrers life, knowing them to 
l>e fucli, either by their books, or difeourfe ; ar^d this is 
condemned as forcery, Can. 26. queft. 5. and is relevant 
to^ infer the crime of witchcraft, or to ufc thefe words and 
\igos, and though the ufer know them not to be fuch ; it 
as no crime, if;the ignorance be probable, and if the ufer 
be content to abftain, Delrio, lib. ii. queft. 4. 

» 
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VL Renouncing of baptifm la by Dclrio taade an effect 
iof pa&ion, yet with u» it is per fe * relevant, as was found 
in the former procefs of Margaret Hutchifon; and the 
Solemnity confeffcd by our witches, is by putting one 
hand to the crown of the head, and another to the foie 
x>f the foot, renouncing their baptifm in that pofturc. 
X>elrio tells us,' that the devil ufeth to baptife them of 
new, and to wipe off their brow the old baptifm : and our 
witches confefs always the giving them new names, which 
are very ridiculous, as Red-fhanks, Sergeant, &e, 

VI, The devil’s mark ufeth to be a great article with u* # 
but it is not per fe found relevant, except it b t confefled 
by them, that they got that mark with their own confeiit* 
quo cafu f , it is equivalent to a pa&ion. This mark is 
given them, as is alledged, by a nip in any part of the 
body, and it is blue ; Delrio calls it ftigma, or chara&er, 
&b. ii. quell. 4. and alledges that it is fometimes like the 
impreflion of a hare’s foot, or the foot of a rat, or fpider, 
1 . v. fed. 4. nura. 28. Some think that it is impoflible 
-there can be any mark which is infenfible, and will not 
bleed ; for all things that live mull have blood, and fo 
this place behoved both to be dead and alive at once, and 
behoved to live without aliment ; for blood is the aliment 
of the body ; but it is very eafy to conceive that the devil , 
may make a place infenfible at a time, or may apply 
things that may fqueeze out the blood. 

This mark is difeovered among us by a pricker, whole 
trade it is, and who learns it as othei* trades; but this is 
a horrid cheat; for they alledge that if the place bleed 
not, or if the perfon be not fenfible, he or fhe is infallibly 
a witch. But as Delrio confeffes, it is very hard to know 
any fuch mark, a nevo, clavo, vel impertigine naturali £ 
and there are many pieces of dead flefh which are infenfible 
even in living bodies; and a villain who u fed this tiade, 
with us, being in the year 1 666, apprehended for other 

• By itfclf. t * n which cafe, 

\ From a mark, or a natural infcofibility. 
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villanies, did confefs all this trade to be a mere cheat. 

VIII. Threatening to do m'ifchief, if any evil follow im- 
mediately, hath been too ordinarily found a relevant 
article to infer witchcraft with us. Thus Agnes Finnic 
■was purfued in anno 1643, upon the general article of 
having witched feveral perfons, and particularly for thefe 
articles, i„ That William Fairlie having nick-named 
and called her Annie Winnie, /he fware in rage he fhould 
go halting home, and within twenty-four hours he took: 
a palfy. 2. That Beatrix Nifbit refufing to pay the faid 
Agnes the annual rent of two dollars owing by He&or 
Nifbit her father, /he told her fhe ftiould repent it, and 
within an hour thereafter fhe loft her tongue, and the 
power of her right fide v 3 That Janet Greintoiin having 
^refufed to carry away two herrings /he had bought 
from the faid Agnes, and to pay for them, /he told her 
it fhould be the laft meat /he. fhould eat, and within a 
Jittle after /he fell lick : againft which articles it was there 
alledged that this libel was not relevant, and could not go 
to the knowledge of ati inqueft. 1. Becaufe no means 
were condefcended upon from which the witchcraft was 
inferred ; and if this libel were relevant, it would be re- 
levant to libel generally that the pannel were a witch. 
1. Affizersare only judges to the matter of fa<ft, and not 
to what confifts in jure*; but fo it is, that if this libel were 
to pafs to the knowledge of an inqueft, all the debate ia 
jure behoved to be before the aflize before whom the 
pannels procurators behoved to debate how far minae 8 c 
damnum fequutumf are relevant, and how far any perfoa 
is pvni/hable as a witch, though no charms or other 
means commonly ufed by witches be condefcended 
upon 5 and as to the threatenings, they were not relevant* 
feeing they had not all the requifites which are expreffed 
by the doftors as requilite, for they were not fpecific, 

f In law. } Threatening and damage following thereon. 
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bearing the promife to do a particular 111, as that Falrlxe 
fhould take a palfy, or Nifbit lofe her tongue, a. There 
was not a preceding reafon of enmity proved, nor in 
it probable that for fo fmall a matter as a herring, 
or the annual rent of two dollars, fce would have killed 
Any perfon, and expofed herfelf to hazard ; nor was the 
effeft immediate, nor fuch as could have proceeded from 
any other natural caufe, without all which had concurred. 
Delrio, lib. 5. fe& 3. is very clear, that minas etiam cum 
damno fequuto*, are not fo much as a prefumption: but 
though all thefe did concur, It is very clear, both from 
Delrio, ibid, and Farin. queft. 5. num. 37. That all thefe 
threatening* are not fuflicient to infer the crime of witch- 
craft. Laftly, Jt was offered to be proved, that fome of 
thefe perfons died of a natural difeafe, depending upon 
caufe* preceding that threatening : notwithftanding of aH 
which, the libel was found relevant, and file v/as burned. 
IBut I think this decifion very hard, and very contrary to 
the opinion of all received writers, who think, that albeit 
minae be zdminiculatsef with all the former advantages, 
& probatae de ea quae folet minas exequij, yet the fame 
arc only fuflicient to infer an arbitrary pun ifhment, not 
corporal, but pecuniary ; and certainly fuch a wicked 
cuftom as threatening, is in itfelf a crime : and thus it 
was only well found to be crimen in fuo gencref, in the 
procefs led againft Katherine Ofwald, Nov. nth 1629. 

H IX. Sometimes articles are libelled, wherein the malefice 
hath no dependence at all upon the means ufed : and thus 
it was libelled againft Margaret Hutchifon, Auguft 
*oth 1661. That John Clark’s wife being fick, fhe 
came to the bed fide when all the doors and window* 
were faft, and combed her head feveral nights ; and the 
laft of thefe night* fhe came to the bed fide, and put her 
hand to the woman’s pap; whereupon the child died* 
which article was found relevant per fc. And it wasli- 

* Even threatening with following damage, f Threats attefted. 

$ And proven concerning her who was arcuftomcd to execute 
thefe threatenings. § Crime in its own h . J. 
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belled againft Janet Cock, September 7th 1661, that a 
woman called Spindie being at enmity with her, (he gave 
her a cuff, whereupon Spindie immediately diftraaed ; 
and being reproved therefore by the minifter of Dalkeith, 
he immediately diftrafted ; which article was likewife 
found relevant, being joined with fame and delation : 
which decilions are in my opinion very dangerous, for 
they want a fure foundation, and are precedents whereby 
judges may become very arbitrary. And againft thefe 
I may oppone a third allegiance ufed in the former pro- 
cefs againft Agnes Finnie, wherein it was alledged, that 
the conclufion of all criminal libels fhould be neceffarily 
inferred from the deed fubfumed, and that conclufio 
femper fequitur debiliorem partem : nam libellus eft fyl- 
logifmus apodidticus, fed non prpbabilis *; and therefore 
except the libel could condefcend upon fome means 
ufed by the pannel, from which the inaleficc were necef- 
farily inferred, it could not be concluded that thefe ma* 
lifices were done by her, or that fhe was guilty of the 
Wrong done. Thus Bodin, lib'. 4. does conclude, that 
ventficse non funt condemnandae licet fint deprehenfae cum 
bufonibus, oflibus, aliifque inftrumentis egredientes exovili 
licet oves immediate moriantur j* And Perkins, cap. 6. 
aflerts, that neither defamation nor threatenings, albeit " 
what is threatened does follow, nor mala famaj, nor the 
defun&s laying the blame of their death upon the perfon 
accufed (called inculpatio by the dodtors) can infer this 
crime, though all thefe be conjoined ) for in his opinion, 
nothing can be a fufficient ground to condemn a witch, 
except the pannel’s own confeffion, or the depofitions 
of two famous witneffes, deponing upon means ufed by 
the pannel. And it is remarkable, that in the chapter 
immediately fubfequent to that wherein witches are or- 

• That a concluGon always follow* *he weaker party, for a libel 
is an apodidtic fyilogifm, but is not at all j rohablc. 

fThat witches aie not to be condemned with toads, bone-, or 
other inftruments, and unlcfs the £he«p die immediately when they 
go v ut of the fo Id . \ Bad fame. 
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dinarily tote put to death, 'God hath exprefly ordained 
that “ out of the mouth of two or three witaefles every 
word (hall be eftabliflied.” And in the procefs deduced 
againft Ifobel Young for witchcraft, Feb. 4 1629 and 
againft Katherine Ofwald, Nov. ir. 1629. This point 
is likewife debated, it being libelled againft the faid Ka- 
therine, that by her witchcraft (he caufed a cow give 
blood in flead of milk, and caufed a woman fall and break 
a rib in her fide. Againft which it wai alledged, that 
*here was no neceffary connexion there, inter terminuma 
quo & ad quern inter caufam & effe&um # : but on the con- 
trary, the cow’s giving blood for milk might proceed from 
another natural caufe, viz. from lying upon an ant or 
emmet hill 5 and therefore I think that becaufe we know 
not what virtue may be in herbs, (tones, or other things 
which may be applied, it were very hard to frnd cures 
performed by the application of thefe, without the ufing 
charms, or (pells, to be witchcraft : but when thefe out- 
ward applications arc ufeef to do hurt ; as for inftance, if 
the faid Margaret Wallace, being at enmity with John 
Clark, and after (he was forbidden to frequent his houfe, 
did continue to frequent the fame, and did throw in blood \ 
or any unufual thing upon his wife’s pap s if the child 
who fucked the fame had thereafter died, I think this 
article, joined with preceding defamation of her by ano- 
ther witch, might have been found relevant, becaufe (he 
was there in re illicita f . And fince the law cannot know 
cxa&l/ what efficacy there is in natural caufes, it may 
very well difeharge any fucli fuperftitious forbidden a&s,as 
it pleafes, under the pain of witchcraft. Nor can thefe 
who are accufed, complain of feverity, fince fibi imputent £ 
that ufe thefe forbidden things againft the exprefs com- 
mandment of the law : and therefore fince the law and 
pra&ice hath forbidden all charms, it is mod juft that 
thefe who ufc the fame (hould be feverely puniflied, 

* There were no neceffary connexion exifted betwixt the caufe 
and the effedh f In ar. unlawful way. f They may hy the 
blgmeon themfelves. 
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whatever the pretext be upon which they are ufed, or 
after whatever way or manner, or to whatever end, whe- 
ther good or bad. 

X. Albeit per leg. 4 cod. de mal. & Math, thefe ma- 
gic arts are only condemned, which tend to the deftru&ion 
of mankind, but not thefe whereby men are cured, or 
the fruits of the ground preferved ; yet I have oft-titnes 
imputed this conftitution to.Tribonian, who was a pagan 
and a fevere enemy to chriftians, or elfe that it behoved 
to be fo interpreted, or that thereby remedies, afiifted by 
godly prayers were allowed, elfe what mean thefe words* 
fuffragia innocenter adhlbita*. Butfince I am informed from 
the ecclefiaftic hiftorians, as Zozim. lib. 2. that Conftantine 
was not yet turned chriftian when he pall that conftitution; 
hut however this conftitution is omitted in the Bafiiicks; and 
the Glofs fay 8, that ev * iit^ov tv m etzrtxec 4 et( 6 u. it waa not 
thought fit to be mentioned in the repurgation of the laws 
and that conftitution was very well reprobated by Leo’s 
65 novel. And by the canon law, tit. de forti-legiis 5 
and the general fan&ion of the former a& of parliament 
leaves no place for this diftinft ion. Suitable to all which* 
John Brough was con vi&ed for witchcraft, in anno 1643. 
for curing beads, by calling white ftones in water, and 
fprinkling them therewith ; and for curing women, by 
wafhing their feet with fouth running water, and putting 
odd money in the water. Several other inftances are to 
be feen in t]ie procelfcs led in anno 1661. And the in- 
ftauce of Drummond is very remarkable, who was burned 
for performing many miraculous cures, albeit no maleficef* 
was ever proved. 

XL Confulting with witches is a relevant ditty with 
us, as was found againft Allifon Jollie, per. 061 . 1596, 
and this is founded upon the exprefs words of the a6L 
The profeffing likewife (kill in necromancy, or any fuch 
craft, is by the forefaid a6t of parliament, a relevant 

• Aids innocently ufed. 

t'Malcfice in the Scots law fivnifies an ad or effed of witchcraft* 
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article. For tin: full clearing of which aft, it is fit t* 
know that divination was either per dxmono-mantiam, 
the invocation of pagan gods, or nanganiam, which was the 
proplyecying for invocation of fome fublunary thing. 
JMagnama is divided in necromantiam, which was a 
prophecyring by departed fpirits, udromantiam, which was 
a divination hy water, &c. All which fpecies and kinds 
of divinations by any thing, is comprehended under the 
general prohibition of necromancy, and fuch like a&s • fo 
that predidions and refponfes by the feive, and the fhear, 
and by the book, and all fuch cheats and fpecies of for- 
eery are puntfhable by death in this aft. Yet thefe for- 
bidden praftices may fometimes be excufed by ignorance 
or if it can be cleared, by circumftances, that the ufer de- 
signed nothing but an innocent jeft or recreation, Delrio 
lib. 4. cap 1. quaeft. 4, * 

XII. ..The laft article in criminal libels ufeth ordinal ilv- 
to be the being delated by other witches, which the 
doftors call diffamatio *, and we, common bruit, and open 
fame, which are never fuftained as relevant per fe, but 
only joined with other relevant articles ; as is to be feen 
hi the forefaid procefs of Margaret Hutchifon, though l 
flunk that interloquutor very fevere, fince if any of the 
former articles be per fe relevant, they, need not the 
alliftance of fame and delation. Sometimes likewife, 
but with much more reafon, articles that are of them, 
felves irrelevant, are fuftained relevant, being joined 
with fame and delation : an example whereof is to be 
feen m the 9th article of the indidtment againft Japet 
Cock, Sep. ? 1661. In which article Ihe was accufed 
for having recovered a child by charms, with the help of 
another witch, which other witch had cenfefTed the fame 
when Ihe was confronted with the faid Janet ; likeas, both 
of them were found lying above the child, whifpering 
•ne to another, and the blood of a dog wa« found ftaod* 

♦ Dffamatiop, 
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iHg in a plate befide them ; which article was not fuftaia. 

* ed relevant per fe, but was found relevant, being joined 
with fame and delation. 

XI Li. The relevancy of this crime being thus difeufled, 
the ordinary probation of it is, by confeffion or witneffes ; 
but the probation here fhould be very clear, and it fhould be 
certain that the perfon who emitted it is not weary of life, 
or opprefled with melancholy. 2. Albeit, non requiritur 
hie ut conftet de cor pore deli&i *, this being a crime, 
which conlifts oft-times in animo f ; yet it ought to be filch 
as contains nothing in it that is impoffible or improbable. 
And thus albeit, lfobel Ramfaydid, upon the 20th of Aug. 
1661, confefs that the devil gave her lixpence^ and faid 
that God defired him to give it her : and at another time 
a dollar, which turned thereafter into a flate-ftone ; the 
juftices did not find this confeffion, though judicial, 
leleyant. And to know what things are of themfelves 
ijnpoffible for the devil to do, or at leai what is believed to 
be impoffible, may be feen very fully treated of in Delrio’s 
fecond book, where it is condescended that fuccubi & in- 
cubi funt pofiib^les ; id eft, that the devil may lie in the 
fhape of a man with a woman, or in the fhape of a woman 
with a man, having firft formed to himfelf a,body of con- 
denfed air ; and upon fuch a confeffion as this, Margaret 
X,awder and others were convi&ed. It is like wife pof- 
ble for the devil to tranfport witches to their public 
conventions, from one place to another, which he may 
really do, by carrying them : and fundry witches were in 
anno 1665, burned in Culrofs upon fuch a confeffion as 
this. 

XIV It may be, I confefs, argued, that fpirits and 
immaterial fubftances cannot touch things material, and 
confequently can neither raife nor tranfport them ; but if 
we confider how the adamant raifesandtranfports the iron, 

required this as it may conftitute the fubftaucc of the crimft 
f In die mind. 
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and how the foul of man, which is a fpirit, can raife or 
tranfpott the body, and that a man's voice, or a mufical 
found is able to occafton great and extraordinary motions 
in other men, we may eaiily conclude, that devils who are 
fpirits of far more energy, may produce effects furpafling 
very far our underftanding. And yet I do not deny but 
that the devil does fometimes perfuade the witches that 
they are carried to places where they never were, making 
thofe imprefiions upon their fpirits, and acquainting 
them what was done there, which is done by imprelfing 
images upon their brain, and which images are carried to 
the exterior fenfes by the animal fpirits, even as we fee 
the air carries the fpecies of colours upon it, though in a 
very infenfible way: and thus we fee likewife, that the 
fumes of wine or melancholy will reprefent ftrange appari- 
tions, and make us think them real. Nor ought it to* be 
concluded that becaufe thofe witches are only tranfported 
in fpirit, or in dreams, that therefore they ought not to 
be punifhed, fince none can be punifhed for'dreaming ; 
and that becaufe thofe witches defire to havethefe dreams, 
and glory in them when they are awake : nor have any 
thefe dreams but fuch as" have entered into a preceding 
pa&ion. I know that the canon Epifcopi in the council 
of Anacir, (or the Aquilean council, as others call it) doe* 
condemn thefe tranfportations asfalfe, and mere delufions* 
which are impreffed upon the fancy of poor creatures by the 
devil, #e cum folus fpiritus haec patitur, nec non in animo 
fed in corpore inveniri opinantur # , but that a& of that 
council does not afiert all tranfportations to be imaginary* 
and dreams, but only declares thofe who thought they 
followed Diana and Herodias to thefe public meetings, ta 
be altogether feduced; for thefe indeed were feduced; 
for Herodias being dead long fince, could not be at their 
meetings# But from that it is unjuflly concluded, that 
there are no real tranfportations, there being fo many 

* And when the fpirit of itfelf fuffers fuch things, they are fup* - 
pofed to afflict the body as well as the mind# 
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Inftances of thefc tranfportations given, both in facred 
and profane ftory ; and perfons having beea found wound* 
ed, and t having really committed murders and other info- 
lencies, during thefe tranfportations. 

XV. Whether it be pofiible for a witch to caufe any 
perfon be pofleffed, by putting devils into their body,, 
may be debated ; and that it is pofllble, appears from the 
hiftory of Simon Magus, and many others, and is teflified 
to be true by St Jerome, in the life of St. Hilarion. 
And fince witches have confefled that there are devils who 
obey one another, and that there are different degree* v 
amongft them ; why may not thofe of an inferior degree 
be forced, by virtue of a pa&ion with thofe of a fuperior 
order, to poffefs men and women at the defire of witches ? 
Witches themfelves have confefled that this hath been 
done. And I find by a deciflon of the parliament of Tho- 
lodus, that devils have been heard to complain in thofe 
that were pofleffed, that they were pdt there by the en- 
chantment of fuch and fuch women ; But upon the other 
hand, it is not to be imagined that devils would obey 
mortal creatures, or that God would leave fo great a 
power to any of them to tqrraent poor mortals : and the 
devil, who is a liar from the beginning, is not to be be- 
lieved, in faying that he is put there by enchantments ; 
and though he makes fuch promifes to witches, yet he 
does in thefe but cheat them ; and if the devil could pof- 
fefs at pleafure, we would fee many more pofleffed than 
truly there are. 

XVI. The devil cannot make one falid body to pene- 

trate another, quell. 17. and therefore I think that article 
libelled agai^ft Margaret Hutchifon, of coming to John 
Clark’s houfe, when doors and windows were fhut, fhould 
not have been admitted to probation, fince it is very pro- 
bable they would have fearched the houfe after the fecond 
or third night’s fear ; and fhe could not penetrate doors 
nor walls. ‘ 

' XVII. The devil cannot transform one fpecies into 
• another, as a woman into a cat, for clfe he behoved t# 
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annihilate fome of the fubftance of the woman, or create 
fome more fubftance to the cat, the one being much more 
than the other ; and the devil can neither annihilate or 
create, nor could he make the fhapes return, nam non 
datur regreflus aprivatione ad habitum * : but if we con- 
fider the ftrange tricks of jugglers, and the ftrange ap- 
paritions that Kercher and others relate from natural 
caufes, we may believe that the devil can make a woman 
appear to be a beaft, & e contra f , by either abufing the 
fenfe of the beholders, or altering the medium, by in- 
clofing them in the fkin of the beaft reprefented, or by 
incloiing them in a body of air, (haped like that which he 
would have them reprefent, and the ordinary relation 
of the witneffes, being wounded when thebeaft was wound- 
ed, in which they .were changed, may be likewife true, 
either by their being really wounded within the body of 
air in which they were inclofed, or by the devil’s infli&ing 
that wound really himfelf, [ which is Delrio’s opinion. 
But it would feem hard to condemn any perfon upon the 
confeffion of what feems almoft impoflible in itfelf : and I 
cannot allow inftances in the journal books, where poor 
creatures have been burned upon fuch confeifions, without 
other ftrong adminicles. 

XVI II. The devil may make brutes to fpeak, or at 
lead fpeak out of them, queft. 18 

He can alfo raife ftorms in the air, and calm thefe that 
are raifed, queft. n. And yet it being libelled againft 
Janet Cock, that fhe faid to thefe who were carrying a 
witch to be executed, “ Were it not a good fport if the 
devil fhouldtake her from you;” likeas, a great ftorm did 
overtake them when they were carrying her to the place, 
it having been a great calm both before and after ; 
yet this article was not fuftained relevant, fince it 
might have proceeded from folly, or jeft, or vana 
ja&antia f . 

* When the (hape isHcftroyed, it is impoflible to refloreit. 
t On the other hand. } Vain boafting. 
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XI X. The devil may inflift difeafes, which is an ef- 
fe& he may occafion appKcando a&iva paflivis *, and by 
the fame means he may likewife cure : a clear indance 
whereof appears in the marriage-knot And not only 
may he cure difeafes laid on by himfelf, as Wierus ob- 
serves, but even natural difeafes, fince he knows the na- 
tural caufes and the origin of even thofe natural difeafes, 
better than phyficians can, who are not prefent when 
difeafes are contracted, and who being younger than he, 
muft have lefs experience. And it is as untrue, that Di- 
vu8 Thomas obferves, who afferts that cures performed by 
the devil cannot continue, fince his cures are not natural. 

And fince he both may make Tick, and may make whole, 
it follows that he may transfer a difeafe from oneperfon 
to another. And I find that it being libelled againft 
Margaret Hutchifon, that (he took a difeafe off -a woman 
to put it on a cat : it was alledged that this article was 
not relevant; becaufe, I. Una faga non poted efle lig- 
ans & folvens in codem morbof. 2. That in fuch tranf- 
a&ions as thefe, the devil never ufed to interpofe his 
(kill, except where he was a gainer ; and therefore though 
he would transfer a difeafe from a brute bead to a rational 
creature, yet he would never transfer a difeafe from a 
rational creature to a brute bead, both thefe defences 
were repelled. Many witches likewife confefa that they 
cannot cure difeafes, becaufe they are laid on by witches 
of a fupetior order, who depend upon fpirits of a higher 
degree. 

Some think that they may innocently employ a witch 
to take off the difeafe impofed by another ; and lay it 
upon the witch who impofed it, even as men m&y inno- 
cently borrow money from a ufurer, to be employed for 
pious ufes, or may caufe an infidel fwear by his falfe gods, 
lor eliciting truth : and that in this manner devils are 
rather punidiod than ferved. But fince all commerce 

f By applying adtive* to paflivea. 

♦ The fame witch cannot both caufc and cure a difeafe. 
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ttlth devils is unlawful, this pra&ice is juftly re- 
probated by D. Autun, p. ' 2. difeourfe 48. But 
yet it is thought lawful to all who are bewitched, to 
defire the bewitchers to take off the difeafe, if it can be 
removed without a new application to the devil, but only 
by taking away the old charm ; or it is Tawful to any 
to remove the charm or fign of it, if it be ia their power, 
D. Autun. pag. 825. 

XX. Witches may kill by their'looks, which looks be- 
ing full of venomous fpirits, may infeft the perfon upon 
whom they look, and this is called fafeinatio phyfica, fed 
fafeinatio vulgaris, quae dicitur fieri per oculos tenerorunt 
puerotum vel parvorum porcorum vana eft & ridicula, Del. 
lib. 3 q. 4. fe&. I. 

I know there are who think all kinds of fafeination by 
the eyes, either an effe& of fancy in the perfon affedted, 
or elfe think it a mere illufion of the devil, who perfuades 
witches that he can beftow upon them the power of killing 
by looks, or elfe the devil really kills, and aferibes it falfe- 
ly to their looks : whereas others contend, that by the 
received opinion of all hiftorians, men have been found to 
be injured by the looks of witches: and why may not 
witches poifon this way, as well as the Bafilifk doth: 
•or why may not the fpirits in the eye affe& as well as the 
breath ? or why may not looks kill as well as raife paf- 
fions in the perfon looked upon ? nor can it be denied 
but that blearednefs is begot by blearednefs ; and that 
menftrucus women will fpoil a mirror by looking upon it. 
Likcas there feems even fome ground for it in feripture; 
for, Deut. 28 54. “ It is faid that a man’s eyes (hall be eril 
towards his brother 99 And fome likewife endeavour by 
con fequence from Matth* 20. 15. “Is thine eye evil the 
word fiarxaivu fignifying in feripture both to bewitch and 
to envy. Some likewife think that St. Paul, Gal. 3. I, 
alludes to this received opinion, but conje&ure doth (# 

* Natural witchcraft is the effc&s of natural caufes, but that which 
is produced by the ctcs of certain perfons or animals, is vain and ri- 
diculous. 
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much over rule all 'this affair, that it were hard to fix 
crimes upon fo ! flencler grounds; and therefore though 
where witches confefs that they did kill by their looks^ 
their con feffion and belief may, if they be otherwife of a 
found judgment, make a very considerable part of a 
crime, where it is joined with other probabilities, yet per 
fe it is hardly relevant. - 

XXL It may be alfo doubted whether witches can by 
amorous po.tions inchant men or women to love ; and 
though it may feem that' thefe being a&s of the foul, 
cannot be raifed by any corporeal means, yet 1. 4. c. de. 
Malef. & Mathemat. makes this pofiible, and punilhable, 
eorum fdentia puhiettda, & feveriffimis merito legibus 
vindicanda, qui magicU accin&i artibus pudicos ad libi- 
dinem de fixine animos deteguntui* : but this law fpeaks 
* only of lull, and not of love, as I conceive. Nor can it 
be denied, but that not Only witches, but even naturallfts 
may grve potions that may incline men or women to fuft. 
And therefore the queftion ft ill remains, whether witches 
may incline men or women by potions to a fancy an<$ 
kindnefs for any particular perfon ; and though potitihs 
may incline men to madnefs, yet it doth not follow that 
therefore they may incline them to ipve. And though 
ID. Autun doth bring many arguments from hiftory, and 
pretends that the devil may raife and excite the old fpecies 
of love which lies hidden in the body, and may thereby 
form a pafiion, yet thefe are too conjectural grounds to 
be the foundation of a criminal fentcnce. The Bafilieks 
make the pimifhmcnt of this to be deportation, 'and fa , 
fupplies the former few. 

'XX II. Witches do like wife torment mankind, by 
snaking images of clay or wax, and when the witches 
prick or punce thefe images, the petfons whom thefe 
images reprefent, do find extreme torment, which ' doth 

# The feveral jonifhments ought to be inflifted c* theft,' who, 
by magic arts, force chaftc perlons to the tommifliun of a&» of im- 
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not proceed from any influence tbefe Images have upon 
the body tormented, but the devil doth by natural tneaqs 
raife thcfe torments in the perfon tormented, at tlje fame 
very time that the witches do prick prpunce, or hold tP 
the fire th<fe images of clay or wax ; ‘which manner of 
torment was lately confcfiea by fbme witches in Invernefs, 
yvho like wife produced the images, and it was well knowo 
they hated the perfon who was tormented, and upon a 
confefllon fo adminiculate, witches may very judicioufly he 
found guilty, fince conftat de corporc delicti de modo de 
linqueodi & inimicitiis prseviis*. 

XXUL It is ordinarily doubted whether confeffioqs 
emitted before, the kirk fefBoijs In this.cafe be fuificient : 
but this 1 hav,d treated more fully in the title of proba- 
tion by confefjion. Only here I (hall obferve, that Chris- 
tian Stewart was found art and part of the bewitching 
Patrick Rnthven, by. laying on him a heavy fleknefs with 
a black clout, whi^h (he herfelf had cpnfefled before fe- 
deral minifliers, notaries, and others, at diverfe times ; all 
^hifh.confeflipns were prpyed ; apd upon thefe repeated 
i*pptcffioR3 fhe wps buyped> ‘Koy, 1596- Margaret Law- 
was •convifted uppn, confefjion emitted before the raa- 
^ptlratesand minifters of Edinburgh, albeit ppfl from in 
judgment, Dec. 9. 1^43. fee that book of adjournal, pag. 
^49. And if the confeflion be not fully adminiculate, law- 
yers advife that confeffors fhould be fubje&ed to the tor- 
ture* which is not ufual in Scotland. And it is very 
obfervablc that the juffices y^opfd, not put |ames Wel|h 
to the'knowledge of an inqueft, ynough he nad popfeflTcd 
^imfelfa witoh.befpre the prefbytery of Kirkcudbright, 
^ecaufe he as, minor when he copfeffed the prime, a$d 
. cqnfcflion was. only e*tra-judicial, and that he now 
,/rpt ranted f a m c i hut becauie he had fo grofsly preva- 
ricated, and had delated fo many honeft perfons, they 
.ordained him to f be jfcourged. a?d put in the com&ipn 

•a: i, 1 . * . r .* . . : 

* !t is evident from the nature of the crime mentioned juft lldW, 
of their hatred and previous malifce . 
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houfe, April 1 7 th 1 662 . It wa s proved agaiuft Margaret 
Wallace, March to. 1622 . that (he faid that if it could 
be proved that (he was in Greg's houfe, (he fhould bo 
guilty of all the ditty 5 and therefore it being proved 
that (he was in Greg’s houfe, that probation was alledged 
by the advocate to be equivalent to a confeflion, as wa* 
found againft Patrick Cheyn : to which it . was replied* 
that this could amount to no more than a lie $ and in mjf 
opinion, it could not have even the ftrength of an extra- 
judicial confeflion, but rather imported a dentalof the crime* 

XXIV. The probation by \^itnefa in this crime is very 
difficult, and theref ore focii criminis or other confeffing 
witches are adduced; but though many of them concur* 
their depofitions folety, are not efteemed as fufficient, ne 
vel ad paenam extraordinariam imponendam f , though 
fortie think the fame fufficient to that end, becaufe of that 
general brocard, ex multiplicatis indiciis debilibus refult- 
are indicia indubitata. But Dclrio aflerta, that the con- 
je&ion of fuch teftimonies is not fufficient, 41 nunquarr* 
enim”, faith he, 44 qu® fua natura dubia funt pofluht 
focere rem indubitatem ut nec rtiulta agratmum fantim 
ncc multa non alba unus album nec muita tepida unum cal- 
lidura And that the teflimony of one confeflrng witch 
was not found fufficient to file the pannel, 13 clear by the 
procefs of Aliifon Jollie, who was aflbilzied pen. 0 < 5 t. 
1596. albeit Janet 'Hepburn, another witch confcft that 
the fafd Alifqn Had fca'U&d her bewitch lfobel Hepburn, 
whereof (lie died ; but though witchcraft cannot be proved 
perfocios criminis though dying and penitent witches, 
yet it may be doubted if the Confulting witches may 
n Jt be proved by two witbhei who were confulted : for if 
this be not a fufficient probation, it would be impoffible 
to prove confulting any other manner of way. 

* Accomplices in the crime. k f Not to impt>fe extraordinary 
funiihmentii J A multitude «0f Weak evidences can never 
elUbli(h4ne undoubted fa&, as mariy fick cannot make one in health, 
nor many black figures a white one, nor many cold fubtlanccs a 
Warm one* J By accomplices in the crime. v 
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The perfons to whom the injuries are done by the 
witches, are admitted to be witneffes : thus Katherine 
Wardlaw was admitted againfl Margaret, Hutch i fen ; but 
fometimes they are only admitted cum nota, if the pro- 
bation be not otherwife jyeak, and thus William Young' 
and Agnes Hutchifon were only admitted eum nota, a- 
gainfl Beatrix Leflie, Augufl 1661. And in that pro* 
cefs likewife they received only Agnes Rofs cum nota, 
becaufe (lie was the miflrtfs of tbe two women who were 
maleficiat. Ncilfon was admitted to be an afiizer againfl:' 
Margaret Wallace, though he was brother-in-law to 
John Nicol, who had .given information for raifing the 
ditty, becaufe the ditty was not at Nicol’s inftance ; and 
yet Starling was fet from being an afiizer, becaufe Moor, 
who was alledged to be one of the perfons maleficiat, 
was his brother-in-law. March 2. 1622. Dickfon was 
there likewife admitted to be an afiizer, though he afliflcd 
the bailie in taking her, which wa$ j found the office 
©f a good citizen, and though he had deadly Feud agawilt 
her hufhand, fince it was not proved he had any againfl 
herfelf. # ‘ / , - r \ 

Women are received witneffes in this crime, as is clear 
by the procefs againfl Margaret Wallace, and all the 
procefies in Augufl 1661* The not fhedding of tears 
hath been ufed as a mark and prefumption of witchcraft, 
Sprenger, mal. malef. p. 3. q. 15. becaufe it is a mark 
of impenitence ; and becaufe feveral witches have confefled 
they could not weep : but the being accufed of fo horrid 
a crime may occafion a deep melancholy ; and melan- 
choly being cold and dry,, hinders the fhedding of 
tears ; and great griefs do rather aftpnifh than make one 
weep. 

XXV. The punifhment of this crime is with us death 
by the forefaid a& of parliament* to be execute as wcH 
againfl the ufer as the fecker of any refponfe or confulta- 
tion, & de pra&ica. The doom bears, to be wor- 
ried at the flake, and burned. 

By[tbe civil law, confulters were ’’punifhed by death 
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1. y. c. de raafef. & mathem. nemo arufpicem. confulat, 
aut mathematicum nemp ariolijm, angurum et vatum 
prav3 confeflio nonticefcat fileat omnibus rer petuo divi- 
nandi curiofitas*. In which law, fortune-tellers are alfo 
punifhable ; though with us, dumb perfons who pretend 
to foretell future events, are never punifhed capitally, 
^ut yet I haye feen them tortured, by order from the 
. council, upon a reprefentation.that they were not truly 
f dumb, but (feigning themfelvcs to be foj abufed and 
cheated the people. The fbrefaid law is renewed in the 

Bafilicks 1 . j 1 h. t. fAvibw if dt tutu nvec fiecyrixw tn aytiXka 
fit toy oi %akdcua xut 01 fiotyet fjctiii tv aoTctif recti fiocvrueu; tetvru* 

eretftxtTorscn, eckkx* xupxXixn rn %tec\<rt Xfioov rtfcufta. uxoKttcrOceecv 

But Farin, and others think, that where no perfon is in- 
jured, death fhould not be infli&ed ; and that imprifon* 
ment and banifhment is now praftifed by all nations in that 
cafe, lib. I. tom. 3. queft. 20. num. 89. & Clarus. fed. 
berefis nutn. ult. But Perezeus thinks this too favour- 
able a punifhment, except the ufers of thefe curious arta 
were induced thereto, out of mere fimpJicity, & fine dolo 
malo but with us no fuch diilin&ion can be allowed by 
the juftices, who muft find all libels relevant, which bear 
cotifuhing with witches, and that ditty being proved, 
they muft condemn the pannel to die 5 albeit I think the 
council may aker the punifhment, if it be clear that the 
lifer of thefe a6ts had ho wicked defign nor intercourfe 
with the devil therein. 

XXVI. By the law of England, witchcraft was of old 
punifhed fometimes by death, and fometimes by exile ; 
but t. Jac. this following ftatute was made, which I here 
fet down, becaufe it is very fpecial. 

• It (hall not be lawful for any one to confult a fortune-teller, or 
one pretending to foretel events by any mathematical rules for all 
their declarations are criminal, and curiofity for diviuation ought to 
be effectually retrained. 

I Let none feek advice by the art of divination, for the Chalde- 
ans, and magicians, by no means diCcorer the truth, wherefore they 
ought to be fubje&ed to capital punifhment or public fcourging, 

} And without any evil defign. 
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u If any perfon or perfons (half ufe, pra&ife, or exercife 
invocation or conjuration at any evil and wicked fpiritj 
or (hall confult, covenant with, entertain, employ, feed or 
reward, any evil or wicked fpirit ; to, or for, any intent 
or purpofe, or take up any dead man, woman, or child,, 
out of his, her, or their grave, or any other place where 
the dead body reftetty or the (kin, hone, or any part of a 
dead perfon to be imployed or tiffed in any manner of 
witch craft, forcery, charme, or inchantment ; or (hall 
ufe, pia&ife, or excrcife any witch-craft, inchantraent, 
charm or forcery, whereby any perfon (hall be killed, 
deftroyed, wafted, confumed, pined, or lamed, in his, or 
her body, or any part thereof : that then e very fuch of- 
fender or offenders, their aiders, abbetters, and counfel- 
lors, being of any the faid offence, duely and lawfully 
convitted : aBd attainted, (hall fuffer pains of death, as a 
fellon, or fellons,and (hall lofe the priviledge, and benefit 
of Clergie ; and San&uary. If any perfon or perfons take 
upon him or them, by witch-craft, inchantment, charm, or 
forcery, to tell or ‘declare, in what place any treafure of 
Gold, or Silver, fhould or might be found, or had in the 
earth, or other feeret places : Or where goods or other 

things loft, or ftoln, are become : Or whereby any catteH 

or goods of any perfon, (hall be deftroyed, or to hurt or 
deftioy any perfon in his, orher body, albeit the fame be 
not effe&ed or done ; being therefore lawfully con vi&ed, 
ihall for the faid offence fuffer Imprifonment by the fpace 
of a whole year, without baile or mainprife. Once every 
quarter of the year thefe Mountebanks are to mount the 
pillory, and to (land thereupon in forae Mercat Totia 
iix hours, and there to confefie his or her errour, and 
yffcDce. 
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THE BEWITCHING 


OP 

I 

SIR GEORGE MAXWELL OF POLLOK. 


Account tf Sir George Maxwell, and his fon Jihtn 
Taken from Crawford’s hiftory of the (hire of Renfrew, 


« Mr. GEORGE MAXWELL oFPollok, obtained 
tbe honour of knighthood from King Charles l I. He was 
a gentleman of Angular accomplifhments, and juflly 
efteemed a perfon eminent for piety, learning, and other 
good qualifications. Sir George deceafed anno' 1677. 
To whom fuccepded John his fon ahd heir; which John 
was raifed to the dignity of baronet, by king Charles lid's 
letters patent, bearing date, at Whitehall, tbe 12th of 
April 1682 Hie was, by King William, nominated one 
of his privy council for Scotland, upon the firft conftitu- 
tion thereof ; and afterwards, in the year 1 696, was ap- 
pointed one of the Ibrds commiffioners of the treafury of 
exchequer 5 and, in 1699, conflituted one of the fenatots 
of the college ofjuftice, and lord juftice clerk." 

Letter which Sir John Maxwell of Poilok fent to George 
Sinclair, profeffor of philofophy in the college of 
Glafgow, along with the account of the bewitching of 
his father. 

SIR, • Poilok, 24/i J*nt 1684. 

I fend you herewith the true account my father caufed 
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me write from his own mouth, which is the fureft relation 
I can give, either of his oWn trouble, or what concerns 
Janet Douglas, firft difcovercr of thefe pi&ures. There 
fell out fome lcfs material circumftances in the family, 
during her abode there, whereby it fully appeared, that 
fhe knew what was done in diftant places, and underftood 
languages For inftaftce, when a chapter in the Greek 
New Te (lament was read, fhe made us underftand by 
figns what the purpofes were, (for at that time /he was 
dumb, whether really or counterfeitly, it is hard to de- 
termine) and did exactly give an account to myfeif. what 
wc did at two miles diftant from the place where ihe 
was, without any information given to her which 1 knew 
of. I reft your affectionate friend, 4 

John Maxwell* 

Taken from Sii>Georg* Maxwell’s account 
of his being bewitched. 

Upon the 14th of GCtpbcr 1676, my father was fur- 
prifed at Glafgow, in the night time, with a hot and 
fiery diftemper ; and coming home the next day, he was 
fixed to his bed. The phyfician, fearing a pleuresy and 
a fever, opened a vein, and the application of medica- 
ments being made, the fiery heat was abated ; he re- 
maining for feven weeks r together under a great pain, 
chiefly in his right 'fide, though not fixed to his be <h 
There had come to Pollok-town a young dumb girl but 
from whence was not known, who had remained there for 
four weeks before, but, feldom frequenting Sir George 
Maxwell’s houfe, till at length fhe came to lome more iL 
miliarity and converfe with his two daughters And, 
having obfet ved Sir George fick and weak in his body, 
fhe fignified unto them, That there was a woman, whole 
fon hart broke hw fruit*yaid, that did prick him in 
the Tides. 

* And feeing this woman one day in the haH of Pollok 
amonglt a great many other company, fhe -affured his 
daughter, that \ this was the woman; and the day follow- 
ing, fhe told the gentleman; That this woman (whofie 
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aime was Jaa^t Marine, reli& of (John Stuart, under*., 
miller m Shaw-mill) hid forrtiecla wax pi&ure with pirii , 
in the fide, which was; to be found in herhoufe, in a hole 
behind the fire, offering fobring it unto them, pi-ovrding ! 
ftie were a£companied { wfth'fnen to prbteffc her from vio- 
lerfce. At firft they hardly underltood her, till {he went 1 
to orie of the gentlewoman’s clofets, and bringingthencc 
a little bee 3 -wax, (he plyedit before the fire, fliewingthc 
dimenfi ons arid quantity of the picture. The gentlewo- 
man regarded not the information, becaufe they thought 
it fabulous y£t his two 1 ferVants, Laurenee Pollock, and 
Andrew Martin, knowing how nauch the girl loved their ’ 
mailer, and ktiowing that his life was in hazard, if this : 
picture were not found, r<*folved at all adventures to try’ 
whether the information were true or falfe ; and there- 
fore going along with her t?o the faid Janet Mathie’s 
houfe, one of them planed himfelf on one fide of the fire/ 
rind the otheV'on the other fide, 1 while, in the mean time, 
the little girl coming 1 quickly by ‘Laurence Pollock, put* 
teth her hand in the hole behind the fire, and then flips 
into Andrew Martin beneath hip ifoak, the waxen effigy, 
tlirhich had two pins in it, one in t;ach fide, but that in 
the 'right fide, fo long as to pierce through to the other ;* 
that in the left was not fo long, nor fo deeply thruft in>‘ 
This picture being brought to Poilok, Sir George’s fon, 
without acquainting his father, apprehended Janet Ma-. 
thie, procuring the next day the Cord Rofs’s order for 
conveying her to prifon. She being interrogated touch- 
irig th*e picture, after foveral fubterfuges, alledged, “ It 
was the 4eed of the dumb girl.” 

It wa r s alfo enquired, whether Sir George or his Lady 
had given her at any time provocation to' this malice ? 
But it was well known, they had been courteous to her ; 
and, upon her complaints, had rebuked fome for fpread- 
ing bad reports upon her name, as pot appearing Suffi- 
ciently well founded to a conviftion. Omy upoir the 
14th of October above-fpeerfied, before Sir George 
went to Glafgow, he had called before Trim a fervaat t* 
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Pollok-towp, that had broken his orchard in harveft laft, 
who confe fifed the fa&, an <i that Hugh ^teivart, a fon of 
Janet Mathie’s, was his complice. But a bye-ft^nder de- 
clared, That he was,nat now in Bo&ok land, but in the 
Dhrnly. To whom Sir .George, replied, 1 hope my 
fingers may reach him in Darnly. Th*$ was all Which 
could be thought a provocation to Mathie, no harm be- 
ing done in the meantime to her fon, 'whom Sir George 
to this hour doth not fo much as know by the face, but 
hath fuffered him all the time of his ficknefs to live in hit 
mother’s houfe, even fince her imprifonment. In the 
meantime Mathie regaining obftinate, was fearched for 
infenfible marks before the fheriff-depute of Renfrew, and 
many famous witnefles, at Paifley, and there wci‘e very 
many found upon her# 

After the finding of the.pi&qre of wax fbrefaid, there 
was Com e abatement, of Sir George’s ficknefs, but not to 
any obfervable degree, fy low was he brought. But upon 
{he 4th of January following* his ficknefs recurred with 
that violence, that for four or five days, his friends and 
relations had no great, confidence of his life. But* they 
were more amazed on the 7th of January, being the 
Sabbath-day, when they had an exprefs from the dumb 
girl, who was at Poljok-to^n, but could not get over 
the water to the houfe, the river being fo fwelled at that 
time, fignifying that John Stewart, Mathie’s eldeft fon, 
had four days fincc formed an effigy, of clay, for taking 
away Sir George’s life.- Add when (he was called for, 
(he declared, it was in his houfe, beneath the bolder, a- 
mong the bed-ftraw. 

The next day following, James Dunlop of Houfehill, 
and Ludowick' Stewart of Achinhqod# with fome of Sir 
George’s ferv^nt^, wenti tp Stewart’s houfe, taking the 
little girl witk them, refp^ving to make a very exaS trial, 
that it might, not J^,faid, that the dumb girl had brought 
any thing hifchef. Wherefore they caufed John Stewart 
himfelf to light a candle and hold it, while Ludo wick Stew- 
art; and another did, in his light, lift the clay effigy from 
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among the bed-ftra,w> beneath the bolder (the little girl 
all the while (landing at a diftance frdm the place), but 
the piAure having been made only three or four days be- 
fore, and not fufficiently hard, did break into two pieces. 
In it were three pins, one in each fide, and one in the 
I>reaft. Stewart had nothing to fay for hioifelf, but that 
he knew not who had put that thing there. He was in- 
ft^ntly apprehended, and fo was a little filler of his, lately 
entered into the fourteenth year of her age, named An- 
nabel Stewart, who was fa id to have whifpered before 
fomewhat of the waxen effigy. This poor’ereature proved 
thereafter, through God’s favour, a key to the detection 
of making both the pi&ures. 

At firft (he was very obftinate, but the next day (he 
confefled, ** That being predent in her brother’s houfe 
the 4th of ^January, while the clay pi&ure was formed, 
the black gentleman being prefent, (which was the name 
fhe gave the devil) together -with Beffie Weir, Margery 
Craig, Margaret Jackfon, and her brother John.” But 
when confronted with her brother, (he did not with con- 
fidence adhere to her 1 confeffion. Upon the finding of 
this piAure, Sir George did very obfervably recover in 
hia health, and all the pain which was in his fide, did, by 
degrees, wear away. 

John Stewart remained, notwithftanding his filler’s 
jeonfeffion, above meafure obftinate, until he was fearched 
tbe next day for infenfible marks, whereoB he had great 
plenty; at the finding whereof, he was fo confounded, 
that immediately he confefled his pa&ian with the devil, 
and almoft all the other heads exprefled in his judicial 
cOnftffion after-written ; ’and declared, “ That his accom- 
plices whfo formed tbe effigy with him wfcre the fame his 
lifter had named.” She alfo came to a free and full con- 
feffion of her pa Aibn with the devil, and her acceffion 
"to her forming both of the waxen piAure in her mother’s 
"houfe, and of the clay one in her brother’s houfe. 

Upon information of the premifes,' the Earl of Dun- 
donaid and the Lord Rofs, granted a warrant for appre* 
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-.herding B<flie Weir, Mfrrgpret Jackfon, and- Margf jy 
1 Craig, who had been fellow -fillers in the nforefaid 
forcery. 

Margaret Jackfop, a woman aged about fourfeore of 
years, after a day or tw o, confeJTed pa&icn with tht devil, 
and her acc<ffibn to the making of both the pi&ures, azij^ 
condefcendtd upon the accomplices above-named^ MaPf 
in fallible marks were found op her body, 

Upon <h e i 7tji of January laft, a third portrait of clay 
was found under Janet Mathie’s bolder in the prifon 
houfe of Pailley, which the dumb girl had given infor- 
mation of. But it feemed to be the pi&ureof fome wo- 
man, and probably of fome of the family ofPollok* Fey 
Annabil Stewart did freely declare, “ Th^t their malice 
was againft the whole family of Pollck.” For turning 
to young Pollock and his JLady, (he faid, ** And againft 
you alio,” This portrait was found before four famous 
witndfes. 

The lprds of His Majefty’s privy council, being in- 
formed of fhefe pidlures and tffigies, the depofitions of 
three confe/fing witches being fept, did grant a cora- 
mifiion for their trial, and alfo for the trial of the other 
three that were obftinate. And in regard of the regula- 
rity of the cafe, they ordered the procefs to be very for 
lemn, commiflioning for the trial fome judicious gentlemen 
in the cojunjry, viz. Sir Patrick Gaullcn of CauftoD, 
James Brisbane of Bifhopton, Sir John Shaw younger of 
Greenock, and John A nderfon younger of Dovebill. To 
whom they added Mr. John Frcfion, advocate, (a gentle- 
man well feen in criminals, and who exercifed the office 
of juflice-depute for fever al years), a fine qua non in the 
cemmifiion. And that the whole procefs might be the 
more exad, they appointed George Lord Refs afTeffor, 
with power to vote apd decide. And further ordered 
Mr. Robert Martin, clerk to the juftice court, to be 
clerk to the procefs, which yv&t tP be recorded in th/e 
public books of adjodrnal* . t . 

* i * * ' 


* 


Digitized by Google 



4 * 


What follows of Sir George Maxwell’s affair, Is moftly 
x taken out ofan authentic copy of the trial of the witches, 
held at Paifley, Feb. 15. i677,touchingt he bewitching 
of Sir George Maxwell, and part is taken out of Sir 
George’s account. 

The commifiiorfers of juftlclary held their firft court at 
Paifley, the 27th of January 1677 5 before whom Anna- 
bil Stewart, of the age of fourteen years, or thereby, 

' when brought in the prefence of the juftices for the crime 
of witchcraft, declared, that in harveft laft, the devil, in 
the fhape of a black man, came to her mother’s houfe, 
and required the declarant to give hcrfelf up to him ; and 
that the devil promifed her (he fhould not want any thing 
that was good. Declares, that (he, being enticed by 
her mother Janet Mathie, and Bellie Weir, who was offi- 
cer to their feveral meetings, (he put her hand to the 
crown of her head, and the other to the foie of her foot, 
and did give herfelf up to the devil. Declares, that her 
mother promifed her a new coat for doing it. Declares, 
that her fpirit’s name Was Enippa *, and that the devil 
took her by the hand, and nipped her arm, which con- 
tinued to be fore for half an hour. Declares, that the 
devil, in the fhape of a black man, lay with her in the 
bed under the clothes, and that (he found him cold. De- 
clares, thereafter he placed her neareft himfelf. And 
declares, that fhe was prefent in her mother’s houfe when 
the effigy of wax was made ; and that it was made to 
prefent Sir George Maxwell. Declares, that the black 
'man, Janet Mathie, the declarant’s mother, (whofe fpirit’s * 
name was Landlady 9 ) Beilie Weir, (whofe fpirit’s name 
is Sopha,) Margery Craige, (whofe fpirit’s name is 
Rigervm,) and Margaret Jackfon, (whofe fpirit’s name j* 

\ 

• Sir George Maxwell's account fays, " That the new name the 
devil gave her, was Anippy. f Sir George Maxwell's account 
fays, Janet Mathie her mother, whofe name was, from the devil. 
Lands lady, Beflie Weir, whofe name was Sopha, Margery Craig, 
whofe name was Rigcru, Margaret Jackfon, whofe name was 
J*ocas. 

E 
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irlLocdb,) were all prefent at the miking ef the fstfcl 
effigy 5 and that they bound it on a fpk, and turned it 
before the fire ; and that it wai turned by Beffie Wjeir, 
laying as. they turned it, SirG$orge Maxwell ! Sir Qcqrgc 
Maxwell!. and that this was cxprefled by all of them, 
and by the declarant. Declares, that the pidure was 
made in O&aber lad. And farther declares, that upon 
the third day of January inftant, Bcffie Weir c*me to her 
mother’s houfe, and advifed her to come to l)P\brother 
John Stuart’s, upon the night following: and that ac- 
cordingly fhe came to the place, where (he found Bei^e 
Weir, Margery Craige, Margaret Jackfon, and her bro. 
,ther John Stuart, and a man with black clothes, a blue 
band, and white handcuffs, with loggers , and that his 
feet were cloven. And the declarant fat down by the 
fire- fide with them, when they made a pi&ure of clay, in 
which 4 hey placed pins in the bread and fides. And de- 
clares, that they placed one in every fide, and one in the 
bread. Declared that the black man did put the pins in 
the pidlure of wax 5 but is not fure who put in the 
pins in the pi&ure of clay. Declares, that the effigies 
produced, are the effigies fhe faw made. Declares, that 
-the black man’s name is Ejoal. This declaration w^s 
emitted before James Dunlop, of Houfehill, William 
-Gremlaye, &c. January, 27. 1677. Ita ed Robert us 
JPark, notarius publicus, &c*. 

The fecond confeffion is of John Stuart, who being 
interrogated anent the crime of witchcraft, declared, that 
upon Wednefday the third day of January indent, Bcflie 
Weir, in Pollok town came to the declarant late at 
night, who being without doors near to his own ,houfe, 
.the/aid Bcffie Weir did intimate to him, that there was 
a meeting to be at his houfe the next day : and that the 

• Sir George Maxwells account, fay*, this declaration was made 
before famous. witntfles, fubferibed by the-two notaries public for 
her, Robert Park younger, Patrick CarfweH in Paifley, and fufe* 
feribed by.the coxmnifhor.{ri« 
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lev if, under the fhape of a black man, Margaret Jabkfotf, 
Margery Craige, and the faid Bcflie Weir were to be prc*. 
fent. And that Beffie Weir required the declarant to be 
there, which he profnifed 1 ; and that the next night, after 
the declarant had* gone to : bed, the black mail came in, 
and called the declarant quietly by his name ; upon which 
he rofe from his bed, and put on* his clothes, and lighted 
atf candle. Declares, that Margaret jackfon, Beffie Weiif* 
and Margery Craige, did enter in at a window in the gavel 
of the declarant’s houfe, and that the fitft, thing that the 
black man required, was, that the declarant fhould re- 
nounce his baptifna, and deliver himfelf wholly to him; 
which the declarant did, by putting one hand on the 
crown of his head, and the other on the foie of his foot. 
And that he was tempted to it, by the devil’s promifing 
that he ihould not want any pleafure, and that he fhould get 
his heart filled on all that (hall do him wrong. Declares ^ 
that he gave him the name of Jonas forhis fpirit’s name*. * 
Declares, that thereafter the devil required all their 
confents for the making of the effigies of clay, for the 
taking away the life of Sir George Maxwell of : Polloky 
to revenge the taking the declarant’s mother, Janet Ma- 
thie. Declares, that every one of the perfons above- 
named gave their confent to the making of the faid effigies, 
and that they wrought the clay, and that the black man 
did make the figure of the head, and face, and two arms, 
to the faid effigies : Declares, that the devil fet three 
pins in the fame ; one in each hie, and one in the breafl; 

4 and that the declarant did hold the candle to them all the 
time the pi&ure was making; and that he obferved one 
of the black man’s feet to be cloven ; and that his ap- 
parel was black ; and that he had a bluifh band and hand- 
cuffs : and that he had koggerr on his legs without (hoes ; 
and that the black man’s voice was hough and gouftie. 
And farther declares, that after they had begun the>form« 

♦Sir George Mixwell’s account fa;#, 0 That the new Qime giv^a 
to him by the devil, wsi Jonas/* 
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>ng of the effigies, his lifter Annabil Stuart, a child of 
thirteen or fourteen years of age, came knocking at the 
doof, and being let in by the declarant, Ihe ftaid with 
them a confiderable time ; but that Ihe went away before 
the reft, he having opened the door to her. That the 
reft went out at the window at which they entered. De- 
clares, that the effigies were placed by Beffie Weir in hit 
bed-flraw. He further deel&res, he himfelf had envy a- 
gmtnft Sir George Maxwell, for apprehending Janet Ma- 
thie his mother ; and that Beffie Weir had great malice 
againft this Sir George Maxwell $ and that her quarrel 
was, as the declarant conceived, becaufe the faid Sir 
George had not entered her hulband to his harveft fervice: 
and alfo declares, that the faid effigies were made upon 
the fourth day of January inftant ; and that the devil's fa 
name was EjoaL Declares, that his fpiriYs name was 
yonas ; and Beffie Weir's fpirit's name, who was officer, ^ 
was Sopba ; and that Margaret Jackfon's fpirit's name, 
was Locas ; and that Annabil Stuart, the declarant's 
fifter's, was Etuppa ; but does not remember wba£ Mar- 
gery Craige's fpirit's name was. Declares, that he cannot 
write. This confeffion was emitted in the prefence of 
the witnefles to the other confeffion, and on the fame day. 

Ita eft, Robertus Park, notarius publicus, &c # . 

The confeffion of Margaret Jackfon, relidt of Thomas 
Stuart, in Shaws, who, being examined by the jutliccs 
anent her being guilty of witchcraft, declares that Ihe 
was prefent at the making of the firft effigies and picture 
that were made in Janet Mathie's houfe in October; and * 
that the devil in the lhape of a black man, Janet Mathie, 
Beffie Weir, Margery Craige, and Annabil Stuart, were 
prefent at the making of the faid effigies, and that they . 
were made to reprefent Sir George Maxwell of Pollok, 
for the taking away his life. Declares, that forty years 
ago, or thereabout, ffic was at Pollokfhaw-croft, with forae 

* Sir George Maxwell's account, fays, « This conisflion had the 
fame folemnities which the former had,“ 
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.few flicks on her back, and that the black man came to 
her, and that (he did give up herfelf unto the black man» 
from the top of her head to the foie of her foot ; and 
that this was after the declarant’s renouncing of her bap- 
tifm ; and that the fpirit’s-name which he defigned her 9 
was Locas. And that about the third or fourth of |anu- 
any inftant, or thereby, in the night time, when (he 
waked, (he found a man to be in bed with her, whom 
fhe fuppofed to be her hufband, though her hufband had 
been dead twenty years, or thereby, and that the man 
immediately difappeared ; and declares, that this man 
who difappeared was the devil. Declares, that upon 
Thursday the 4th of January inftant, (he was prefent in 
the houfe of John Stuart, at night, when the effigy of 
clay was made, and that (he faw the black man there, 
fometimes fitting, fometimes (landing with John Stuart ; 
and that the black man’s clothes were black, and that be 
had white hand- cuffs ; and that Beffie Weir in Polloktoun, 
and Annabil Stuart in Shaws, and Margery Craigc, 
were at the aforefaid time and place of making the fa id 
effigy of clay ; and declares, that (he gave her confent to 
the making of the fame ; and declares that the devil’* 
name, who compeared in the black man’s (hapc, was 
Ejaol. Sic fubfcribitur, ita eft, Robert us Park, notariua 
publicus, &c*. 

One remarkable paffage which is taken from Sir George 
MaxweR's account, runs thus ; The jufticc upon the . 
27th of January, commanded the jailor to fix Janet Ma- 
thie’s feet in the flocks, that fhe might not do violence 
to her own life. The man declared, ‘‘That the next 
morning he had found her bolder, which the night before 
was laid at leaft fix yards diftant from the docks, now * 
placed beneath her : the docks being fo heavy, that two 

iJh le ftrongeft men in the country could hardly have 
cljped them fix yards : he .wondering, did a(k her how 

xJHB George Maxwells account, fays, 1 This confcflion had 
foicmaitics which t\e two former had. 
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flie~ had win to the bolder ; die anfwered, u That 
fhe had crept alongft the floor of the room, drawing the 
fto'cks to the fame place.” And before the court, (be 
faid, “ She had gotten one foot free out of the hole, and 
with the other had drawn the flocks:” a thing altogether 
impoflible, The flocks being fo weighty, nor was fhe able 
to take her foot out of the hole. 

Upon the 15th of February 1677, t ^ lc juft ices being 
convene^ again in court at Paiiley, John Stuart, and 
Annabil Stuart, with Margaret Jackfon did adhere to 
their former judicial confeflion ; but Janet Mathie, 
Bcflie Weir, and Margery Craige, did obftinately 
deny. 

Wow follow the depofitions of certain perfons, agreeing 
with the confefiions of the above-faid witches. 

Andrew Martin, fervitor to the lord of Pollok, of the 
age of thirty years, or thereby, depones that he was prefent 
in the houfe of Janet Mathie, pannel, when the pidlurc 
of wax produced was found in a little hole in the wall at 
the back of the fire. Depones, that Sir George’s fick- 
nefs did fall upon him about the 18th of O&ober, or 
thereby. Depones, that the pidlure of wax was found 

on the— of December, and that Sir George’s fick- 

uefs did abate and relent about the time the picture of wax 
was found and difcovered in Janet Mathie’s houfe. De- 
pones, that the pins were placed in the right and left iides ; 
and that Sir George Maxwell of Pollok’s pains, as he 
underftood by Sir George’s complaining of thefe pains, 
lay mod in his right and” left fides.i And depones, that 
Sir George’s pains did abate and recent after the 
finding of the faid pi&ure of wax, and taking out 
•f the pins, as is faid. And depones, that the 
pannel Janet Mathie has beeq by fame and bruit re- 
puted a witch thefe feveral years by-paft. And this is 
the truth, as he fhall anfwerto God. Sic fubferib. Andr* 
Martin. 

Laurence Pollock, fecrctary to the lord of Pollok, 
fvrorn and purged of partial sounfel, depones, that oa 

Digitized by Google 



47 


the ■ ■ — day of December, lie was In the pannel Janet 

Mathie’s houfe when the pi&ure was found ; and that* he 
did not fee it before it was brought to the pannel’s door. 
Depones, that Sir George Maxwell of Pollok's ficknefs 
did feize upon him about the fourteenth of October, dr 
thereby, and he did continue in his ficknefs or diftemper 
for fix weeks or therebr. Depones, that Sir George** 
ficknefs did abate and relent after the finding of the laid 
picture of wax, and taking out of the pins that were in 
the effigies. Depones, that by open bruit and common 
famo, Janet Mathie, and Beffie Weir, and Margery 
Craige, are branded to be witches. Depones, that the 
truth is this, as he (hall anfwer (o ,G°d. Sic fubfi rib. 
.Laurencfc Pollock. 

Ludowick Stuart of Auchinhood, being fworn and 
purged of partial counfel, depones, that Sir George’s 
ficknefs fell upon him the fourteenth or fifteenth of 
October, or thereby. Depones, that he was not prefent 
at the finding ofithe pi&ure of wax, but that he had feen 
Sir George Maxwell of Pollok, after it was found, and 
having feen him in his ficknefs often-times before, he did 
perceive that Sir George had fenfibly recovered after the 
time that the faid pi&ure was faid to be found, which 
was upon the i fth or 12th of December. Depones, 
that Janet Mathie and Margery Craige, two of the pan- 
nels, are, by report of the country, faid to be witches. 
Depones, that he having come to Pollok, he did fee Sir 
George Maxwell, wliofe pains did recur, and that his 
pains and torments were greatly increafed in refpedt of 
what they were before the finding of the pi&ure of wax. 
Depones, that upon the 8 th of January, when they left 
tht: faid Sir George Maxwell of Pollok, the deponent, 
James Dunlop of Houfehill, Allan Douglace, and feveral 
others, did go to the houfe of John Stuart, warlock, in 
Pollok-ftiaw, and there he found a pi&ure of clay in the 
faid John Stuart’s bed-ftraw. Depones, that there were 
three pins in the faid pi&ure of clay, and that there was 
one in each fide, and one in the bread. And depones, 
that being returned to Sir George’s houfe, Sir Georgjc 
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,tokl the deponent that he found great eafe of his pains, 
and that it was before the deponent, Houfchill, and the 
reft did reveal to him that they had found the faid pidlure 
of clay ; and further depones, that this is truth, as be 
(hall anfwerto God. Sic fubferib. Ludowick Stuart. 

What follows, is taken from Sir George's account. 

The juflices having examined all witnefles in matters 
of fadf, touching the effigies, Sir George’s ficknefe, and 
the recovery of his health, upon the finding of the fame, 
.confidering alfo the bad fame of thofe who were obflmate, 
and having confronted them with the confeffing witches, 
who in their faces avowed their acceffion, in manner ex* 
prefTed in the confeffions above written. Confidering, 
laftly, all other circumftanccs of their cafe, committed 
them to the trial of a judicious inqueft, who being found 
, guilty^, were condemned to the fire to be burned, and 
their effigies with them. Only Annabil, in regard ot her 
nonage, and the evidences (he feemed to give of her pe- 
nitency, was reprieved by order of the council, but to re* 
main in prifon. In the meantime, both fhe and her bro- 
ther John did fcrioufly exhort their mother to confeflion; 
and with tears, did Annabil put her in mind of the many 
meetings (he had with the devil in her own houfe ; and 
that a fummer’sday would not be fufficient to relate what 
(he had feen pafs between the devil and her ; but nothing 
«ould prevail with her obchired and hardened heart. 

Some account of Janet Douglas, the girl referred to in. 

the account of the bewitching of Sir George Maxwell 

ofPollok. 

Sir John Maxwell, at the end of the account which he 
fent to Mr. George Sinclair, profefTor of philofopby in 
the college of Glafgow, fays, It is to be noted, the 
dumb girl, whofe name was Janet Douglas, doth now 
fpeak, not very diilin&ly, yet fo as fhe may be undei flood ; 
and is a perfon that moll wonderfully difeovers things 
pafl, and doth alfo underftand the Latift tongue, which 
<hc never learned. 
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The following is the extraffc of a letter which was fent 
to Mr. George Sinclair, profeffor of philofophy in the 
college of Glafgow. 

“ When l was at Glafgow, in fummer 1677, I was de- 
firbus to fee the dumb girl, (Janet Douglas.) At my firft 
incoming fhe declined to entertain difeourfe, but by friend- 
ly expreflions, and giving her fome money, I gained her, 

I firft enquired ahent her parentage. “ 1 do not re- 
member, fays (he, M of my parents, but only that I 
was called by the name of Janet Douglas by all people 
who knew me. 1 was kept when I was very young, 
by a poor woman who proved cruel to me, by beating 
and abufing me 5 whereupon I deferted the woman’s 
houfe, and went a-begging.” t enquired next how (he 
became dumb. She told me by reafon of a fore fwell- 
ing (he took in her throat and tongue ; but afterwards 
by the application of Album Graecum, “*rhich I thought 
faid (he, was revealed to me, I recovered my fpeech.” 1 
alkedher, how (he came to the knowledge of witches and 
their pra&ices. She anfwered, That (he had it only by a 
vifion, and knew all things as well as if (he had been per- 
fonally prefent with them ; but had no revelation or in- 
formation from the voice of any fpirit ; nor had (he any 
communication with the devil, or any fpirit of that kind; 
“only, fays (he, the devil was represented to me, when he 
was in company with any of the witches, in that fame 
(hape and habit he was feen by them.’V-She told me, 
fhe was altogether ignorant of the principles of religion, 
but had fome fmattering knowledge of the Lord’s prayer, 
which (he had heard the witches repeat, it feems, by her 
vifion, 'in prefence of the devil; and at his defire, which 
(he obferved, they added to the word art, the letter w, 
which made it run, 4 * Our Father which wart in heaven 
and made the third petition thus, “ As on earth fo it 
may in heaven by which meaas the devil made the 

application of the prayer to himfelf. 1 remember, 

that one day there was a woman in the town, who had 
the curiofity to give her a vifit, who a(ked her, u Hovr 
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ft e came to the knowledge of fo many things ? But* the 
young wench fhifted her, by asking the woman’s name* 
ftc told her name, fays the other, “ Are there any other 
in Glafgow of that name? No,- fays the woman. Then, 
faid the girl, “ You are a witch.” Says the other, 

€i Then you are a deril.” The girl anfwers, “ The devil 
doth aot reveal witches 5 but I know you to be one, and 
I know your practices too.” Hereupon the woman ran 
away in great coofufion, being indeed a perfon fufpe&ed 
of witchcraft, and had been* fometimes fmprifoned on 
that ac count. «- ■■ ■—Another woman, whofe name was 
Campbel, had the cuciofity like wife to come and fee her* 
and began to afk fome queflions at her. The wench 
ftifting to give her an anfwer* fays, “ I pray you tell 
me where you were yefternight, and what you were 
doing ? “ And withal, fays (he, let me fee your arm 
fhe refufing, the landlord laid hold upon the woman, with 
fome others in the houfe, and forced her to make bare 
her arm, where Janet Douglas ftc wed them an invifiblc 
mark, which fte had gotten from the devil. The poor I 
woman much afhamed, ran home. A little time after, 
fhe came out and told hSr neighbours, that what Janet 
Douglas faid of her was true ; and earncflly intreated 
them that they would (hew fo much to the magblratcs, 
that fhe might be apprehended-, “ otherwife the devil, 
fays flic, will make mckdl myftlf.” But the neighbours 
judging her to be under a fit of diftra&ion, carried her 
home to her houfe ; but early, the next morning the 

woman was found drowned in Clyde. The girl like- 

wife told me at Glafgow, being then under no reftraint, 
that it was revealed to her fhe would be carried before the 
great council at Edinburgh, imprifoned there, and 
fcourged through the town All which came to pafs. — 
For about a year after, fhe was apprehended and imprifoa* 
ed in the tolbooth of the Canongate, and was brought 
before the council, but nothing being found againft her, 
fte was difmiffcd j but thereafter, for fereral crimes - 
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committed whhin the town of Edinburgh, (he was taken 
again, and imprifoned, fcourged, and fent away to 
ibme foreign plantation ; fince which time I have not heard 
of her— There are fevcTal other remarkable paffages con- 
cerning her, which I cannot inform you of, which others 
perhaps may do ; therefore JL (hall abruptly break off, and 
fay no more, but. that I am your affe&ionate friend. Mr. 
Sinclair fays, “ This information I have from a difereet 
uoderftanding gentleman, who was one of my fcholars 
Glafgow fcveral years ago.” 
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W ISE men do juft ly fufpeft, and are hardly brought 
/(•Credit the tccouiHs of extraordinary ftorie»}*fp«:i- 
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*Uy aaent witchcraft ; becaufe the frequent impofturss 
which the Romanifts have obtruded on the world in their 
miracles and legends ; the many relations of odd things 
as done by daemons or wizards, which yet, were either 
falfe or the ground of (ample natural caufes ; the ignor* 
ance of feveral judges and juries, who have condemned 
Ally creatures merely upon their ridiculous confeffions, or 
Other (lender proof ; and the difficulty of conceiving the 
manner or philofophy of fome operations and appearances, 
though undoubtedly true in fa&; are good prejudices 
again A a fudden belief, and precautions for an exa& in- 
quiry. But they are men of weak fouls, deftitute of diftind 
thoughts ; who deny all, becaufe they have difeovered er- 
ror in fome, or condemn as falfe, all fe&s which they 
are ignorant how they came to exift : by the fame rule 
of reafoning that there are no enthufiafts, becaufe the beft 
men have been fometimea mi (taken for thefe ; nor are 
there any criminals, in refpedt fcverals have fuffered who 
were not truly fuch, confidering that many hiftoriVs are 
fabulous, therefor^ none is to be trufted : And all the 
phxnomenas in nature, whofe invifible caufes they cannot 
comprehend, are mere delufions. 

The following narrative, as to the truth of fait, is the 
beft attefted piece of hiftory of this kind, that has occurred 
in many ages : the mod of thje matters therein reprefented 
having gained the aflent of private fceptics : and being 
proven before public judges, fo that it is more furprifing 
than the ftrange things of witchcraft, that any (hould fe- 
rioufly deny the being thereof, and from thence diferedit 
fuch ufeful providences at a diftance, when notoriety has 
difpelled all obje&ions in the places where they did 
exift. 

Matiy authors have proven at large, that there are witch- 
es and witchctaft, from reafon, feripture, antiquity, and 
experience of all nations and ages in the world, and they 
have folved the difficulties which might obftru£t the belief 
of this pofitive proof, by poffible hypothefis of philofophy* 
. where it is to be obferved, that though an j fuch explica^ 
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tions of the natural manner of phenomena are fubje& t® 
cavil, yet the exillence of a thing which hath fo certain 
pofitive evidence cannot be denied in found reafoning ; 
becaufe angels and men not being made for civil converfe 
together in this world, and all communion with devils 
being interdi&ed us, the Scripture needed to unfold little 
of their way of a£ing \ and Hill the next age may dis- 
cover what this could not reach, as this has already un- 
veiled what was thought inextricable in the laft, unlefa 
impoflibility were prefently demonftrated. Therefore 
fuch a Ihort hint, as may fomewhat illuftrate the events 
in the fubfequent difeourfe, may fuflice in the prefent 
cafe ; efpecially lince providence does, by eminent occur- 
rences, rather defign our pra&ical inftruStion, than a fub- 
je& of notional {peculation. 

The devil can affume a corporeal (hape and befpeak 
man out of it: as he did to Eve, our Saviour, and in 
fome heathen oracles: fo that there is capacity for the 
entering into contradl. Satan is willing thus to infure 
mortals of being enemies to heaven, earth, and their own 
falvation, by his indefatigable malice againft all the three* 
as curiofity'in wits, revenge, and difclofure of fecrets in 
the great, covetoufnels in the worldling, or power and 
pleafure in all whom he thinks needful, (they being im- 
pregnable other ways), and is permitted by God, to at- 
tack in this manner, does fufficiently blind them, to be 
fufceptible of his propofals thercanent We fee daily 
how criminal lulls inflamed by fatan, divert their horror, 
not only of eternal, but alfo of temporal eminent torments : 
perverting thefe inftin&s of nature which might fright 
them from furrender. But further, he does commonly 
facilitate his conqucft oh witches, by decoying them piece- 
meal to his lure, through the mediation of others fr8m / 
among mankind that are already embarked, till they be 
prepared, and he get an opportunity gf making 
rthem an explicit tranfa&ion. 

That accordingly ' ' 

-c laflo prevailed in mak- 
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ihg tbrcerm and witches, appears from the teftimony rf 
'the wifeft and belt in all dates and times. 

The heathens, by nature and pra&ice, difcovering this 
truth, made laws againft makficos and mathematicos*, 
(thefe lad, though they aflumed the name of an art much 
encouraged by the legifiators ; yet were known, tinder the 
tloak thereof, to confult the devil anent the fates of men 
* and dates) which the Roman fenateand people did execute; 
and even the Perfians, in fome good reigns did the fame* 
Urider the Old Tedament difpenfation the magicians of 
Egypt and Babylon were baffled by Mofes and Daniel; ] 
Balaam and the witch ofEndor were baffled, juft judgments 
were infli&ed on Jezebel, Mamaffch, and the ten tribes 
for their forceries, and witchcrafts amongd other crimes; 
and the laws made againd fuch, as diftinft from other 
guilt under the NeW Tedament Simon Magus, who be- 
witched the people of Samaria ; Elimas the fotoerer, who 
was druck blind at Paul's rebuke; the PythonilTegirl who 
feems to have been poffed of confent, becaufe die was not 
tormented, but got profit thereby ; and fuch as confefled 
(hewed their deeds and burned their books in Ephefus; 
are undeniable indances of witchcraft. Finally, there are 
prophecies of falfe Chrids with fignsand wonders, able to 
deceive, if poflible, the very cleft ; general councils have 
made canons againd thefe wretches ; and the experiment- 
al knowledge of injured mortals, with the public fen* 
tences which did vindicate the fame ; in fubfequent ages* 
are delivered down to us by the writers thereof. Hence 
Guiliclmus Linenfis, a popifh doftor, was judly put to 

X death, even though he died penitent, he having confefled 
witchcraft, (whereof the Written covenant was found in 
Uis pocket), and that his fhare of the devil's lervice wa* 
to perfuade and preacti that witches were only filly deluded 
melancholians, whereby their confeflions were no proof* 
Mis fuccefs was fuch in this work of darknefs, that the 
' ^people and judges did flack, and witches vjcrc vaftly muJU 

* Witches and Mathematicians* 
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ItpKed In few yean, vld. Pet. Mamorius de Lamus, whar, 
gives an account of the procefs from authentic records. 
Through thefe periods, it is obferved, that Satan has oft 
fhifted the fcene, and turned himfrlf to many dupes, as he 
found it mod accommodating to his purpofes: whereby the 
manner of apparition of devils has been different, according* 
to the (late of the times. So of old Satan appeared, and 
was worfliipped as fuch, for deprecating his mifchief* 
which is faid to be retained in fome of the moft barbarous 
places of the Indies to this day. 

In the darknefs of popery the devil was transformed into 
a more innocent fpirit*, in the brounies and fairies. Thefe 
were then very frequent, he having impudence thus to 
appear openly, proportional to the knowledge of men, over 
whom his reign was fo univerfal, as it is related to con- 
tinue in the more northern regions at this day. But fince 
light has broke out in our horizon, he oftener works ex- 
ternally by magicians and witches, and internally on the 
lulls of men, being now moftiy retrained to his own fphere, 
or fubje&s. Yet Hill heenfnares feverals, partly, by aping 
the ordinances of God ; efpecially as they are corrupted 
in the Romifti church, whence fo many monks and nuns 
as already prepared, have been found overcome. So he 
keeps with them public affemblies in the night of extra- 
ordinary merit. They formally worfhip him by many 
4 mimical geftures ; he imprints on them a kind of facra- 
ment 5 he inflidls dreadful penances on fuch as have not 
executed the commanded mifehiefs ; he teaches them odd 
words and figns, upon repeating of which exorcifms, he 
(it being his intereft) effe&uatcs the forc-padlioned ope- 
rations, &c- 

But though what he does of himfelf, or on the watch 
word or enfign of forcerers or witches, may, by col- 
lection, and artful difpofal of matter and form, appear 
furpriffng 5 yet he cannot work againft nature, or foap- 

* That'pretendei toforetel deaths, reveal the dcfun&s, will difeo- 
ver occult murder do other friendly offices, 4c. which were fubtle 
ftieans of indacing to him and relying on him. 
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ply adlivcs to paffivcs, as to overturn the courfe thereof ; 
fmce that is only competent to its author, who alone 
can do true miracles, or know immediately the thoughts 
of man. Yea, after the fall it is like, that even Satan's 
natural powers are come down below thofe of good an- 
gels ; and it is certain, that he is often befooled in his 
defigns by providence : notwithtlanding whereof he re- 
tains fo much as (being permitted) is fufficient to bring 
about, by uufecn natural means, moil of the extraordi- 
nary appearances, that the generality of the learned 
have attributed to him j and particularly thofe in the fub- 
fequent narrative : many of which, though they arc be- 
yond the efficiency of difeafe, deceit, or any vifiblc caufe;. 
yet may be the effedts of fome fuch unperceived means as 
follow. 

There is no difficulty in Satan's tranfmitting in a 
fhprt time an account of things which are pad ; fince it 
is known he goes to and fro in the earth : yea, he may 
have certainly foretold fome future events, as Alexander's 
fuccefs againft Peifia, &c. feeing he underltands and 
may deal the great revolutions of the world, 
out of the prophets ; wherein they are fo gra- 
phically circumfcribed ; or he may difeover his own reso- 
lutions whenever he is commiffioned or permitted to ex- 
ecute a judgment ; which is the cafe of thofe whom for 
feeking their horofeops, God gives over to him to whom 
they do apply ; and of Saul, who got fo exadt an accpunt 
of his own end by the Philiflines. But without fome 
fuch aid, Satan can only guefs like the phyfician by the 
"urine, or politician by the crifis of dates, which is the 
caufe that mod of his oracles are ambiguous. 

His tranfporting of witches is elfewhere explained. 
He can raife hurricanes, as appears in Job, which are 
known to carry over tracks of Tea and land, very ponder- 
ous bodies ; as it is eafy for him to condenfe a part of 
the vehicle, wh ; ch may prote& the breathing and yet cut 
the air, like the fence of dyvers, and beak . of a (loop ; in 
jwhich alfo he affedls the magnifying of his natural pow- 
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ers to be no lefs that of good angels, who tfailfported 
Ezekiel and Elijah. His covering of the witches from 
fight, at fome times, is alfo cleared from the difficulties 
which feem to attend it, in another place, where it ap~ 
pears very poifible that his /kill in optics, reflexion and 
rcfra&ion of light, See. to which his power and agility as 
a fpirit fubmini Urates materials, may effe&uate all that 
can be proven to be true fa& in the cafe. 

But Glanvil, More, and others, lay another hypothefia 
in both, viz. That the foul is feparable from the body 
in fome cafes, without death : when by God’s permiffion, 
Satan, of the parties confcnt, gets* power over foul and 
body; whereby he may carry away the one from the heirxa 
of the other, and fet it back again in its feat ; providing 
the vital fpirits which make the body a fit receptacle, bo 
well preferved by ointments, that conftri& the pores till 
the return of its gueft ; but death enfues from a repara- 
tion, when the organs of the body are rendered altogether 
unapt to obey the foul’s commands in its fun&ions. If 
fuch an opinion could be true, Satan might place this cap* 
tivated fpirit to a&uate any fhape he thinks fit. 
But there needs not fo much metaphyfics to unriddle the 
appearances of witches asbeafts and the like: fince their 
real perfons may be covered with a vehicle, which by 
difpofal* of the rays coming therefrom, may fafeinate the f 
eyes by the fame impreffions that come from the true 
fight of fuch. His power of reprefenting another thing 
in lieu of that which is truly prelent, is fo certain that it it 
found he may make up the image of perfons who are not 
prefent at all. For it is undoubted that fpiritual devils ‘ 
may fometimes be permitted to reprefent by phantom* 
the molt innocent and praife-worthy men, as devils in* 
carnate do traduce them. He that accu&th the brethren 
and imitates an angel of light, may likewife perfonate the 
children of light by his delufiotfs : yet the antecedents* 
concomitants, and confequents, of fuch providences, do 
readily propale the falfehood, fo as the juft man* for the 
moil part, ffiall not perifh in his rightcoufaefs, and God* 
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in his ordinary providence, will not laugh at the trial of 
the innocent, though fometime9 it fall out, that the Tons 
of Belial may {wear away the life of an innocent 
Naboth. 

There are feveral other things of lefs difficult explica- 
tion. Particularly, the devil, or witches might have been 
heard in converfe .by the maid, and not by others, the 
fame way as a found dire6\ed through a fpeaking trumpet 
does reach the ears to which it is aimed, without difperf- 
ing towards the intermediate that are not in a ftraight 
line betwixt. The confederated devil, may, upon the 
witches defire, infufe poifonous humours, extracted from 
herbs of the fame inviiible operation with the fleam of 
mad dogs, or the peftilence; which being joined to the 
rapidous courfe of the patient’s own fpirits, humours, and 
blood, that Satan, by ingyring himfelf thereunto, may, 
through the natural means of pulfion, fet in career, can 
very well produce ihefe extraordinary motions which are 
mentioned in the following account. They delight much 
in the torture or deftru&ion of young children, in envy of 
Chrift, who is tender of fuch little ones ; and becaufe the 
crime is the greater the lefs the patient has offended, or 
can refill. They ufe, or make others to repeat feripture 
words for gaining credit, or alleviating the terror, or to 
difgrace the word, by fuch a mock ufe, as they didin the 
time of our Saviour, and therefore their teftimony was 
rebuted. It is obfervable from many paifages, that he 
haflens fometimes, and effects their difeovery, by his ma- 
lice againft their prefent temporal enjoyments ; uncer- 
tainty of their continuance ; and infatiable defire for their 
full wreck. Yet fome of them, who are moft malicioufly 
bent, he thinks fit to keep here, as ufcful inftruments ; 
and providence permits others to live, that they, wilfully 
filling up their meafure, under means, may be finally inex- 
cufable. 

As to thofe, whom in fecret judgment, the devil is 
permitted to torment : but, in mercy, not to overcome : 
he may be carried thereunto from his defign of perverting 
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them by terror, whereof he is at laft difappointed. And 
however, the defacing of God’s image, and efpecially in 
defpight of Jefus Chrift* who honoured that nature by 
afluming it, is his chief delight : or he is con ft rained to 
make fuch ftupendous appearances again ft his will (be- 
caufe he is mod fuccefsful when he is leaft known) for a 
vifible teftimony fuperadded to the greater gofpel proofs, 
in grofs times, that there are fpirits and a devil to torment 
them, as it is obflervable that this was denied by Mr. 
Aikenhead (though he died in full convi&ion thereof) at 
the time when thefe things fell out in the country. Or 
providence may tolerate fuch fufferings, that th$y though 
intended by the devil for an inftance of malice, r may, by 
their notoriety, be a mean of moving the diicovery, and 
bringing to juftice thefe mifcreants, whom he made ufe 
of as his inftruments in them: and who may have lived 
long in rebellion againft heaven, and deftru&ion of man- 
kind, by malefices of the fame fort, which fell out in this 
cafe. Finally, the abundant and efficacious grace of 
God is confpicuous in enabling a young girl to refill to 
the utmoft, the bell laid aflaults of the evil one, as it is 
certain that he Ihews the greateft malice in countries 
where he is hated and hatcth molt, and the nearer his 
reign be to an end. 

There are many other profitable inftrudtions which arife 
from this wonderful providence, for fiuch difpenfationr 
have their own language, and the man of wifdom (hall fee 
God’s name. 

The ufages ©f charms for men or beads, certain charac- 
ters, words, verfes, and fpells ; the obfervation of times 
and feafons as lucky, or unlucky ; the belief of having 
faccefs by carrying about fomc herbs, plants, or branches 
of trees, and many the like fuperftitions, which can 
have no natural cafualty on the effe&s de fired, are the 
very rudiments of witchcraft, and an implicit application 
to the devil for virtues which God ha9 denied to things ; 
whence they are to be abhorred as finful in themfelves and 
introdu&ory to explicit engagement. So grofs ignorance. 
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profane loofenefs, ftupld forgetfulnefs of God, and ne- 
gledl of his worfliip in clofetf and families ; malice, envy, 
revenge, difeontent, oppreffive fear of want, and diftruflful 
anxiety of fpirit, finally, a libidinous temper, curfcs, im- 
precations, and finful curiofity, are to be evited as paving 
the way to the fame mifehief. 

Let pone inveigh again (l a profeffion of religion, be- 
caufe fome under thatfpecious covert have been found ta 
league with the devil. . It is becaufe of the glorious 
luftre and excellency of our holy faith, that thefe mifcrc- 
ants paint themfrlves with it, whereby likewife they may 
be lefs fufpe&ed. And more able, fubtily to gain on o- 
thers, and do their mailer’s work. So it was no {tain on 
the apofties that one of their number had a devil, was a 
traitor and cheat ; nor that Satan transforms himfeif in- 
to an angel of light, of defign that the good ways of the 
Lord may be evil fpoken of. Neither let us be under a 
flavilh fear and terror of that hellifh tribe, in truckling to 
their humour, leaft they fhould do harm, which favours of 
worfhipping and paying homage ta the devil; whereas we 
ought only to make the Lord of holts our fear and our 
dread. 

There is no juft ground to reflect on particular perfons 
or families, upon account of fuch troublts. For no man 
knoweth cither love or hatred by all that*s before theme 
All things come alike to all. And fuppofe ye that thefe 
were Tinners above all the Galileans, or above all that 
dwelt in Jerufalem ? The infinite wife God may thus 
try faith, patience, and Chriftian fortitude. Job and our 
Saviour were affaulted; and (even devils cafl out of Mary 
Magdalene a Jchofen veffel unto the Lord. A daughter 
of Abraham’s was bound by Satan eighteen years ; and 
his meffenger was fent to buffet the great apoftle of the 
Gentiles, The woman of Canaan, Matth. xv. 
22. and the godly man, Mark ix. 24. had their 
neareft relations vexed in this manner $ and bleffed 
be the Lord that has left fuch inftances on record for pre- 
vention of Humbling. Though it muft be confeffcd that 
feme charity which judges well of all things cannot 
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1>it alter its remark, when its proof is fufficiently clear 
from the way in which the peffon affe&ed did formerly 
walk, fince preemptions do always cede to truth, and 
lawyers have a maxim, that in re clara non eft locus con- 
je&uris. 

Thefe things may meet with a very different reception, 
efpecially in this unhappy age and place of the world, 
where Britain may be termed the unfortunate ifland; A.fric 
never having been mare fertile in the produ&ion of raon- 
flers ; fince ’tis obferved that through all the fuccefiions 
of men, there was never before, any fociety or colle&ire 
body of atheifts, till thefe dregs of time; though there 
might have been here and there fome misfhapen births. 
Butwifdom is juftified of her children, and ’tis the feafon 
of Sampfon to awake when Delilah gives the alarm, thatr 
the Philiftine? are upon him. What, peace J fo long as 
the whoredoms of Jezebel and her witchcrafts are fo many? 
But good things are hoped of our magiftrates, who have 
already fo happily begun* 

The apoflle faid of Job’s trials, ye have heard of the 
patience of Job, and have feen the end of the Lord. So, 
in this narrative you have a deplorable' fcheme of this 
maid’s formidable fits, and of the powers of darknefs that 
combined, not only for ruining her body, but alfo for 
murdering her foul. In the meantime, the hearts of 
many were bleeding for her, and much application was 
made to God in her behalf. Divers folemn fads were 
obferved, both in her father’s family, in the pari(h» and 
throughout the bounds of the prefbytery, and elfcwhere ; 
her cafe was exprefly minded in public addreffes to the 
throne of grace ; till at length there was a general fall 
religioufly kept in moil parts of the fynod, that God 
might give an effedlual check to Satan’s rage and domi- 
nion in the country. Boafting of prayers is to be ab- 
horred, yet it is our duty with all gratitude, to acknow- 
ledge God the hearer, and to proclaim to the world, the 

• In this cafe it is evident the thing is not a conjedUre. 
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excellency of them, upon this very oecafion : For he' 
hath not turned away his ear from u«, it being the com- 
fortable rtfult of this hiftory, that the girl hath been per- 
fectly well for many months: and Is not this a brand 
plucked out of the fire ; and have hot the fplinters where- 
with the witches thought to have deftroyed her, recoiled 
back upon fome of themfelves, and we wait execution of 
juftice on the reft. 

The devil could not enter the herd of fwine, nor touch 
one hair of Job’s head, without permifiion from him 
whofe kingdom ruleth over all : whence though our ene- 
mies be very indefatigable and invifible, yet we are under 
the condud of the watchman who neither (lumbers nor 
flceps ; to whom darknefs and light arc both alike ; and 
greater is he that is in us, than he that is in the world ; 
So that unlefs we wilfully forfeit our privileges, there is 
no fear of counterpoifiag the wicked ones, throwing down 
the gantlet to all their jjrojeds or machinations, fince nei- 
ther angels, principalities, nor powers, fhall be able to fe- 
parate us from the love which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord; 
and though no atygument can be drawn from any merit in' 
Hff, yet we’ll carry the day againft all the militia of hell 
under the captain ot our falvation, fince he will reft in his 
own love. Is this the manner of man, O Lord God l 
yet a little while the devil and his accomplices will be 
caft into the hottomlefs pit, and we tranfported into Im- 
manuel’s land. 

It will not be a natural fturdinefs of temper, nor a life* 
lefs mentioning of the name of God or Chrift, that can 
flicker us from thofe devourers, as appears in the feven 
fons of Sceva, Ads xix, but if the Lord he God, then 
follow him ; for who is he that will harhl ybu if ye be 
followers of that which is good ; he will give his angels 
charge of thee to keep thee in all thy ways. Great peace 
have they that love thy law, and nothing fhall offend 
them. And they wreftle moft fuccefsfully againft prin- 
cipalities and powers, who fight upon their knees, as 
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from us, 

Y et whom Satan cannot obtain to be tortured hereafter 
he will (when permitted) torment in this lide of times 
hence if poiTcflions of bodies be fo great a plague, how 
much woife is it to have him reign mailer of our fouls ? 
Wherefore let us watch and prpy againd every fin, the 
lead of which is more pleafing to him and worfc to Os 
than the being fo corporally tormented. 

If Satan, as a fpirit, may infinuale himfelf into our hu- 
mours, no wonder that by having fuch advantage in the 
temper, he can influence the phlegmatic to (loth, the cho- 
leric to anger, the fanguine to lud and finful pleafurc, 
the melancholic to defpair, &c. So they who think that 
they (land, have need to take heed led they fall, and to 
pray that the watchman of lfrael may mike an hedge a* 
bout them and their houfc, and about all that they have 
; #n every fide. 

Let this not only roufe our diligence and dir up our 
gratitude for not being affedled alike : but let it recal 
•ur admiration and love of Jefus Chrid, who hath freed 
our fouls and bodies from the power and flavery of Satan; 
and finding ourfelvcs too weak for him, in awarding thefe 
deluding plcafurcs which procure our being deferted by 
God, and are Satan’s baits to this fearful thraldom ; let 
us ruutothe rock of ages for protedion and Support, ottr 
Sufficiency being only of God. 

Seeing there are witches and devils, there are alfo im- 
mortal fouls of the fird, fince the lad do contraft for 
them, and take fuch pains to retain them ; fo that the 
Sadducees, though they have a judicial blindnefs in their 
reafon, are hereby rendered inexcusable by very fenfe* 
Evil books which dir up and enfnare curious fancies, 
that are Seldom accompanied with accurate judgments, 
.{the foul’s looking outward diverting it from diving into 
the depths of truth) are to be redrained ; and alfo luch 
ridiculous pamphlets, as no doubt, by the indigation of 
^Satan, have lately been feat abroad, of defign to frufi* 
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Inte may good «fe which might be made of fuch fare 
providences, as are contained in the enfuing narrative, by 
forging others, or difguifing this. 

This has been delayed fo long to be publiflied, partly 
that there might be the more narrow ferutiny made into 
the mattersof fadt : and partly, by fome accidents which 
did retard it. In it the reader is not to expeCt any ac- 
curacy of ftyle. bccaufe the defigned (hortnefs did occa- 
fion the wrapping up of much matter in fmall bounds, 
and the pun&ual cxa&nefs of truth in every circumftance 
was the chief aim, fo that other defeats ought to be the 
Jefs quarrelled. 

The firfl edition of this Preface, Narrative, See. was print- 
ed at Edinburgh, byjames Watfon in 1698, and entit- 
led, M True Narrative of the fufferings ahd relief of a 
Young Girl, who was ftrangely molefted by evil fpirits 
and their inftruments in the well. Collected from 
authentic teftimonies, with a preface and poftfeript. 

Containing reflections on what is mod material or 
curious, either in the hiflory or trial of the Seven 
Witches who were condemned and burnt 
in the Gallowgreen of Paifley. 

Job it . 6. And the Lord j aid unto Satan , behold, he it m 
thine hand ; but fave hit life . 

Matth. xv. 22. Have mercy upon me, 0 Lord % thou fon of 
David ; my daughter it grievoujly vexed with a devil. 
Rom. xv 20. And the God oj peace Jhatl bruije Satan undtf 
your feetjbortly 



TRtm~ 




NARRATIVE, 

OF 

THE SUFFERINGS AND RELIEF 

OF A 

TOUNG GIRL. 


It was about the end of Auguft 1696, when the firft 
rife and occafion was given, (fo far as can be known) to 
thefe ftrange things that befel the child, who is the tub- 
bed of this nat rative, and the manner was thus 1 

Chriftian Shaw, daughter to a gentleman of good ac- 
count, called John Shaw, laird of Bargarran*, in the pa- 
tifli/of Erfkine, within thejhire of Renfrew: a fmart 
lively girl, and of good inclinations, about eleven years of , 
age, perceiving one, of the maids of the houfe, named Ka- 
therine Campbell, to deal and drink fome milk, flie told 
her mother of it ; whereupon the maid Campbell (being 
p young wojnan of a proud and revengeful temper, and 


• *• A little towards the fouth from the cattle of Erikine, ttacds 
the houfe of Bargarran, the feat of John Shaw of Bargarran, whole 
anreftors, for nigh three hundred years, have pfeffecUhefe lands, 
and derive their defeent from a younger brother of the family of 
Bauchie, now reprefented by Sir John Shaw of Greenock (anno 
1697). The intermarriages of this houfe have been with fome of 
the mod confiderable gentry of this country ; as the families of 
Kelfoeland, Mains, Raifs, Woodheid, Glorat, Livingftonc of Hain- 
\*^Ctaigcnd», and Northbar." 

Gravfurd'j Hifiory oftbt Shirt of Renfrew* 
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jjfettci addiAed to curling and fwearing upon any light 
occafion, and otherwise given to purloining) did, in a 
uioft hideous rage, thrice imprecate the curfe of God 
upon the child ; and at the fame time did thrice utter 
thefe horrid words, The devil harle (that is, drag) your 
foul through hell. Thi* paft upon Monday, Auguft 17th* 
in prefence of feveral witneffes, who afterwards made evi* 
dence of it. 

Upon the Friday following, being Auguft 2 rst, about 
fun-rifing, one Agnes Naefmith, an old widow woman, 
ignorant, and of a malicious dispofition, addi&cd to 
threatnings, (which fometimes were obferved to be fol- 
lowed with fatal events), who lived in the neighbourhood* 
came to Bargarran’s houfe ; where finding the child, 
Chriflian, in the court with her younger filler, fhe afked 
how the lady and young child did, and how old the young 
~ fucking, child vras ; to which Chriftian replied, what. do 
I know ? Then Agnes alked, how herfelf did, and how 
old fhe was ; to which fhe anfwered, that fhe was well* 
and in the eleventh year of her age. 

On the Saturday night thereafter, being Aug. 23. tbe 
child went to bed in good health ; but fo foon as fhe ftll 
afleep, begaii to ftruggle and cry, Help, help ! and 
then fuddenly got up, arid did fly over the top 01 a rett- 
ing bed, where flic was lying (her father, mother, and 
others being in the room, and to their great attoniihment 
and admiration) with fuch violence, that probably hef 
brains had been daflied out, if a woman, providentially 
Handing by, and fupported by a door at her back, had 
not broke the force of the child’s motion ; who being 
laid in another bed, remained ttiff and infenfible as if (hie 
had bee» dead, for the fpace of haii an hour ; but for 
forty-eight hours thereafter could not deep, crying out 
of violent pains through her whole body, and no fooner 
began to deep or turn drowfy but feemed greatly affright* 
cd, crying ft ill. Help, help. 

After this the pain fixt in her left fide, and her body . 
was often fo bent and rigid; as fhe ftood like n bow on 
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fier feet and neck at once, and continued without .powfifr 
of fpeech, except in fome fhort intervals, for eight days; 
during which time, fhe had fcarce half an hour’s inter* 
million together, the fits taking her fuddenly, and both 
coming on and going off by a fwsrff or fhort deliquium, 
but appeared perfectly well and feniible in the intervals. 

But about the middle of September, her fits returned 
in a manner differing from the former, wherein fhe feemed 
to fight and flruggle with fomething that was invifible to 
fpe&ators, and her a&ion appeared as if fhe had been de- 
fending herfelf from fome who were aflaulting or attempt- 
ing to hurt her, and this with fuch force that four ftrong 
men were fcarcely able to hold her ; and when any of the 
people touched any part of her body, fhe did cry and 
fereeeh with fuch vehemence, as if they had been killing 
her, but could not fpeak. 

Before this time, as'fhe was felzed with the trouble, 
her parents had called for phyficians from Paifley, viz. 
John White, apothecary, a near relation, and afterwards 
Dr. Johnllonc ; who took blood, and applied feveral 
things, both at firft, and afterwards, without any dif- 
. cernabie efFeft upon the patient, either to the better or 
Worfe : and fhe all the while of tliefe later fits being 
. afEi&ed with extraordinary rifings and fallings of her 
belly, like the motion of a pair of bellows ! and fuch 
flrangc movings of her body, as made the tfhole bed fhe 
lay on (hake, to the great confternation of fpe&ators. 

Some days thereafter was an alteration in her fits, fo 
far, that fhe got fpeaking, during the time of them 5 and 
while fhe was in the fits, fell a crying, that Katherine 
Campbell and Agnes Naefmith, were cutting her fide, and 
other parts of her body 5 which parts were in that time 
x tiolcntly tormented. And when the fit was over, flic dill 
averred, that fhe had feen the fame perfons, doing the 
fame things which fhe complained of, while under the fit, 
(it being remarkable that in the intervals fhe was dill as 
well and fenfible as ever) and would not believe but that 
others prefent faw them as well as fhe 1 in this condition 
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flic continued with fome, but not very confiderable van- 
ation, either as to the fits or intervals, for the fpace 
of a month. 

After which time (he was conveyed to Glafgow\ where 
Dr. Brifbane*, a phyfician defervedly famed for fkill and 
experience, did by Mr. Henry Marfhall, apothecary, ap- 
ply medicine to her ; after which having ftaid in Glafgow " 
about ten days, and being brought home to the country, 
fhe had near a fortnight’s intermifiion. But then her fits 
returned, with this difference, that fhe knew when they 
were coming, by a pain in her left fide, which fhe felt 
before they came, and in thefe fits, her throat was pro- 
digioufly drawn down toward her breaft, and her tongne 
back into her throat ; her whole body becoming fliff and 
extended, as a dead ccrpfe, without fenfe or motion ; 
and fometiraes her tongue was drawn out of her mouth 
over her chin to a wonderful length, her teeth fetting 
together fo faff upon it, that thofe prefent were forced to 
thrufl fomething betwixt her teeth, for faring her tongue. 
An# it was oft obferved that her tongue was thus tortured 
when fhe effayed to pray. And in this condition fhe was 
for fome time, with te^fible intervals wherein fhe had 
perfe& health, and could give a full account of what fhe 
Was heard to utter while in the fit. 

For feveral days thefe fits continuing with fome va- 
riation, her parents refolved to return her [to Glafgow, 
that fhe might there have the more conveniency of being 
under the do&or’s overfight and care, for further difeern- 
ing the nature of her trouble, and making ufe of the 
moll probable natural remedies. But being on her way 
to her grandmother’s houfe at Nortbbar, fhe did thrufl or 
fpit out of her mouth parcels of hair, fome curled, fome 
plaited, fome knotted, of different colours, and in large 
quantities : and thus fhe continued to d^in feveral fwoon- 
ing fits every quarter of an hour, both in her paffage to 

•The Son of the Reverend Divine, Mr. Matthew Brifbane, 
Parion of Erfkine, who was descended from the Brifbane# of 
■Bifh^pton. Vide Craivfurd't Hijlory •/ the Shire of Renjrerw* 
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(ftafgow, which was by boat on Thurfday, Nov. 72 th t 
and when (he was in Glafgow, for the fpace of three days 
enfuing, (he put frequently hair out of her mouth, and 
in as great quantities as the firft day $ her former fwerffing 
or fwooning fits recurring as often throughout the days 
as before : and thereafter from Monday toThuffday folt 
lowing, (he put out of her mouth coalciuders about the big- 
nefs of chefnuts, fomc whereof were fo hot that they 
could fcarcely be handled, one of which,- Dr. Brifbane 
being by her when (he took it out of her mouth, felt to 
be hotter than the heat of any one** body could make it* 
Then for the fpace of two days in thefe fwooning fits, as 
formerly, there was put, or taken out of her mouth, 
ftraw in great quantities, though but one draw at once, 
folded up together, which when put out returned to its 
length, was found to be both long and broad, and it waa 
remarkable that in one of them there was a little fmall pin 
found. Thereafter were put out of her mouth, bodes of 
various forts and fizes, as bones of fowls, and fmall bonee 
of the heads of kine, and then fome fmall dicks of candle 
fir, (a fort of fir in tlia country, that burns like candle), 
one of which was about three or four inches long ; which, 
when any upon fight of either bones or (licks took hold 
of to pull out, they found them either held by her teeth 
fet together upon them, or forcibly drawn back into her 
throat ; particularly Archibald fiannatyne, of Kellie ' 
younger, obferving a bone id her mouth like a duck (hank 
or leg bone, and eflaying to pull it out, he declared, he 
found fomethiag drawing it back into her throat ; fo that 
it took a deal of force to get it pulled out. It is to be - 
noticed, that (he never knew how thefe things were 
brought into her mouth, and when they were got out 
of it, (he immediately recovered of her fit for that time. 

After this, (he put out of her mouth fome quantity of 
unclean hay intermixed with dung, as if it had been taken 
out of a dunghill, which was fo (linking, that the damfel 
could not endure the naufeating taftc and vile relifti thofe 
tilings produced in her mouth, which did neceffiutc Wr 
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(till to rinfe her mouth with water, after the putting of 
that fort of matter out of it. Then for more than a day’* 
fpace, fhe put out of her mouth a number of wild fowl* 
feathers ; after that a gravel-flonc, which in the judge- 
ment of beholder*, had been palled by fome perfons in a 
gravel fit, with fome fmall white Hones, and a whole nut 
gall, (wherewith they ufe to dye and to make ink), to- 
gether with lumps of candle greafe, and egg fhells ; dur- 
ing which time, (he continued as formerly in her recur- 
ring fwooning fits, with fome intervals wherein fhe was 
in perfcft health : of all which there were many famous 
witnefles, who in that city, (befides thofe who were 
continually with her) came frequently to vifit her. 

It is to be noticed, that the damfel at the time of the 
putting out of her mouth the flicks above-mentioned, 
being in bed about eight o’clock at night, told fhe was 
to be grievoufly tormented with fore fits at night, which 
accordingly fell out ; for a little thereafter, fhe fell into 
a long fwQon, wherein fhe had no ufe of any fenfe, 
cither of hearing, feeing, or feeling ; fo as though oft- 
, times the beholders called to her with a loud voice, mov- 
ing alfo and tolling her body, all was to no purpofe, and 
when the Laird of Kellie younger, above-named, to try 
the truth, gave her a very fore pinch in the arm, fhe had 
no fenfe of it in the time. After recovery from the fwoon, 
but yet continuing in the fit, fhe fell a reafoning with 
Katharine Campbell after this manner : “ Thou fitted 
there with a flick in thy hand to put in my mouth, but 
through God’s ftrength thou fhalt not get leave : thou 
art permitted to torment me* but 1 truft in God thou 
^ fhalt never get my life, though it is my life thou defigneft.’ 
.(And at that time calling for a Bible and candle), faid, 
come near me, Katie, and I’ll let thee fee where a godly 
man was given up to Satan to be tormented, but God 
. kept his life ip his own hand ; and fo I truft in God 
thou fhalt never get my life, and all that thou fhalt be 
permitted to do unto me, I hope through God’s mercy 
fhaH turn to my advantage. This man was robbed of all. 
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and tormented In body, and had nothing left him but an 
ill wife. Come near me, Katie, and I’ll read it to thee. 
And reading that paflage of Job, when fhe came to the 
place where his wife laid to him, Curfe God and die ! 
the damfel confidering thefe words a little, faid, O t 
what a wife has this been, that bids her goodman curfe 
God and die ? (he who (hould have been a comfort to 
him in his trouble, turned a crofs to him ?” Then after 
reading of the chapter to the end, (he looks towards the 
foot of the bfd and faid, “'Now Katie, what thinkeft 
thou of that ? thou feed for all the power the devil got 
over Job, he gained no ground on him ; and I hope be 
(hall gain as little on me. Thy mafter the devil deceives 
thee ; he is a bad mafter whom thou ferveft, and thou 
(halt find it to thy fmart, except thou repent before thou 
die. There is no repentance to be had after death. I’ll 
let thee fee, Katie, there is no repentance in hell.” And 
turning over the book, citing Luke, Chap. xvi. near the 
latter end thereof, and reading the fame over, faid, 
“ Katie, thou feed there is no repentance in hell, for this 
rich man befought Abraham to teftify to his five brethren, 
that they come not to the place of torment, where be 
was, but repent and turn to the Lord, for there is no 
winning out, if once they come there ; now, Katie, thou 
heard this, what thihkeft thou of it ? I'll let thee hear 
another place which (hould pierce thy very heart, and 
turning over the Book, faid (he would read about Adam 
and Eve ; thou knoweft, Katie, the ferpent the devil, thy 
mafter, thought to have ruined mankind at the begining, 
his malice was fo great at that bleffed date wherein they 
were then, feeing himfelf cad down from all hopes of 
mercy, ufed all means poi&ble for him to fubvert their 
happinefs, by fuggefting to them fair promifes, and a 
proipe& of advantage to them before their eyes, in cauf- 
ing them eat that forbidden fruit, whereby they and their 
pofterity fell from that eftatc wherein they were, and were 
made fubjedfc to God’s curfe for ever : but God did not 
buffer them to be at this dance, but of his infinite mercy 
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/hewed them a better way, whereby they might have UFJ 
eternal by revealing to them that bleffed promife, “The 
feed of the woman (hall bruife the head of the ferpent.” 
Now, Katie, what thinkeft thou of that promife? but have 
mind of this, thou’lt get no advantage by it, ’tis not 
made to thee, who haft renounced God’s fervice, and ta- 
ken on with the devil, thou art his /lave, theu deniedft this, 
but I know thoif art a hypocrite ; for I remember, when 
thou waft in my mother’s houfc, thoti bought a Catechifm 
upon a pretence to learn to read, to cloak thy fin : Wilt 
thou hear me, knoweft thou the reward of the hypocrite? 
I’ll let thee hear it ; remember, Mr. William Gillies was 
ledluring the other day upon the xxiii. of Matthew, where 
many a woe is pronounced again!!: the hypocrite, eight 
dreadful woes here, Katie, and fome of them belong to 
, thee;; but I’ll tell thee more, knoweft thou the rewahl 
of the hypocrite ; they /hall be caft into the lake that 
burns for ever, that’s their portion ; doft thou bear this 
now ? thou turneft thy back to me, when 1 am telling the 
truth; if I were reading a ftory-book, or telling a tale to 
thee, thou wouldft hear that. Remember it will be thy 
portion too, if thou do not repent, and confefe, and feek 
mercy.” Again, turning over the book, /he read about 
Pilate, faying, “ Pilate he made a /hew of cleanfing hfin- 
felfof Ch rift’s blood, he wa/hed his hands and declared 
himfelf innocent ; but for all his wa/hing, he had a foul 
heart ; he would not lofe his office for the faving of 
Chrift’s life ; he knew well enough that Chrift was an in- 
nocent perfon ; but he preferred his honour before Chrift; 
therefore to pleafe the Jews, and to quench theftruggling 
in his confcience, he wa/hed his hands, and then delivered 
Chrift to be crucified by them.” Thus flie continued for 
more than two hours fpace ; reafoning at this rate, and, 
exhorting her to repent, quoting many places of 
ture through the Revelation and Evangelifts. And 
when any offered to pull her Bible from her, /he uttered 
horrid fcreecha and outcries, faying, “ /he would neves 
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part with her Bible as loAg as (he lived, (he would keep it 
in fpight of all the devils.” . 

Before we pafs from this, it will be needful to g/ve the 
reader advertisement of fonae things, i. Thai while (he 
called for her Bible and a candle, (he neither heard nor 
faw any of thofe perfoqs who were then a&ually and 
difcernably prefent in the room with her, and 
that Katherine Campbell, to whom fhe directed hef 
i|>eech was not difcernably prefent to any other body but 
herfelf. And the pinch (he got in her infenfible (it, (he 
found and complained of the pain of it in that part after- 
ward, but knew not ho# (he came by it, nor blamed any 
of her tormentors for it. 2. That thefe words fet down 
as (poken by her were the very fame both for words apd 
A order as nearly as they could be gathered and remembered 
by the hearers without any addition of their own. 3. That 
although (he was a girl of a pregnant fpirit above her age, 
and had much of the Scriptures, and withal had pretty 
good undemanding, above what might be expe&edofoneof 
her years, of the fundamental principles of religion taught 
in the Catechifms ; yet we doubt not in fo ftrong a com- 
bat, the Lord did by his good fpirit gracioudy afford her 
a more than ordinary meafure of afiiftance, both now apd 
at other times in the like debates. 

Sometime after the putting out of her mouth the tralh 
above-mentioned, (he fell into extremely violent fits, with 
lamentable crying; four perfons being hardly able to 
withhold her from climbing up the walls of the chamber, 
of from otherways doing herfelf hurt, meantime having no 
power of fpeech while in the fit, but her back and the 
reft of her body grievoufly pained, in which condition 
(he continued four or five days with the ufual fenfible in- 
tervals, in which (he declared, that four men, Alexander 
and. James Anderfons, and other two, of whom (he gave 
particular and exa& marks, but knew not their names, 
were tormenting her. It was obferved that many of 
thefe (he named were known to be perfons of ill fame, as 
thefe two perfons laft named were. It is alfo remarkable 
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that for fome time fee knew Wt the mm of the faid A* 
lcxaqdcr Hcnderfoij, till one day he came adjegging to the 
door of the houfe, where the damfel was, whom (he feeing, 
immediately cried out, '"that was be whom (he had fee a 
-among the crew.” 

After this (he fell into other fits, wherein (he faw tl& 
forenamed perfons with fome others, and heard and faW 
feveral things that pad among them. Particularly, fee 
fometimes told when (he was to take the fits r how ofteafee 
would take them, (which fell out accordingly), with 
forae difeourfe that were among them relating to herfdf 
and others. 

About the eighth of December, being brought home 
again from Glafgow, and having had fix or feveri days 
refpite from her fits, (he afterwards fell into frightful a*rf 
terrifying fils ; the occafion whereof (he declared to be, 
her feeing the in prodigious and horrid feapes, 

threatening to devour her, and then (he would fall dead 
and (tiff with all the parts of her body diftendetf and ftretch- 
cd out as a corpfe without fenfe or motion, which fits as 
they came fuddenly on without her knowledge, fo (he did 
as fuddenly recover and grew perfectly well ; and they 
ufually came on when (he e flayed to pray. In which 
time alfo other fits took her more fenfibly, (he knowing 
when they were a-coming, how long they would continue, 
and when they would return ; in which fits her eyes 
ftrangely altered, and turned in her head to the admira- 
tion of fpe£Utor$, with a continual painful working a- 
bout her heart, fometimes her joints were complicate apd 
drawn together, and her forehead drawn forcibly about 
toward her (boulders; which fits (he took by firft falling into 
a fwoon, and after her violent fits, inftantly recovered after 
the fame manner- During this time, the fits altered again 
as to their times of coming and continuance ; in which 
(he fometimes endeavoured to bite her own fingers, or any 
thing elfe that came in her way, alfo when (he faw the 
perfons before-mentioned, one or two of them about her, 
pointing them out to the perfons prefent with her, though 
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*by them unfecn, and fometimes declaring that Ae had 
held of them by their deaths, particularly! December 
1 7. (he being in a fore fit, (be cried out of fcveral per- 
fons that were tor renting her; and being in the bed, 
grafptd with her hands towards the foot of it, and cried 
out that (he had got a grip of the fleeves of one J P’s 
jerkin (or jacket) which was, a^ihefaid, duddie, (that is 
ragged or tattered) at the elbows . and at that very in- 
flam, the damicl’s mother and aunt heard the found of the , 
rending or tearing of a cloth, but fawor felt nothing, only* 
found in each of the damfd’s hands, which were fall clofed, 
When they got them opened, a bit of » ed cloth, looking 
as torn off a garment ; of which kind of cloth there had 
been none in the room at that time, nor in the whole 
houfe, nor near it that any knew of. Another particu- 
lar (he told, was, that there wan fuch an one among the^ 
crew going to prick her tongue, which thereupon was in- 
ffantly pulled back into her throat, Ihe lying dumb for a 
confiderablejpacc. Sometimes upon her recovery from her 
fits, (he told that (he heard feveral things fpoken and com- 
muned among her affii&prs, but durft not make them 
known ; becaufe they threatened to torment her after 
this, or the other manner, if fbe Ihould make them known f 
and accordingly* when, by her mother or others, (he was 
prevailed with to begin to tell them, inftantly the torment 
fell out as was threatened* She told further, that her 
tormentors appeared to her ufually with lights and ftrange 
forts of candles, which were frightful for her to look to 
them. 

Thus; (he continued till the firft of January 1697, not 
Only in the tits fore-mentioned with fomc alterations, but 
fell Kkewife by fwooiting, into light fits, wherein (he con* 
tinued about two or three hours together, fometimes more, 
fowetimes lefs, with verv fhort intervals, in which fits 
fire did not much complain of pain; but had a great 

C Jpitation in her breait,; and fometimes in other pa.tsof 
r body, ftrange and unaccountable motions, which con* 
Staled in a greater or lcffer degree, during the 
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time of the fit, wherein the was fome what fight, and nift 
fo fol»d in her mind as at other times, though in the 
intervals of thele, as of all other fits (he was fufiiciently 
•Ompofed ; which fits as all the reft, came fud* 
dcnly on, and went as fuddenly off by a fwoon or 
fwetf. 

Before we proceed further in the relation, let it be no- 
ticed, firft, that the forefaid Agnes Naifmith, being 
brought by the parents a fecond time to fee the damfel, 
did, (though not defired) pray for her, via. 44 That the 
Lord God of heaven and earth might fend the damfel her 
health, and try out the verity After which, the damfel . 
declared that though the faid Agnes had formerly been 
very troublefome to her, yet, from that time forth, fhe 
did no more appear to her, as her tormentor, but on the 
contrary, as fh£ apprehended, defending her from the fury 
Of the reft. a. It! is further here to be noticed, that the 
forenamed Katharine Campbell, could by no means be 
prevailed with to pray for the damfel, but upon the 
contrary, when defired by fome, cur fed them, and all the 
family of Bargarraa, and in particular the damfel and all 
that belonged to her, withal adding this grievous impre- 
cation, 44 The devil let her never grow better, nor any I 
concerned in her, be in abetter condition than fhe was in, 
for what they had done to her/* Which words fhe fpoke 
before feveral famous witnefles. 3. That Bargarran hav- 
ing prevailed with the (heriff depute of the (hire, to im- 
prifon the faid Katharine Campbell, 4 he from the time of 
her imprifonment, never appeared to the damfel . (though 
formedy (he had ordinarily appeared as one of her rood 
violent tormentors) except once or twice, at which time% 
it was found upon after enquiry, that (he was not in the 
Tolbooth,but either fn the jailor’s houfe, or had liberty 
granted her to go out to church. 4. That at the time 
when the damfel did put out of her mouth the hair and 
other trafh, as above related, Katharine Campbell being 
taken into cuftody, there was found in her pocket a ball 
tfhair of Jfevcral colours, which was aftegrards throw* 
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into the fire, after which time the damfpl put no more 
hhil* o\it of her mouth. And' it is to be further noticed, 
that ftie faid, (he heard among the crew, when torment- 
ing her, that Katherine pampbeli made that ball of hair 
found in her pocket, of i the hajr of the damfel’s head 
which had been cut when her trouble began, and which 
d£4 agrde in colour, &c when compared, 
v Uponi- 1 fee ftrft day of January, about ten 4 o- clock at 
night, fhe fell by fwooning* into fits differing from the 
former, in that after the Swooning fit was over, (he lay 
quiet, as if (he had been dead, making no motion at all 
' With her body in the bed ; yet at the fame time' tfiofe 
ptefent heard her mournful talking, but with a lp\y and 
hardly audible voice, and repeating Several (lories in me# 
tri, which they thought to be exprelhons pf tfip rife and 
progrefs’of her own trouble; and thus (he continued, (dill 
withal naming fome of the foremen tioncd perfons) till 
her parents and others offered to roufe her, by touching 
and moving her body : whereupon inftantly (he uttered 
horrid fcreeches, and cried as if (lie had been pierced 
through with Swords, and affaulted for her life ; after 
which (he fell a finging, leaping, and dancing for a long 
time, laughing with a loud voice, in an unwfyal manner, 
tearing down the hangings of the bed, and pulling off her 
head-cloatfis and neck-cloaths ; in which extravagancies 
ihc wa$ a died with fuch a force and ftrength, .that her fa- 
ther and minifter, though joining their whole ftrength 
together, could not get her dancing and leaping hinder- 
ed. But after prayer, the minifter finding her compofcd, 
inquired if (he remembered what (he had done in time of 
the fit ; to which (he replied, That (be diftin&ly remem- 
bered her mifearriages, and in fpecial her finging and 
dancing, faying withal, that the witches inclofing her ia 
a ring (or circle), and dancing and finging about her, 
tos the occafion of her dancing, which (he then gladly 
performed with the reft. For fome days after die had 
jica after this manner, with fome variation; in one of 
which fits, as (he was off her head-drefs cloaths, 
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her parents rcfolving to fee what would be the etenl, did. 
make no hindrance to her ; whereupon fhe ftript herfeff 
Of all her cloaths, that were upon her, not leaving fb 
much at her fmock upoh her body, if that had been 
permitted. 

After this, toward or about the nth Jan. Are fell, into 
&tt different from thfe former, in which fhewat fuddenly 
carried away from her parents and others vthat were about 
her, with a fudden flight, and ib the firft of th<efe (to 
their great amazement J through the chamber and hall, 
down a long winding flair toward the tower-gate, with 
fuch a fwift and unaccountable motion, that it Was not 
in the power of any to prevent her, her feet not touch* 
ing the ground, fo far as any of the beholders could djf* 
tern, being heard in her motion to laugh in an unufiud 
manner ; but by divme providence, the gate being fhut* 
her motion was ftopt till fuck time as fome of the family 
could overtake her, who endeavouring to carry her back* 
found her inftantly fall as one dead, and become ftiff ; in 
which pofture, being brought back to the chamber, fhe 
lay "for a considerable fpace. And being recovered, ftc 
did declare, that there were about the number of nine or 
ten perfons who had carried her away in a (hue (as fhe 
termed it, that is, as onedwmging upon a rope) wherein 
fhe then took pleafurc, her, feet not at all touching the 
ground, to her apprehenfion. 

The might following, fhe was fuddenly carried away, 
as before, from her parents and other* who were about 
her, through the chamber and hall, and fixteen large 
fteps ofa Winding flair, up toward the top of tke houfel 
whete fhe met with apparitions of ftrange and unaccount* 
able things, but was carried down again, as fhe thoughtf 
4n a fhue orfwiirg, *aflcrting, after her recovery, that fhe 
met uptm "the flair the number of fix women and fou* 
men, and by them was carried toward the gate agai^i, 
where accordingly (he was found, and was earned up as 
formerly, all the parts of her body diftended and ftiff as 
one dead $ in which pofture fhe lay for fomc time, acid 
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when recovering, declared, that both now and formerly, 
flic had endeavoured to open the gate, and that thefe (he 
fiiw about her were helping her, with a dclign to get her 
to the court, to drown her in the well, whioh (he fa id (he 
heard them faying among themfelves, they intended to do, 
and that then the world would believe (he had deftroyed 
herfelf. It is obfervable that (thefe kind of fits continu- 
ing with her for fome few days) in one of them (he was 
flopped at the gate, and found in the fore*mentione<T 
pofture, which was neither locked nor barred ; yet 
could they not get it opened, though both (he and her tor- 
mentors endeavoured it. 

Before we proceed in the relation, it is not to be omit- 
ted that as foon as the damfel’s afHi&ion was obferved to 
be extraordinary and preternatural, there were (befides 
times formerly fet apart in a more private Way) at the de- 
fire of the parents and miniftcr, and by the prefbytery’s * 
fpecial order, a minifter or two appointed to meet every 
week, at the houfe of Bargarran, to join with the family, 
the minifter of the pari(h, and other good chriftians of 
the neighbourhood, in fading and praying, which ufually 
fell to be on the Tuefday. And upon Jan. 12th, it being 
the turn of Mr. Patrick Simpfon, a neighbour minifter, 
to be there, when he came to the houfe he found both 
the minifter of the pari(h, and the brother who was to 
join with him had been neceffarily withdrawn ; yet re- 
folved to carry on the work with afliftance of three elders, 
fome other good people being prefent. When he fir A 
faw the damfel after he came to the houfe, he found her 
under fome leffer fits which came and went off quickly, • 
and when prayer began (he was quiet and fober during 
the fame, but in time of finging the xciii. Pfal. (he fell 
into a fore fit, of greater continuance, firft laughing, \ 

then making fome found like finging, after that pulling 
her head cloaths down over her face, and Jaftly, turning^ 
fo outrageous in her motions that her father could fcarce » 
get her holden with his whole ftrength, but behoved to 
lie over upon the bed with her in his arms uatil the fit 
Hi „ 
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abated : after her recovery from which, (he was quiet 
and compofed all the time of prayer, and while the mi* 
nificr le&ured on Mark iat. from 14, to 3©. v. was very 
attentive, carefully looking in her Bible the Sprjp&urcs 
quoted, fo all along both in time of prayer and paging* 
until the whole religious exercife was ended, r and forap 
refrefhment after the fame taken, at the end of which (he 
told the cpmpany, (he had fomething to tell, which ftie 
had heard fome among, her tormentors faying, which 'the 
durft not reveal ; but the minifter and her mother urging, 
her to be free and not to obey the devil, (lie faid, (he would 
tell it her mother in her ear. . Then coming from the 
other fide of the table, and placing herfclf betwixt hen 
mother and aunt, (he began to whifper in her mother's 
car; but before (he got a fentence fully ^pronounced, (he 
. fell into a violent fit, fo as her mother and thofc next her 
could fcarcely hold her till the violence thereof began to 
abate, and then her mother told that (lie was fpeaking of a 
meeting and a feaft, they had fpoke of in the orchid 
of Bargarran, but was able to fay no more* and after re- 
covery, her mother defiling her to tell the reft of its, and 
(he beginning to whifper in herear, as before, could : not 
get one word uttered till (lie was feized again of a fit as 
violent as the former. Whereupon the minifter perceiv- 
ing her torment, defined them to forbear any further 
troubling of her. Notice, that accordingly there was a 
feaft and meeting in|hat orchard about that time, of the 
crew, acknowledged and declared afterwards by three of 
them, that confeffed therafelve* to have been there, viz* 
Elizabeth Anderfon, James and Thomas Lindfays, they 
not knowing what cither the damfel had fpoken, or 
one of them what another had confeffed relating 
thereunto. See No. A of the Appendix . 

About or within a little after this time,, (he was ags^in 
fuddenly carried from them in the former; manner dowj* 
„ a ftair, which goes off from a porner of the chamber to a 
cellar juft below it, where her brother and filler were 
providentially gone down a little^ before, to bring fomc 
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drink from the cellar, and already near the flair foot, 
with a lighted candle, which (he foon put out; but they 
crying and holding her by the head-cloaths, quickly dif- 
covered to the reft where (he was. Upon which Mr. 
Alexander King, minifter at Bonhill, (being then in the 
chamber) made hafte down ftairs where he found her, but 
her brother and After had loft hold of her, (he having 
loofed her head-cioaths and let them go ; yet Mr. King 
.having caught hold of her, kept her in his arms till a 
lighted candle was brought, and endeavouring to bring 
her up ftairs, did declare that he found fomething forcibly 
drawing her downwards, but he ftill keeping his hold, 
(he fell ftiff, as one dead upon the ftair, and was in this 
pofturc carried up and laid in bed, where (he lay a con* 
fiderable fpaoe. And when recovered of the fit, (he de- 
clared that the occafion of her going down ftairs with 
fftch force, was, that the crew had fuggefted to her while 
(he was in the light fits, that the devil was in the meal cheft 
in the cellar, and that if (he woi|ld go down and put out ^ 
the candle, (he might force him out of it. Notice here, 
fir ft, that when fome fits of this kind were ready to feizo 
her, (he fometimes gave advertifement thereof to thofe pre- 
fent with her, giving figns of her carneft defire of their 
help to prevent her motion, which ufually proved to be of 
good effedt, wherein the divine mercy toward her 19 much 
to be obferved. 2. It is alfo- to be noticed, that about 
the time when (he was in thefe flying fits, (he ufed to utter 
horrid fhrieks and outcries, not like thofe of rational crea* 
tures $ in which time there were heard for three nightr 
together when the daznfel was afleep in bed, fhrieks and 
outcries of the fame kind in the court, when none of the 
family was without doors, to the great affrightment of 
thofe who heard them, being that they exadlly refembled 
the cries of, and fhrieks the damfel ufed to utter in the 
fits ; whef afterwards in one of her intervals hearing fome 
of the family talking of tkefe cries and fhrieks, and al- 
ledging they had been utt^ed by fome wild beaft or other, 
f*id to them they were miftaken, for it was Margaret- 
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And two others of the name of Margaret, called by the 
the crew their Maggies, had uttered thefe fhrieks, the de- 
vil having promifed to them at that time to carry her out 
of the houfe to them, that they might drown her in the 
well, where there were eighteen more waiting for 
her. 

After this (he fell into fretting and afigry fits (as fbe 
termed them) in which her humour was crofs to all that 
thofe about hercould fay or do, nothing proving to her 
fatisfadtion, but every thing difpleafing, .(Her former fits 
Withal now and then feizing her) but when reftored to a 
right compofure of mind, (he declared that her torment- 
ors about her, did ftill fuggelt to her and advife her, to 
go to fuch and fuch Tcmote places of the houfe alone, and 
bring with her a fnood (which is a head-lace, fuch as wo- 
men tie up their hair with) or a cravat or fome fuch thing, 
promifing her rough almonds or fome kinds of fweet 
meats which they named to her, and for that end, to bring 
her apron with her to hold them in, and accordingly when 
feized again with fits of this nature, did refolutcly endea- 
vour to repair to thefe places, having a fnood or cravat 
nod her apron with her, and would firffer none to be in 
her tompany, vfhieh put her parents and others to a ne- 
ceflity of detaining her by force, and fhe being thus pre- 
vented, uttered hideous fcreeches and outcries, of which 
in this fort -of fits (lie w as feldom free. 

Thurfday, January 14th, at night, a young lsfs or girl 
appeared to her with a fcabbed face amongll the reft of 
her tormentors, telling her file was to come to the houfe 
to-morrow abotft ten o’clock, and forbidding hcf* to «re- 
venl it. 

The next day J>eing January 15th, in the afternoon, 
the damfel earneftly enquired at her mother and fhe tefl* 
of the family What beggars had come to the gate that 
day, and of what countenance and vifage they were ? but 
the family not knowing her Affigri hi 1 fuch a question, 
gave no heed unto it; yet fhe ftill itffiftiitg, and being ia 
company with htfe lAtethetf dROtli^r^eiftlewcmiau, a- 
l * 
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bout four 'o’clock at night, faid to them, (he thought Hie 
.might tell them fomevvhat (the time being now palt) fhc 
was forbidden to reveal it ; but beginning to tell, (he 
pvefently fell a crying, that (he was tormented and prid£ 
ed through her whole body, yet recovering from the fit, 
went on and told it ; the thing (he had to reveal was, 
that a fcabbed faced lafs appeared to her ycfternight, and 
was to be at the gate this day at ten o’clock. Where- 
upon the fervants being enquired at, what fort of beggars 
had been there that day, did declare among others, tnere 
had been a beggar wife at the door,, and a young woman 
or lafs with her who had fcabs on her face, and received 
their alms. 

Jam 1 6th and 17th, when recovered of her fwooning 
fits, fhe put out of her mouth a great number of pins, 

which fhe declared J P — — had forcedinto her mouth 

and a gentlewoman who had been one of her mofl violent 
tormentors. 

Jan. 21. her fits altered again, after thi3 manner, fhe 
would fall in them with heavy fighs and groans, and hi- 
deous outcries, telling thofe about her that cats, ravens, 
owls, and hotfes, were deftroying and preffing her down ' 
in the bed ; and at the fame time her mother and ano- 
ther gentlewoman, being in the room with her, did 
declare, that immediately after thfcy had taken 
the girl out of her bed in this condition they did 
fee fomething moving under the bed-cloaths as big as a 
cat.- 

The fame morning, in the interval of her fits, fhe faid 
fhe heardher tormentors whifper among themfelves, and 

fuggeft to one another, (naming. J — P- - the 

An5erfon3 and Others) that the devil had promifed and 
engaged to them, to carry her over the hall window, to 
the end they might drown her in the well which was in 
the court, and then they faid the world would believe (he 
had dellroyed herfelf ; and the fame day, and fcveral day* 
{hereafter, when feized with her grievous fits, did attempt 
with fuch force to get herfelf over that window, t'hat 
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fpectators could fcarcc with their whole ftrength prevent' 
her. 

About this time, nothing In the world would fo dif- 
compofe her as religious cxerclfes ; if there were any 
difeourfes of God or Chrift, or any of the things which 
are not feen and are eternal, (he would be call into gri ev- 
ous agonies and when fhe efTayed in her light fits, to 
read any portion of the feriptures, repeat any of the 
Pfalms, or anfwer any queftions of our catechifms (which 
fhe could do exa&ly at other times) fhe was fuddenly 
ftruck dumb, and lay as one ftiff dead, her mouth opened 
to fuch a widenefs that her jaw appeared to be out of 
joint, and anon would clap together again with incredi- 
ble force. The fame happened to her fhoulder blade, 
her elbow, and hand wrifts. She would at other times 
lie in a benumbed condition, and be drawn together as if 
fhe had been tied neck and heels with, ropes ; yet on a 
fudden would with fuch force and violence be pulled up 
and tear all about her, that it was as much as one or two 
could do, to hold her fall in their arms ; but when mi- 
nifters and other good chrift ians (feeing her in fuch in- 
tolerable anguishes) made ferious application by prayer 
to God, on her behalf, fho got refpite from her grievous 
fits of this kind, and was ordinarily free of them during 
the time of prayer, though feized of them before ; and 
albeit, ufually, when minifters began to pray, fhe made 
great difturbance by idle loud talking, whittling, ting- 
ing and roaring, to drown the voice of the perfon pray- 
ing. 

Particularly Jan. 22. fhe was more turbulent than at 
other times fhe ufed to be, and continued fome fpace 
after the minifter began to pray, tinging and making hi- 
deous noife, fetching furious blows with her fift, and kicks 
with her feet at thi&minifter, uttering reproachful talk of 
him, and calling^pp^og, See. Yet fhe being compofed 
and her fits bcirijpifer before prayer was ended, and the 
minifter, when he k*d done, finding her fober and in p 
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right composure of naiad, enquired why /he made fuch 
diftuvbance ? To which /he replied, (he was, forced to do 
^t by the hellife crew about-her; and that 4he thought? 
they yxre none of her own words th^t (he uttered. 

J^n. 24th, She feidfome thing* relating both to her- 
fclf and others, had been fuggefted to her by her troublersj- 
but that they had threatened. to torment her, if die feould 
offer to make them known. And accordingly in effaying 
to exprefs her mind, /he was call into two grievous fits, 
ui which fee cried out’ of violent pains ; all the part 3 of 
her body becoming rigid and extended like a corpfe, hen 
head was twilled round, and if any. offered by force to ob- 
ftrudl fuch dangerous motion (he Teamed to be upon, /he 
would roar exceedingly; fometimes her neck bone feem* 
ed to be difolved; and yet on a fudden became fo ftiff, that 
there was no movingof it; and when thefe grievous agonies 
were over, /he again a/Tayed to exprefsher mind by write,but 
to no purpofe; for inftantly /he was cad into other two very 
grievous /its, wherefe /he was ft ruck dumb, deaf and 
blind, and her tongue drawn a prodigiqus length over her 
chin. And when the fits were over, declared, the An? 
derfons, J. -r— — P — — the gentlewoman, and I — r?- 

D with the reft of the hellife crew, fome of whom 

flic could not n*me, had been tormenting her in the fits, 
and that there had been fifteen of them. about the houfc 
all the laft night, but were now all gone fea#*pne, who was 
to (lay about the houfc till her fits were over. And accord* 
ingly her brother and fifter did declare, they few that morn* 
ing a woman in the garden with a red coat about her head, 
fitting at the root of an apple tree ; but Bargarran, with 
moft of the fervants, being abroad, the matter was not fur- 
ther fearched 

The feme day about fix at night, /he wa9 fefeed with 
variety of grievous fits again, in which fometimes fee fey 
wholly fenfelcfs and breathlels, with her belly fwdled 
like a drum, as like a wpm*an with child, her eyes were 
pulled into her head fo for, -that fpe&HtoiS thought fee 
fhotrTd never have ufed them more, fometimes when /he 
was tying her own ncck-cloaths, her enchanted hand 
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Would tie them fo (Ira it about her neck, that (fie haff 
(Strangled herfelf if fpe&atort had not given fome relief 
unto her ; fometimes (he was in hazard of burning herfelf 
in the fire, offering with violence to throw herfelf iutor 
the fame. Divers times (he did (trike furious blows atf 
her near relations in her fits, (he would maintain difcourfe 
with her tormentors, and a(king queft ions concerning her- 
felf and others, received aafwer from them ; which indeed* 
none but herfelf perceived ; reafoning with one of thenf 
sifter this manner : 

u O what ailed thee to be a witch ! thou fayeft it is butf 
three nights fin ce thou waft a witch. O if thou wouldeft 
repent, it may be God might give thee repentance, if 
thou wouldeft feek it and coofefs ; if thoir would defire 
me I would do what I could ; for the devil is ao ill mafter 
to ferve, he is a liar from the beginning, he promifes what 
he cannot perform. Then calling for her Bible, (he faidT 
1 will let thee fee where he promifed to our firft parents 
that they (hould not die; (and reading thepaffage, faid)* 
now thou feed he is a liar, for by breaking the command- 
ment, they were made liable to death here, and ; death 
everlafting. O that is an uncouth word j long eternity 
never to have an end, never, never to have an end ; had 
Wot God of his infinite mercy, ordained fome to eternal 
life through Jefus Chrift. The devil makes thee believe 
thou wilt get great riches by ferving him ; but come 
near,” and h^Kg uttered this word, (he loft power of her 
fpeech, her tongiie being drawn back into her throat ; 
yet beckoning with her hand to the fpe&re to come near 
her, and turningover the book, kept her eye upon thatpaf- 
fage of holy Scripture, Job xxvii. 18. and pointing with 
her finger at the place, and (baking her head, turned over 
the book again, and recovering her fpeech, faid, “ Pll let 
thee fee where God bids us feek and we (hall find ; and 
reading over the place^faid, it is God that gives us every 
good gift, we have nothing of our own, I fubmit to his 
will though 1 never be better; for God can make 
all my trouble turn to my advantage, according to 
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^tfis word, Horn. viii. *8.” which place fhe the* 
tead, and thus continued reafoning, for the fpace of as 
hour. 

Sometimes (he cried out of Violent pain, by reafon of 
furious blows and ftrokes, fhe bad received frem the hands 
of her tormentors, the noife of which ftrokes, bye-.flanders 
diftm&ly heard, though they perceived not the hands 
that gave them* 

One night the girl fitting with her parents and others 
cried out, fomething was wounding her thigh ; upon 
which inftantly her mother putting her hand in the dam- 
let's pocket, found her folding knife opened, which had 
been folded when put in her pocket ; hut her uncle not 
trufting the thing, did again put up the knife, and leav- 
ing it folded in her pocket, on a fudden flie cried out, as 
before, the knife was cutting her thigh, being unfolded by 
means of J. P. nnd others, as (he faid: upon which her 
uncle fearching her pocket again, found the knife opened 
as formerly. This happened twice or thrice, to 
the admiration of the beholders, though they took 
fpecial notice that fhe nor any other viiible hand open* 
edit. 

Jan. a$th, fhe was again feized with her fwooniag ftiff 
fits, with this remarkable variation; her throat was 
fometimes moft prodigioufly extended, and fometimesos 
flrangely coptraftcd; fo that fhe appeared in palpable > 

danger of being choaked; and through the violence of ^ 

pain in her throat, and difficulty of breathing, ftrugglcd ;;;;;; 

with feet and hands, as if fome had been a&ually dran- 
gling her, and could fpeak or cry none ; with which kind 
oHits. fhe was frequently feized for feveral days, and in 
the intervals, did declare, that the fore-mentioned perfona 
and others, ’(whom fhe could not get then named) were 
firangling her,, and that the oceafion of her not having 
power to fpeak or cry in the fit, was a ball in her throat, 
which alfo was vifible to fpe&ators ; for they did dearly 
difeern a bunch in ter throat while in the fit) as big fca * 

^uilfct’s egg, which had almoft choaked her. 
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Sometimes fye w^a ^ept.frj>m eating her meat, having 
her^eeth fet, when (he carried any food to her mouth. 
Divers times alfo fh* was kept from drinfcmg, when at 
meat ; for no fgoner could (he tafie.thc drink, but (he 
was in hazard to be choak^d* th'erqby^ and herfelf fome- 
times vyoul^ have held the cup (b hard betwixt her teeth, 
that \t vvas hot ih the powfcr pft^bfe with her to unlopfc 
It. ‘ And when in’y thing Kid fallen out amifi in the place 
where (lie was, as the falling and breaking* of a cup, any 
body’s receiving harm, and fuch like,* the would fall 
a laughing and rejoice extremely ; which kind of 
jollity was far from the girl’s temper when at 
herfelf. . / ; ; . • ‘ : 

• Feb., til, flle effaying to tell fome things (he had been 
forbidden by her tortp^ntors to majte known, was bandied. 
With intolerable torments. At the beginning of her fits, 
ufually (he would be kept od'dly looking, fometimes 
towards the chimney, fotnetimes towards other par- 
ticular pfaces in the room, but could not always 
tell what fhe fav ; yet for ordinary fhe woufd name 
fuch and fuch perfons, who, (he laid, were then 
come to call her into fits. And when any defiicd 
her to cry to the l ord |_cfu&.fer help, her teeth were in- 
ftantly fet dole, her .eyes twifted almoft: round in her 
head, and (lie was thrown upon the floor with the ftiffnefs 
and pofturc of one that had been fome days laid for dead; 
and on a fudden recovered again, and would weep bitterly, 
to remember what had befallen her. The fame day, 
when Her (its Were over, (he faid, (he novy perceived it 
w^s by the means of a charm, that fu$h reftraints 
Were laid upon her, that (he could not tell what the witch- 
es had forbidden her to make known, but the charm 
might be found out (as (he faid) by fearebing for it be- 
neath -the bed where (he lay; and (he having qujckly 
done this herfejf, found (to the appnhenfipn of (pecta- 
tors) beneath the forefaid bed. an entire egg* (hell open in 
'die end, which being itiflantly thrown into the fire, dhj 
mtft awayaftef the manner ot wax, without any noife as 
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eg£ Ihell* ufe to make when burning in the fire. After 
this the girl faid, (he would not now be handled fo fevere- 
ly, upon effaying to make known what the witches had 
forbidden her to tell, only her tongue would be drawn 
back into her throat, which accordingly happened. She 
did like wife inform her friends of many things fhe had 
not liberty to do, before the charm was found out, par- 
ticularly, that her tormentors had frequently folicited 
her to become a witch herfelf, and promifed her great 
riches and per fed health alfo, to induce her thpreunto. 
Which temptation, fhe, through the infinite mercy of 
God, ftill refilled, reafoning with them after this manner : 
the devil promifes what he cannot perform,* and granting 
he could fulfil his promifes, yet lam fure from the Scrip- 
tures, hell and the wrath of God will be the final reward 
of all fuch as yield to this wickednefs.” To which (he 
received this reply, (which indeed, none but herfelf per-, 
ceived) that, hell and the wrath of God fo much talked 
of, was not fo formidable as was represented. She alfo 
laid, the witches had importunately urged her to give 
them her nonfent, to take away the life of her young 
fitter, who was at that time upon her mother’s bread ; 
which temptation alfo, fhe was enabled through the grace 
of God to refill. She told her parents likewife, there 
had been a charm laid upon the top of the houfe, where 
her young fitter was (the child having been fent out a 
nurfing, by reafon of the continued afflidion of the family) 
and that the charm had been placed upon the top of the 
houfe by pinched Maggy, who thereby did defign the 
taking away of her fitter’s life ; and that this was the 
caufe why fhe bad fo often*, for fome weeks before, defired 
her mother to bring home her fitter, conttantly affirming, 
that the child would daily decay as long as fhe ttaid there. 
Whereupon her parents obferving the daily decay of the 
infont, even to fkin and bone, brought her home, where 
ihe recovered. The girl being afked how fhe came to 
Ike knowledge of thefe things i replied, fomething 
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Ip&kSftg dlftin&ly as it were above her head, had 
fuggefted thcfe, and other things of that nature to 
her. 

Feb. ,ld. The girl being in the chamber with her mo- 
ther and others, was on a fudden ftruck with great fear 
and cohfternation, and fell a trembling upon the fight of 
John Lind fay, in Barlocb, talking with her father in 
the hall. She (aid to her mother, the forefaid Lind fay 
had been always one of her moil violent tormentors, and 
that (he had been threatened with extreme tortures, if fhe 
fhould offer to name him ; whereupon fhe was defired to 
go towards the place where he was, and touch fome part 
of his body in a way unknown to him, which having done 
' with fome averlion, was inftantly feized with extreme tor- 
tures in all the parts of her body. After which Lindiaiy 
was put to it, and interrogated thereupon ; but he giving 
no fatisfying aafwer, was defired to take the damfel by 
the hand, which he being unwillingly induced to do, fhf 
was immediately upon his touch caft into intolcrable^an- 
guifhes, her .eyes being almoft twilled round in her head, 
and all the parts of her bpdy becoming rigid and fliff, fell 
down in the po&ure of one that had been laid for feme 
days dead* and afterwards .got up in aludden, and tear* 
ing her cloaths threw herfelf with violence upoa 
him, and when her fit was, over, fpe&ators did 
adfo take the damfel by the hand, yet no fuch dfe& 
followed. ^ 

About fix at night there came an old Highland fellow, 
to Bargarran, who calling, himfelf a weary traveller, faid, 

. he behoved to lodge there that night, but the fervanti 
refufing him lodging, gave himfomething by way of alms* 
At this time the damfel being in the chamber with he# 
mother and another gentlewoman, faid to the beft of her 
appreheniion; there wa*one- of the wicked crew in or a- 
bout the houfe at that time : whereupon her mother made 
with her daughter down flairs towards the kitchen, 
finding there uncxpc&edly the Highland fellow, 
whom the girl then accufe&as one of her tormentors* flic 
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deflred the Highland fellow to take her daughter by the 
band, which he being urged to do, the girl Immediately 
Upon his touch was grievoufly tormented in all tjic parts 
of her body. And this falling out in divine providence* 
Bargarran caufed fecure him. 

The next morning, the mlnifler having come to Bar- 
garran to vifit the damfel, and the matter being imparted 
to him, called for the Highland fellow, and having quef- 
tioned him to and again about this matter, without any 
Satisfying anfwer, brought the child out of the chamber, 
covering her face, and almoft her whole body with his 
cloak, and giving figns to the Highland fellow to touch 
her in this pofture, as he had ordered him before, with* 
out the damfel's knowledge, which he having done with 
great averfion, the girl not knowing of his touch, was in- 
itantly caft into intolerable agonies as formerly ; yet others 
afterwards touching her, no fuch event followed. And 
when her. fits were over, (he befought the Highland fel- 
low, to allow her the liberty for to difeover and tell per- 
fons that haunted and molefled her, whom he had forbid- 
den her to make known : Upon which the old fellow- 
looking at her with an angry countenance, her mouth 
was inltantly flopped, and her teeth fet : And being de- * 

fired by thofe prefent to fpeak her mind freely, whether ^ 

he woiild or not, at length replied, flie feared to do it. ; 

And when through the importunity of John Maxwell of • 

Dargavel and Porterfield f of Fulwood, and fome oth^r 
gentlemen there prefent, flie elfayed to declare her mind, i 

fhe was feized with her fits again. - 

Before this time, the lamentable cafe of the affli&ed 
damfel and family, had been represented to His Majefly’s 
ffiofl honourable privy council, who upon ferious applica- 
tion made to them, worthily and pioufly granted a com- 
milfion to a noble lord and fome worthy gentlemen, to 
make inquiry into the fame. By virtue of this commif- 
fion, fome fufpe<5led perfons were feized ; particula rly 
Feb. 4 . Alexander Anderfon, an ignorant, irreligious fel- 
low, whe had been always of evil fame, and accufed by 
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ihe a/HIAed damfel, by a fpccial order from the commif- 
lloncrs for inquiry, was apprehended and committed to 
prifon ; as was alfo Elifabeth Anderfon his daughter, 
upon flagrant prefumptions of witchcraft ; for the other 
year, Jean Fulton, her grandmother, an old fcandalotas 
woman, being cited before the kirk*feflion, and accufed 
for hideous curflng, and imprecating mifehief upon feveral 
perfons, which had been followed with fatal events, the^ 
forementioned Elifabeth Anderfon, ker grandchild, who 
lived in the houfe with her, did declare before the feiiion, 
flie had frequently feen the devil in company with her 
grandmother, in the likenefs of a fmall black man, who 
ufually did evanilh on a fudden within the walls of the 
houfe, when any body came to the door. Upon this 
preemption was the faid Elifabeth Anderfon feized with 
her father, and committed to cuftody ; but at firft mod 
obftinately denied acccflion any manner of way to the fin 
of witchcraft, until afterwards, when ferioufly impor- 
tuned and dealt with in the prifon by two gentleman, did, 
before flic came to Bargarran's houfe, confefs her guilt, 
without Bargarran’s knowledge at that time. And that 
flic had been at feveral meetings with the devil and witch- 
es, and amongft others, (he did declare her own father, and 
the forementioned Highland fellow, to have been active 
inftruments of the girl's trouble ; and gave, before (he 
was confronted with him, exa& marks of this Highland 
body, and though (he declared (he knew not his name: yet 
v/hen confronted with him, did'accufe him, and affirm he 
was the perfon (he fpoke of. See No. A of the Appendix* 
February 5th, a quorum of the commiffioners being 
met at Bargarran, and the perfons then delated by Elifa- 
beth Anderfon to have been at meetings^ith the devil, 
and a6livc inftruments of the damfel's trouble, viz. Alex- 
ander Anderfon her father, Agnes Naefmith, Margaret 
Fultoun, James Lindfay alias Curat, John Lindfay alias 
Bi(hop, Katharine Campbell were all of them (excepting 
John Lindfay alias Bifhop, was not then apprehended), 
confronted with Katharine Shaw before the lord Blan- 
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tyre, and th'< reft of the coihtnilfioners at “ftargarraa, Sad 
feveral other gentlemen of note, and minifters then 
fent, and accufed by her as her tormentors. And tj^ 
having all feverally touched her in prefence of the commif- 
fioners, fhe was at each of their touches feized with griev- 
ous fit*, and caft into> intolerable anguifhes, others then 
prefent alfo touching her the fame way, but no fuch ef- 
fect followed. And it is remarkable, when Katharine 
Campbell touched the girl, fhe was immediately upon her 
touch feized with more grievous fits, and call into more 
intolerable -torments than what followed upon the touch 
of the other accufed perfons, whereat Campbell htrfclf 
being damped and don founded, though fhe had formerly 
declined to blefs her, uttered thefe words ; u The Lord 
God of heaven and earth blefs thee, and fate thee both 
foul and body After which the damfcl when the fits 
were over, in which fhe had been a mod pitiful fpe&acle, 
did declare, fhe was now loofed, and that fhe might freely 
touch any of the accufed perfons, or they her after this, 
without trouble, which accordingly upon trial fell fo out, 
and being inquired how fhe came to the knowledge of 
that, anfwered as formerly in the like cafe, That fome- 
thiug fpeaking diftin&ly as it were above her head, fug- 
gcfled this to her ; and like wife ufually gave her the 
knowledge of the names of her tormentors, and places in 
Which they lived. 

February 6. The girl being feized with fore fits, forae- 
thing was feen in her mouth, to the judgment of fpe&a- 
tors like pieces of orange pills invifibly conveyed into her 
mouth, which fhe feemed in her agonies to be chewing, 
and having got down her throat, as thofe prefent appre- 
hended, fhe did fall down dead and lliffj as if fhe had been 
choaked, ftruggling with her feet and hands, ^as if at the 
lafl gafp, her throat fwelling in a prodigious manner ; to 
the affrightment of fpe&ators, and when recovered, but 
yet in the light fit ; fhe would fay, O it was a very fweet 
•range pill which I got from the gentlewoman, and did 
•OBftanUy affirm the fame, declaring alfo that there had 
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been others there prefent with the gentlewoman, parties 

larly Margaret L or pinched Maggy, whofe firname 

(he had neither power nor liberty to exprefs, neither dnrft 
(he offer to do it, left (he (hould be tormented as was 
threatened, and always fell out when (he efTayed to do it, 
either by (peaking or writing, which had appeared the day 
before in the pretence of the commiflioners. 

About this time, Thomas Lindfay, a young boy, not 
yet twelve years of age, was feized, upon flagrant pre- 
furoptions of witchcraft ; he had faid before feveral credi- 
ble perfonf, the devil was his father, and if he pleafed he 
could fly in the likenefs of a crow upon the maft of a 
fhip. He foraetimes caufed a plough ttand and the horfe 
break the yoke, upon the pronouncing of fome words, 
and turning himfelf about wider- fhins ; that is turning 
himfelf round from the right hand to the left, contrary 
to the natural courfe of the fun. This be would do upon 
the defire of any body who gave him a halfpenny. Upon 
thefe and the like flagrant preemptions he waa apprehend- 
ed, who, at firft,. though he continued moft obftinate in 
denial, yet afterwards confeffed to the minifter in his owit 
lioufe, before famous witneffes, compact with the devil, 
and that he had received the infenfible mark from the de- 
vil, which is vifible upon his body ; as alfo, that he had 
been at feveraf meetings with the devil and witches, where 
he faid were prefent, his brother James, with others, and 
particularly thofe who had been delated by Anderfon. 
This he confeffed, with fome other wickednefs of this 
kind before he was committed to cuitody in Bargarraa 
lioufe. v 

After this Bargarran made diligent fearch for James 
Lindfay, elder brother to Thomas, having been all along 
accufed by the afflicted damfel as one of her troublers, 
whom fhe called the gleyM or fquint eyed elf (as he was 
indeed) for that was the name the crew about her gave 
him, who when he was brought upon the place, though 
he did at firil moft obftinately deny his guilt, yet at length* 
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through thfe endeavours of Mr. Patrick Simpfon, a neigh- 
bour rainifter, ingenioufly confeffed the guilt he wag 
charged with, and in his confeffion did agree in every mar 
terial circumftance with the other two, though he knew 
not what they had confeffed, he having not feen them be- 
fore his confeffion, nor had he any occafion of informa- 
tion in conference with others thereanent, being immedi- 
ately brought to the place from the tolbooth of Glafgow, 
where he had been fome weeks before that time in prifoo, 
as a vagabond beggar upon a defign to have fent him to 
foreign plantations. 

A more particular account of what they freely confeffed 
and acknowledged before the commiflioners, for inquiry, 
we have for the fatisfa&ion of the reader fubjoined to 
the narrative, with an abltradt of the report made by the 
commiflioners to the lords of his majefty’s mod honourable 
privy council, concerning the whole affair 
* February i r: There was by the prefbyteryY appoint- 
ment, a public fall kept upon the damfcPs account in the 
church of Erfkiue, in which Mr. Turner mi nifler of the 
place began the work with prayer, expounding Rev. xii. 
from ver. 7. to ver. 13. Mr James Hutchifon minifler 
at Kilellau took the next turn of prayer, and did preach 
upon 1 Pet. v 8. and Mr. Simpfon concluded the work, 
preachiag upon Matthew xvii. 20. 21 . where the girl was 
prefent all day ; but before {he c?me to church that 
xnorniug; {he told, that while {he was in one of her fits, 
the night before, {he hea d the devil fpeaking of that pu- 
blic fait, and what minilters were to be there, and that 
old man Mr. James Hutchifon {hould {tumble, and his 
peruke tall off as he went up to the pulpit, and all the 
people (hould laugh at him, and he {hould break his neck 
in going home. And when {lie came out ot the church 
after the forenoon’s work, {he faid, the devil was a liar ; 
for no fuch thing fell out as he had threatened She was 
all day very quiet in church, although being in fome of 
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her light fits, fomefpe&rcs appeared in time of the public 
work, which (he told of thereafter. 

About fix at night, there were prefent in the chain* 
ber with the damiel, Mr. Simpfon with his ‘wife, lady* 
Northbarr and others, difcouvfitig and conferring about 
her cafe ; and while they were .conferring together, (he 
told them, (he would gladly make fomc things known if 
(he durll for her tormentors; and afterwards effaying to 
do it, was inftantly feized with a violent fif ; in which (ha 
leapt ftraight up, and appeared as if (he had been choak- 
ed, fo it was as much as one or two could do, to hold 
her faft in their arms ; and when the fit was over, Mr. 
Simpfon going about family worfhip, did expound Pfalm' 
cx. and fpeaking of the limited power of the adversaries 
of our Lord Jefus Chrifl, from the latter part of ver.*i. 
(he was on a fudden feized with another grievous fit, in 
which (lie put out of her mouth fome blood, which raifed 
grounds of fear and jealoufy in the minds of fpe&ators, 
that fomething in her mouth hurting her, had been the 
occafion of it ; yet they could not get her mouth opened, 
though they ufed means to open the fame, her teeth being 
clofe fet. And in the interval of the fit, (he being afked, 
if (he found any thing in her mouth, that had been the 
occafion of her putting out of blood ; (he- replied, (he 
found nothing, nor knew the caufe thereof : but opening 
her mouth, thofe prefent found one of her double teeth 
newly drawn out, but knew not what became of the 
tooth } for though fearch was made for the fame, it could 
not be found ; after which the miniller proceeded upon 
the fame fubjeft, but was again interrupted by her 
renewed fits, yet clofed the exetcife with prayer, 
after which without more trouble, (he was taken to her 
bed. 

February Margaret Lang and her daughter Mar- 
tha Semple, being delated by the three confeffants, and 
accufed by the girl tar have been a&ive inftru merits in her 
trouble, came of their own accord to Bargarran’s houfe, 
and before they came up flairs, the girl faid, (he was now 
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bound up, and could not accufe Margaret Lang to hdr 
face ; and accordingly the girl’s mother having defired 
fomeofthofe who were fitting by her, to feel fome part# 
of her body, and they having doner it, found her body fo 
ftiff and inflexible, that there was no moving of it, and 
immediately again, found fome parts of her body fo eon- 
traced and drawn hard together, as if by cords : after 
this, Margaret Lang and her daughter, having gone to 
the chamber to the girl, did in prefence of the minifteis 
and others, deflrc the damfei to come to her, for fhe 
would do her no harm, and laying her arms about her, 
fpake very fairly to her, and queftioned her, if ever fhe 
had feen her or her daughter amongfl her tormentors, to 
which the girl did pofitively reply, fhe had frequently feen 
her daughter ; but declined through fear to accufe her- 
felf, faying faintly, No. After which Margaret and her 
daughter returning into the hall, and the minifter enquir- 
ing at her why fhe faid No, feeing fhe had accufed her 
before, fhe anfwered, take me contrary, upon which fhe 
was feized with a grievous fit ; yet after her Recovery, be- 
mg urged again by thofe prefent,,to tell her mind freely, 
whether or not Margaret Lang was one of her torment- 
ors, the child thereupon efTaying to fay Yes, and having 
half pronounced the word, was call into unexprefiible ' 
anguifhes ; and again, in the interval of the fit, fhe eflayed 
to exprefs the fame thing, and faying the word, Tint 
(that is loft) waBon a hidden ftruck with another fit, and 
when the fit was over, and the child returned to the cham- 
ber, Margaret Lang who was fitting near the hall door, 
fpoke thefe words after her, “ The Lord blefs thee, and 
ding (that is beat or drive) the devil out of thee.” A 
little after which words, Margaret going down flairs, the 
damfei came to the hall, and faid, her bonds were now 
loofed, and that now fhe could accufe Margaret Lang to 
her face, and declared the occafion of her being fo reftrain- 
cd and bound up while Margaret was, prefent, wa9 her let- 
ting fall a parcel of hsrir at the hall door as fhe came in ; 
being a charm made by her for that end, which a!fo had 
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been the occafioa of her uttering the wdrd tint, in tftfc 
former fit : and accordingly a parcel of hair had beea 
found at the hall door, after Margaret Lang had gome 
•ftraight from the hall to the chamber, which immediately 
%ras cad into the fire and burned. And it is remarkable 
that it could be attefted, that there was no hair, or any 
other thing elfe in that place before Margaret Lang came 
in, and the girl being inquired what way file knew Mar- 
garet Lang had laid the forementioned charm upon her, 
replied, fomething fpeaking diltin&ly to her as it were a* 
bove her head had fuggefted that to her. 

About eight at night (he was feverely handled in heir 
fits, much after the former manner, and while fhe was in 
her fwooning fits, there was feen in her mouth a pin* 
wherewith file feemed altnofl choaked, but by divine pro- 
vidence it was with great difficulty got out. After-this 
fhe was fomewhat compofed, and did not much complain 
of pain ; but was diftin&ly beard to entertain difeomfe 
with fome invifible creature about her, and the replies 
given by her, and heard by thofe who took care of her, 
gave them ground to conclude file was tempted to fet her 
hand to a paper then prefented to her, with promifes that 
upon her yielding thereunto, fhe fhould never be troubled 
any more; as alfo that fhe fhould get fweet meats, a drink of 
fack, a bonny handfome coat with filverlace ; She was alfo 
diftin&ly heard fay, refilling the tempter, “Thou artafil- 
thy fow, fhould 1 obey thee ; this was not the end of my 
creation, but to glorify God and enjoy him for ever ; and 
thou prom ifeth what thou cannot perform, art thou an- 
gry at me for faying thou fow, what fhould I call thee, 
but thou filthy fow ; art thou not the filthy devil, for as 
brave as thou art with thy filver and gold lace, wouldeft 
thou have me renounce my baptifrn. Doft thou promife 
to give me brave men in marriage, and fine cloaths, and 
perfedl health, if I fhould coqfent thereunto ? Doft thou 
fay my baptifm will do me no good, becaufe thou alledgcft 
he was not a fufficient miniller that baptized rtie ? thou 
apt a liar, I will be content to die, before I renounce my 
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baptifm, O through the grace of God I will never do jtA 
And thus (he continued reafoning, being both blind and 
deaf, for the fpace of two hours ; and when (he came to 
h^rfelf, did declare, it was the devil who firft prefented 
himfelf, tempting her in the fhape of a fow, to renounce 
her baptifm, as is hinted ; and that lie did chide her 
when (he called him thou fow, and immediately appeared 
to her again, in the (l>ape of a brave gentleman, as hav- 
ing gold. and (ilvcr lace on his cloathi, ftill urging her to 
renounce her baptifm, which temptation (he through the. 
fptcial affittance of the grace of God, effe&ually redded : 
She alfo faid; that it had been fuggefted to her by the 
fpirit, fpeaking to her, as it were above her head, 
after the combat with the tempter was over, that 
one of her tormentors would be at the houfe .thci 
morrow. 

February 13. (he was feized with a fore fit about twelve* 
o’clock of the day, in which (he continued for more than 
two hours fpace, both deaf and blind. Thofe in the room 
with her, crying to her with a loud voice, and pinching 
her hands and other parts of her body ; but all to no pun 
pofie- And in this pollute was hurried to and fro with 
violence through the room s And when any body by 
force offered to hinder the dangerous and violent motion, 
(he ftemed to be upon, (he would roar exceedingly, fame- 
times (he deflred her father and mother and others to 
come and take her home, (fuppohng herfelf not lo be in 
''her father’s houfe) when the girl was in this deplorable 
condition, Margaret Roger, who lived in the neighbour- 
hood, came to the houfe of Bargarrati, enquiring for the 
lady ; and having come up (lairs, the parents of the dam- 
fel remembering what the girl had faid the night before, 
that one of her tormentors was to come that day to the 
houfe, brought Margaret Roger to the chamber^ wbene 
the girl waa, and fo foon as (he entered the door ; the 
damfcl though (he could difeern none of thefe who were 
^peefent with her, nor aafwqr them' when they cried to 
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Mr; yet prefen tly faw her, and ran towards her,' cry fogy 
“Maggy, Maggy, where haft thou beea ? wilt thou take 
me with thee, for my father and mother have left me. ,f 
Whereupon fpe&ators being aftonifhed, caufed Margaret 
fpeak to the child, which (he having done, the girl dif- 
titi6Uy heard and anfwered her every word. After this, 
the three confeflants were alfo brought up to the chamber 
where the damfel was, and fo foon as they entered the 
door, fhc ran alfo to them laughing, as if (he had been 
overjoyed, anfwering them when they fpoke to her ; and 
Margaret Roger there prefent, being confronted with 
the confeflants : they did declare, that {he had been 
at meetings with the devil and witches in Bargarraa 
orchard, confulting and contriving Chriflian Shaw’s 
rttin. 

The Lord’s day following, being February 14. after 
fomc (hort intervals, (he was again feized with her fits, in 
which flie faid, “ Margaret Lang and her daughter Mar- 
tha Semple, were tormenting her and cutting her throat;” 
which words, through violence of pain, and difficulty of 
breathing, fhe uttered with a low and hardly audible 
voice, and upon the naming of Margaret Lang and her 
daughter {he was tolled and dreadfully tormented in all 
the parts of her body, being made fometimes to ftand 
upon her head and feet at once, fometimes her belly 
fwelling like a drum ; and falling again in a fuddeo, and 
fometimes her head and other parts of her body were like 
to be fhaken in pieces, fo that fpeftators feared {he would 
never fpeak more. And when the fit was over, {he de- 
clared, Margaret Larig faid to her, when in the fit, ‘That 
fhe would give her a tofty,’ {which imports hot and fevere 
handling) for naming her. 

At this time {he was feldom frte of her light fits, 
which foV teioft part were all the refpite and eafe {he had 
frfcta the uncxpreflible agonies flic endured in her more 
grievous fits, unlefs when afleep f and while {he was in 
ihefefits, no body could perfuade her to pray, yet when 
in a right compolurc of mind and perfc&ly at herfelf, (he 
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would weep bitterly to remember this, expeeffing h« 
fears,. left jhat might be any evidence God would lotiaE? 
her. 

February ; tfi. About two in the afternoon, (he being 
in the light (it, (aid, 4 The devil now appeared to her in 
the (hape of a man whereupon being ftruck with great 
fear and coafternation, was defired to pray .with an audi- 
ble-voice, Vthc Lord rebuke tbee, Satan , 9 which (he eftay- 
.fogsojdo,. inftantly. loft power of fpeech, her teeth being 
.fet, andher tongue drawn back into her throat, and (he 
eflayiug again, was immediately feized with another 
grievous fit: in whioh her eyes being twifled almoft round 
in her head, (he fell down as one dead, ftruggling with 
her feet and hands, and again getting up on a fudden, 
was hurried with. violence to and fro through the room 
.Tlkaf and blind ; yet was fpeaking with feme invifible 
Creatures about her, faying, 41 with the Lord's ftreqgth, 
:thou (halt neither put draw nor flick into my mouth.” 
After this, (he cried in a pitiful manner, the bumbee has 
dinged rae, then prefeotly fitting down and loofing her 
dockings, put her hand to that part which had been 
nipped or pinched, whereupon fpe&ators did vifibly dif. 
cern the lively marks of nails of fingers deeply imprinted 
jon that fame part of her leg And when (he oame to 
Jbcrfelf, (he did declare, 4 that fomething fpeaking to her 
a* it were above her head , 9 told her it was M. M. in u 
neighbouring pari(h, (naming the place) 4 that had ap- 
peared to her and pinched her leg in the likenefs of a 
bumbee . 9 She likewife did declare, that the forementiened 
M. M. 4 inftantly after this bad been fuggefted to her, 
appeared in her own (hape, and likenefs as (he ufed to be 
: at other times . 9 Shortly alter this, being dill feized 
with her fight fit, ihe whifpered is her mother's ear, 
• the devil was now appearing to her again in the (hape 
of a. gentleman r 9 and being inftantly feized with her fits, 
in which file was both blind and deaf; was diftin&ly heard 
arguing after this manner, 4 thou thinkeft to tempt me to 
ike a witch j but through God's ftrength thau (halt agjfx 
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: b,e the better ; Icbarge thee, in the name of God, to t>e- 
gone and thy papers too. In tbc Lord's ftrength I will 
not fear thee. 1-will ftand here and fee if thou can come 
: one ftep nearer me, 1 think thou feared me more than I 
fear thee/ Then turning herfelf again, (he was hurried 
to and fro with violence through the room, as formerly, 
faying, ‘ (he was bitten or pinched very fore in the* hand 
with teeth, and nipped with fingers about twenty-four 

• times / which conftrained her to horrid fcrcechs and 
: outcries at every time fhe -received them, . (hewing and 

pointing with her finger to thefe parts of her arm and 
leg which had been pinched and bitten, but neither faw 
, nor heard any about her. And accordingly fpe&atora 
did vifibly difeern the evident marks of teeth and nails lof 

• fingers upon her arms and legs* In this poflure the girl 
continued from two till five in the afternoon, and when 

' her mifery was over, fhe faid, * M. M. told her in the fit, 

> that Margaret Lang, then in cuftody, had ordered her to 
handle her after that manner. And that Margaret Lang 
r.had a commanding power oyer her/ 

Fiiday and Saturday thereafter, being Feb. 19th and 
20th, fhe was frequently feized with the forementioned 
» fits, and being violently bitten, pinched, and nipped, in 
her hands, neck, and other parts of her body, fo that 
. the clear marks of the nails of fingers and (leads of teeth, 
both upper and lower, with the fpittle and flaver of a 
mouth thereupon, was evidently feen by fpc&ators. 
About tliis time, when feiztd with her blind arid deaf fits, 
a crooked fellow appeared to her, having his feet deformed, 
his two heels wtying inward toward one another, and the 
foreparts pf his feet outward from on£ another, fo that 
the broadlide of-his feet moved foremoft, andv upon the 
appearing of this fellow her feet were put in the very fame 
potiure, during the time he tormented her. It isto be 
** noticed, that there is a fellow in one of the neighbouring 
parifhes, whofe feet are exaclly in that manner deformed, 
. who has becri a lqng tune of ill £ame, and given up by-ihe 
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confeflants, to have been at meetings with the devil andthe 
reft of the crew, la Bargarran orchard. 

Saturday, being Feb. 20th, the whole family being 
gone to bed, they had left a great quantity of peats or 
turf, befide the hall chimney, which the next morning 
they faw them burnt to afhes, though there had been no 
fire in the chimney nor near them, fo that the plaiffcr and 
ftonesof the wall, where the peats or turf lay, were in a 
great part turned to rubbifh, through the violence of the 
fire, but no other damage followed, the hall floor being laid , 
with (tones, and the peats lying within the bofom of a 
large chimney brace. 

Feb. 27th, The chamber (ire having been covered withi 
afhes in the chimney, when the family went to bed, the 
next morning, though a good quantity of ^fhes had been 
left, yet they found all clean fwept away, and no appear-, 
ance of afhes nor fire there at all ; albeit, none inthc fa- 
mily that night nor next morning had been the r e after the 
fire was gathered, before this was obferved. 

In fits of tliis kind (he continued for feveral days there- 
after. naming the forementioned crooked fellow, J. R. 
and Ivi A. living in the neighbouring parifh s, which two 
. women were delated, by the three confeffants to be a- 
mongfl her tormentors, and particularly upon the Lord’s 
day, being Feb. 2 1 ft, and the Monday following, the faid 
J. R. appearing to her grievoufly vexed her, withal telling 
her fne was commfflioned fo to do, the gentlewoman 
M having a pain in her head at the time, and f ) not able 
to come forth, concerning which, it is worthy of remark, 
that the damiel declared M. M. to have appeared to her 
about two days thereafter, with her head bound up with 
a napkin or handkerchief, in which like habit or poiture, 
fhe did not formerly appear. 

Upon Thurfday thereafter, being Feb,. 25th, /he con-> 
tinued in the former fits, weeping bitterly and complaining 
of pain in both her Tides: fhe alfo told in the interval oft 
her fits, that fhe was that night to be in very grievous and 
fore fits, her tormentors being refolded to.choak her, by 
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potting pins in her mouth, which (though (he emptied Iier- 
felf of nil that were ih her cloaths) yet accordingly came to 
pafs; in which (he was both blind and deaf, leaping up and 
down in an extraordinary manner, pulling down whatever 
came to her hand ; and thus continued for fome days* put- 
ting out of her mouth a great quantity of fmall broken 
pins, which fhe dedare.d, J. R. had forced in the fame. 

Upon the Lord’s day, being the laft of Feb, about five 
o’clbck in the afternoon, (he fell into grievous fits, ac- 
companied with hideous or loud laughing, leaping, and, 
running with violence to and fro, and thereafter wept fore, 
crying out of pain, that a little Highlandman (whom (he 
knew to be fuch by his habit and fpeech) was now break- 
ing her leg; which (becaufe of pain) (he fcarce coutd get 
tbld in the fit, and putting her hand to the part of her 
leg affe&ed, fpediators untying her flocking, diftin&ly 
obferved a fore bruife in her fhin bone ; which, when 
touched, did fo pain her, that (he uttered horrid fcrcechs 
and cries ; and when recovered, did declare, that the 
little Highland fellow had given her that bruife. After 
this, fhe put out of her mouth a crooked pin, by which 
(he told the forefaid Highland fellow having forced it into 
her mouth, defigned to choak her. 

The firft eight days of March, fhe continued in her 
former fits, with little variation, putting out of her mouth 
a great number of fmall pins, often fainting and falling, 
as dead, upon the ground on a fudden, again ftruggling 
with feet and hands; by all which, her natural fpirits were 
much weakened and cxhaufled ; fome times alfo fhe c flayed 
to go into the fire. About this time, when minifters and 
other chriftians met in the family for prayer, fhe ufed at 
the beginning of the work to make great difturbmcc, 
particularly, March ad, which day, being fet apart for 
fading and prayer in the family, prayer begun, (he wat 
for fome time very compofecf, until of a fudden, a ftrong 
blatl of wind forced open the windows of the room, upon' 
which fhe was inftantly feized with a violent fit, the mi- 
nifter in the very fame time fupplicating God, that fhe 
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might be delivered from, Satan’s bonds ; In w! ion lit (he 
being both blind and deaf as to all, except her tormentors, 
was hurried with violence to and fro in the room, fometimes 
falling down as one dead, fometimes Tinging and maki ig • 
a hideous loud noife, fometimis naming M. M. and o- 
thers; who, (he faid, were there prefent, *fHi£ling and tor- 
menting her, withal, naming the particular places of the 
room where fhe faw them (landing and fitting. After 
all which, when recovered out of the fit, (he told that 
a gentlewoman and a little Highland fellow, came in with 
the blaft of wind which forced open the windows. This 
falling out upon the Tuefday, (lie continued in the light 
fit without any intermiffion, till the Sabbath thereafter, 
not being feized with any of her fore fits : and having * 
gone to church the Lord’s day following, was perfectly' . 
well for the mod part of the day ; yet affirmed fhe faw 
Janet Wagh and others, in one of the windows of the, 
church, though invifible to all others. 

Tuefday, being March 9th, her mother and Margaret 
Campbell, hercoufin, took the darrfel to walk with them 
in the orchard ; and returning back to thehoufe, her mo- 
ther entering the tower gate (ird, the damfcl being at her 
back, and Margaret Campbell tarrying a little while at 
the gate ; her mother going into the kitchen, fuppofed 
they had been with her, whereas the d-finfd was, of a fud- 
den, carried away in a flight up (lairs with fo iwift a id 
unacountable a motion, that her abfence was not in the 
lead fufpedled ; her mother turning and miffing her, cried,' 
whither is Chridian and Margaret Campbell? and indant- 
Iy running up dairs to look for the daraiel, heard a noife, 
and following the fame, found the damfcl leaping and 
dancing upon one of the dairs, being feized with (its, 
out of which when (he had recovered (he told, that J. P. 
had carried her away from her mother’s back, as (he en- 
tered the kitchen door, (her not touching the ground to 
her apprehenfion) and that with a defign to drangle her 
in an high wardrobe with ropes, on which the linen ufed 
tp dry, but that the faid j. P. could carry her nQ further 
K3 

Digitized by Google 



than the place where (he was found, end did therefore 
leave her in fuch a violent fit. 

t Upon the Lord*a day thereafter, being March 14th, 
here fits again altered, in that her mouth and nofe were 
prodigioufly diftorted and turning about while in the fit,, 
her face being thereby ftrangely and horribly deformed, 
The fame day {he being in church in the forenoon, her 
glove falling from her, the fame was again put into her 
hand by fome invifiblc jgcnt.to the amazement of beholders. 
To which we add here, as that which is worthy of remark, 
that all this while an invifible being, haunted her on all 
pccafions, fuggefting many things to her, both concerning 
herfclf and others ; but yet never heard by any but berfelf. 

The fame day betwixt fermons, fhe told that file was 
to be violently tormented in the afternoon ; which ac- 
cordingly came to pafs, and when in her fits fhe named 
one J. K. a woman living in the neighbouring bounds, of 
whom fhe faid, that fhe had fieen her in the church ; at 
alfo that fhe was mailer of thefe kind of fits fhe was af- 
li:&cd w ith ; withal afTerting, that if the faid J. K. were 
not fent for, fhe would grow worfc and worfe ; which her 
parents finding to be true, fent in the evening for the faid 
{., K. threatmng her, if the damfel was any further trou- 
bled with her, that fhe fhould be apprehended as others 
had been ; after which the damfel being in the mean time 
in a very fore fit, the forementioned J K. prayed (though 
not defired) that Go’d might fend the damfel her health; 
whereupon the damfel was no more troubled with thefe 
kind of fit 8 ; but did inflantly recover, by falling into a 
i woon as fhe ufcd to do before recovery out of any of her 
fits. 

Tuefday, being March x 6th, fhe was again feized 
with her other kind of fits, all the parts of her body being 
iliff and rigid ; and fometimes in them was heard con* 
verfing with the gentlewoman (as fhe called her) vindi- 
cating herfelf of what the gentlewoman alledged a gain ft: 
her, viz. that fhe had accufed fome innocent perfons at 
her tormentort. To which the damfel diftiudkly replied. 
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that (he was a liar, laying, it was you yotirfclf and noire 
other ever mentioned any fuch thing. 

Thus fee continued until the Friday thereafter, feeing 
never free of the light hts, now and then alfo falling- into 
fwoone, and appeared to be almoft choaked by* the means 
of fome, charms and enchantments invifibly conveyed into 
her mouth ; which, to the apprehenfion of fpe&ators, 
were as^if it had been pieces .of chefnuts, orange pills, 
whites of eggs, or fuch* like, all ghich were diftin&ly 
obferved, when occafionally in the fit fee opened her 
mouth ; and when fpc&ators effayed to get them out, fee 
kept her mouth and teeth fo clofc, that no ftrength could 
open the fame. When recovered out of the fit, fee told 
L. M. a woman living in the neighbouring bounds, had 
put them in her mouth. 

Upon Friday being March 19th, fee was violently tor- 
mented with fore fits, in which her neck was diverted and 
bended back like a bow towards her heels, ftruggh’ng with 
feet and hands, fometimes ftiff, blind, and deaf, putting 
out of her mouth a great number of fmall pins ; which fee 
faid the forementioned L. M. had put in her mouth. And 
about fix o’clock that fame night being violently torment- 
ed, fell a-crying, that if the gentlewoman was not ap- 
prehended that night, it would be in vaih to apprehend 
her to-morrow : for, faid fee, I have much to fuffer at 
her hands betwixt twelve and one o’clock in the morning. 
After this the'damfel lifting up her eyelids with her hands, 
and looking upwards, faid, what art thou that tells me 
that the feeriff and mv father are coming here this night ? 
After which the feeriff, her father, and James Guthrie, 
macer to the judiciary court, indantly came up dairs, to 
the amazement of tbofe who remembered what the dam- 
fel jud now had faid. The damfel continuing all this 
while blind and deaf ; yet was heard {the forefaid perfons 
being prefent) didin&ly to difeaurfe with fome invifible 
being near to her, faying, is the feeriff come, is he near 
me ? and dretching out her hand to feel if any were about 
her, the feeriff put his hand in her’s, notwithftanding of 
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which) (he faM to the Invifiblc being difeouffiog with her, *. 
« 1 cannot feel the fheriff, how can he be prefent here ? , 
or how can I have him by the hand as thou fayeft, feeing 
I feel it not £ Thou fay eft; he hath browu coloured cloath9, • 
red pluih breeches with black llripes, flowered muflin 
cravat, and an embroidered fword-belt. Thoufayeft there 
is an old grey haired man with him, having a ring upon 
his hand; but I can neither fee nor feel any of them. 
What, are they come to apprehend the gentlewoman ? is 
that their errand indeed ?’ And the girl being enquired 
how (he came to the knowledge of thefe ftrange things ; 
replied as formerly in the like cafe, fomething fpeaking 
diftindtly as above her head, fuggefted them to her. It 
is very obfervable here, that the forefaid perfons had that 
fame afternoon got an order from the commiffioners of . 
judiciary to apprehend the fame gentlewoman, and were 
fo far on their way to put it in execution againft the next ' 
morning; but being witnefies to the danifel’s trouble, 
and hearing what fhe had told, viz. that a delay in that 
matter, would prove to her exceeding dangerous, they 
went ftraight on in their journey that fame night to the 
gentlewoman’s habitation, and put their warrant to exe- 
cution. 

As the damfel ftill continued to be violently tormented,- 
fometimes lying with her neck and other parts of her 
body upon the ground ; as if they had been disjointed, 
fometimes alfo effaying to throw herfelf into the fire. 
Abput ten o’clock the fame night, (he continuing in the 
fit, her father (who had not gone with the fheriff) be- 
ginning to read a part of the word of God, {lie repeated 
the words after him though blind and deaf in the mean 
time, which made fpe&ators apprehend, that the damfel 
had the fenfe of hearing in thefe forts of fits, at lead 
’when the word of God was read : to find out the truth 
of which, her father did ceafe from reading, which though 
he did ; yet the damfel continued to repeat the following 
verfes of the chapter, while none in the room were read- 
ing, and fhe herfelf had no book ; withal being heard fey 
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to fome invifible being about her, Wilt thou teach ole 
a part of the Old Teftament as well as the New. 

The damfel dill continuing in the forementioned fits* 
faid unto the perfons prefcftt, that now it was twelve of 
the clock; oh! it is now pad twelve, fometimes lying as 
one dead, through the violence of pain and decay of her 
natural fpirits, fometimes again recovering, effayed to 
exprefs fomewhat, but could not ; withal putting out of 
her mouth a great quantity of crooked pins, and the parts 
of her body being prodigioufly diftorted, fhe complained 
of great pain r thus /he continued until half an hour after 
twelve o’clock at night ; when on a fudden /he recovered* 
to the admiration of beholders, telling them, fhe might 
novt go to bed, being told by fome invifible informer, 
that the fheriff and the other gentleman, to wit, the raacer, 
had now entered the gentlewoman’s houfe, and accord- 
ingly going to bed, was no further troubled that night. 
It is worthy of remark here, that the fheriff and macer, 
at their return, did declare, that it was juft about that 
time they entered the gentlewoman’s houfe, which' tile 
damfel condcfcendcd upon. 

Saturday, being Mardi 20th, about ten o’clock in tho 
forenoon, fhe was of afuaden feized with fits, falling down* 
as one dead, her eyes quite clofed, fometimes again 
opening and turning in her head, (he faw nor heard none 
about her, but was hurried with violence to and fro 
through the room, crying with a loud voice when an^ 
by force would hinder her motion. She being in this 
pofture, and deprived thus of her fenfes, James Lind fay, 
ope of the three confeflants, was brought into the room, 
who no fooner had entered the door but was perceived 
by her, and fhe, fmiling, ran towards him, faying, Jamie, 
where haft thou been this long time, how is it with 
thee ? and anfwered him diftin&ly to every word he fpake, 
though at the fame time fhe neither heard nor faw any 
other in the room, nor could converfe with them, albeit, 
tried by feveral experiments for that purpofe, particularly 
a tobacco box being held before her eyes by a perfoa 


Digitized by Google 



no 


prtfent in the. room, (he did aot fee it ; but as foots as 
it wa* put in the baud of James Lind Taj (be inflantly en- 
quiied at him, where he had got that box* Sbe continu- 
ing in this pofture, the (heriff and her father being" pre- 
fefit. thought it fit to confront M. M. who was now 
come, thereby to try if the damfel would hear or fee her, 
as (he had done James Lindfay, which accordingly they 
did : and as (oon as M. M. entered the door, the damfel 
(though ft ill in the fit) prcfently fmiled and faid, I fee 
the gentlewoman now, though formerly (lie had never 
feen her perfonally, biit only her fpe&re in the fits. She 
like wife heard her, when (he fpoke to her, anfwering 
diftinflty fome queftions propofed by M. M. fitch as, 
when it was (he had feea her tormenting her? to which 
(he anfwered, (he had feen her the other night ih her fits, 
and further challenged her, why (he had reftrained hef 
from making known the Highland wife’s name, 33 alfo 
faying unto her, thou pretends thou knoweft not what l 
fay, thou knoweft well enough. Upon all which, the 
gentlewoman on a fudden (without being dejired) prayed, 
that the LorcT might fend the (Tnmfcl her health, faying, 

1 Lord help thee, poor daft child, and rebuke the devil/- 
\tfhich words were no fooner uttered than the damfel fell 
ddwn as dead, and being in this polhne carried to an- 
other room, inftantly recovered of the bhnd, deaf, and * 
alfo of the light fit, becoming pcrie&ly well 2 nd contimi- * 
ed fo for fomc time, and being thus recovered, and M. 
M. removed into another room, the dsmfel was enquired 
at, whom (he had feen in the lad fit ? to which (he re- 
plied, (he had feen the gentlewoman, though in the mean 
time (he was altogether ignorant of -the gentlewoman’s 
ever being perfonally prefent in the room with her. 

Th6 fame day the cammifiioners of judiciary having 
come to Bargarran, M. M. and the damfel were again 
confronted, upon which the damfel (being in the light 
fit) upon the fir ft look of the forementioned M. M. was 
fuddenly feized with fore fits, out of which when (he re- 
covered, (he accufcd her as being one of her mod vio> 
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4ent tormentors, particularly, mentioning fuch and fuck 
times, in which fhe had in an extraordinary manner 
^ffli&cd her, as alfo what words fhe {poke in her hear- 
ing while in the fit, and which is yet more remarkable, 
did queftion the gentlewoman if fhe did not fometime in 
Decern, laft, when Jhe was tormenting her, remember 
how fhe went away from her in great haftc, faying, fhe 
could flay no longer, being obliged to .attend a child** 
burial at home. In confirmation of which we are very 
credibly informed, that W. R. a near neighbour of her’s, 
bad a child hurried that fame day,, and that the gentle- 
woman came not in due time to attend the corpfe fo 
the burial plac«, but the corpfe being near to the church 
. yard ere fhe reached the houfe from .whence they came, 
fhe returned .again *o her own lodging, and fo did not 
( accompany the burial at all. 

The Lord’s day following, being March 21 ft, fhe fell 
unto fwooning fits, complaining of no pain* except near la 
Jier heart, falling down a8 dead, not only when -the fit* 
^feized her, but alfo when fhe recovered, fometimes fing<* 
,iug after an unufual manner, withal Informing fpedlators 
that J. , G. coaftrained her to that kind of mufic, her 
.own lips not. at all moving in the. mean time, which 
beholders faw to be true, only her tongue, for prevent- 
ing of which, fhe frequently put her hand into her 
mouth. And at this time, when either fhe herfelf,. or 
thofc about her, offered to read any. part of the Scripture, 
flic was violently tormented, declaring if fhe did but fo 
much as hear the word of God read that day, fhe would 
certainly be extremely . tortured ; in confirmation of 
which, when fome effayeu to read Hcb. xi. 2, 4, $.* l/a. 
J x\. Pfal. iii. fhe uttered horrid, f^rccchs and outcries, 
complaining that fhe was pinched, in evidence of. whj^h, 
the prints or marks of the nails of fingers were diltiaftly 
, feen on her arms, and being thus pinched or bitten for 
feveral times with great violence an&pain, the fkin itfelf 
* Was feen to he torn from off t ho fe parts of her arms apd 
Augers, where the prints of the teeth and nails were obferr- 
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fo that from the deepncfs.of the wounds, the fort - 
4 $aid part* affc&ed fiel! a-blecding, which blood was both 
feen and handled by fpe&ators. Moreover the damfel, 
while in this fad awd lamentable condition, feemed to 
be extremely affe&ed and oppreffed with fore ficknefs, 
as one in a fever, crying fometimes, to remove thefe 
dead children out of her fight ; which fhe frequently 
repeated, from fix to nine in the morning, and fhe (HU 
continuing the reft of the day, it was obferved that 
fome charms and enchantments were put in her mouth 
as formerly, of which the damfel being very fenfiblc, fell 
down on 9 fudden on the ground, putting her hand to 
fome fpittle which fhe had put out , of her mouth, an<( 
lifted fume trafh which fhe again caft down to the ground, 
4 it making fome noife, but yet neither feen in her fpittle 
nor elfcwhere by fpe&ators, though while in her mouth, 
they obferved fomethiug like orange pilfc, whites of egg s, 
and pieces of chefnuts. 

Monday, being March 2 2 d, the forem^ntioned 'L. M. 
Or J. G. came- to Bargarran’s houfe, .and being confront- 
ed with the damfel, queftioned her if ever fhe had fe$o 
her in any of her fits, withal alledging that fhe, viz. 

L. 'M. or J. G. could be none of her tormentors, bccaufe 
the damfel was not nowfeised with a fit, though, looking 
upon her as fhe ufed to be, when ftie looked upon any 
of her other tormentors when confronted with them; 
Upon which the damfel being for fometime filent, L. M. 
or J. Gv did again propofc the fame queftion to her; to 
which the damfel diftindlly replied, Yes, upon which L. 

M. replied, perhaps you have feen the devil in my fhape. 

As to the conference there are feveral things exceeding 

remarkable* as firft, that the damfel upon her anfwerin'g, 
yes, was immediately feized with a fit. 2dly, That how- 
ever; after Katherine Campbell had touched the damfel iq 
prefence of the CommifEoners, upon the 5th of Feb. laft, 

J w had ever fince that time, freedom to touch any of her 
tormentors, without being feized with her fits, as has been 
binted, yet true it is, thatiu the room of that charm * 
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qcw one took place, viz. when any time (he looked upon 
her tormentors in the face, at the very firft look (he was 
feized with her fits ; which charm (he declared was laid by 
means of the forenaeptioned L. M. or J. G. and alfo 
taken off again by her that very morning before (he came 
to vifit the damfel, and this (he faid, was fuggefted to her 
by fome invifible being, fpeakingdiftin&ly as it were above 
her head ; and that therefore the damfel now had freedom 
to look^L. M. in the face, without being feized with fits, 
which for a cenfiderable time before, (he could not do, 
when confronted with any of her tormentors, jdly, It is 
yet more obfervable, that in the fame morning before ever 
X>. M. came to vifit the damfel, it was told by the dam* 
fel to feveral pcrfoiw in the family, that L. bl. had taken 
off that pharra of her being feized with fits, when look- 
ing any of her tormentors in the face ; but withal, that 
(he had laid on another is its room, viz. that as foon as 
tjie damfel fhould by words confer with any of her tor* 
mentors; fo foon fhould (he be feized with a fit, which 
accordingly was verified when (he fpoke to L. M. or J. G. 

Tuefday, being March 23d, the damferbeing afieep 
ip the bed with her mother, about three o’clock in the 
morning, was on a fudden awakened (having for fome- 
timc ftruggled in her deep) in great fear and conffernation, 
and being feized with her blind and deaf fits, took faff 
hold of her mother, declaring to her father and her, that 
the devil was ftanding near to the bed affaulting her, upon 
which (he cried fuddenly : * God Almighty keep me from 
thy meetings. I will die rather than go to them. I will 
never, through the grace of God, renounce my baptifm ; 
for I will certainly go to hell if I do it ; thou fays I will 
go to hell however, becaufe I am a great (inner $ but I 
believe what the word of God faith $ though I have many 
fins, yet the blood of Chriff cleanfeth from all fin ; and 
I will not add that great wickednefs to my other fins, 
which thou art tempting me to do. It is no wonder thou 
lie to me, feeing thou waff bold to lie in God's face. I 
know thou art a liar from the beginning ; and the red 
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coat thou promifes me, I know thou canft not perform rt* 
And although I fhould never recover, I am never refolved 
to renounce my baptifnru It is God that hath kept me 
all this time from being a witch, and I truft, he will yet 
by his grace keep me ; not becaufe of any thing in me, 
but of his own.mercy ; and that he who hath kept me 
hitherto from being devoured by thee, I. hope will yet 
keep me.’ This conference continued near the fpace of 
an hour, her father, mother, and others being ear wit- 
jtefTes to the fame. And after recovery the damfel 
declared that it was the devil, who (in the fhape of a 
naked man with a fhirt, having much hair upon his hands, 
and his face like fwine’s bridles) had appeared to her 
tempting her as aforefaid. 

Until Sabbath following fhe continued in the light fit, 
but withal every morning and evening was ftill feized 
with her fore fits, continuing dill to name M. M. (who 
was at this time fet at liberty); the foremen tioned L. M. 
E. T. an Highland wife, and others as being her tor- 
mentors. It is more than remarkable here, that M. M. 
being fet, at* liberty upon bail, the very day after (he went 
home, (he Appeared agaiivto^the damfel tormenting her 
in her fits, and continued fo to do fevtral days thereafter, 
particularly upon the Saturday, being March 27. after 
fhe was fet at liberty ; the which day, the damfel was 
heard name her in the fits, and fay to her, 4 wilt thou 
fay, God he'p me, poor mad or foolifh child, as thou faid 
the other day before the judges: art thou wifhing the 
devil to take me ; where is the habit thou was cloathed 
ia the other day ?’ 

On Sabbath morning, being March 28th, the damfel 
through God’s great mercy towards her, was perfe&ly 
recovered, both of all her fore and light fits ; becoming 
as well, fenlible, and compofed as ever. 

End of the Narrative of Chrijiten Shaw . 
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The Editors of the firfl: Edition of the Narrative, 
which was printed in 1698, have fubjoined the 
following information, &c. to the Narrative. 

If it (hall be queftioned, how the truth of all thefe 
ftrange things is attefted l There is none of thofe parti- 
culars mentioned in the Narrative, but had in the firft 
draught, the witneffcs inferted at the eadof every particu- 
lar'paragraph, and attefted before the commifiionersjfor cn- 
quirey at Renfrew, by the fubfcriptions of the refpcftive 
witneffes. But feeing the placing of them fo now, would 
have occafioned the repetition of fcveral perfons names 
over and over again, and would have made this Narrative 
fwell too much in bulk ; therefore we judged it fitted' 
nbw to fet down the names altogether at the end of the 
Narrative ; and the rather, that feeing thefe things fell 
not out in a private comer ; but thoufands in this country- 
have been eye and ear vvitn ff s' thereof, to their admir- 
ation and railing of their fympathy, and been fully con- 
vinced beyond all debate of. a diabolical influence upon 
the affii&ion of the damfel : we fliall now make mention 
of a few, viz', befide the father, mother, grandmother,, 
and neareft relations of the damfel, and fervants^ of the 
family, who were always prefent with her in lier fits ; 
fuch of the commiflioners for enquiry and of judiciary as 
had occafion to be on the place of the events, particularly 
the Lord Blantyre, Mr. Francis Montgomery of GifFen, 
Sir John Maxwell of Poliak, Sir John Houfloun of that 
ilk, Alexander Porterfield of that ilk, the Laird of 
Blackball younger, the Laird of Glanderftone* the Laird 
of Craigens, Porterfield of Fulwood, John Alexander of 
Blackhoufe, Mr. Robert Semple, fheriff-depute of Ren- 
frew : and feveral other honourable perfons of good fenfe 
and prying wits ; fuch as the noble Earl of Mat fliall, the 
Laird of Orbiftone, the Laird of Kilmarnock, the Laird 
of Meldrum, the Laird of Bifhopton, elder and younger; 
Gavin Cochrane of Craigmure, William Dennifton of 
Colgrain, Dr. Matthew Brifbane, See. and many mini- 


Digitized by Google 



1x6 

fters, who kept days of humiliation and prayer weekly to 
the family, and fometimes in the parifh-church with the 
congregation, viz. Mr. James Hutchifon, miniftor of the 
Gofpel at Kilellan, Mr Patrick Simpfon at Renfrew, 
Mr. James Stirling at Kilbarchan, Mr. Thomas Black- 
well*, at Paiflcy, Mr. James Brifbane at Kilmacolm, Mr. 
Robert Taylor at Houftoun $ and of neighbouring pref- 
byteries, Mr. Neil Gillies, Mr. James Brown, Mr. John 
Gray, minifter of the Gofpel at Glafgow, while the dam- 
fel was there ; Mr. John Ritchie, miniderat Old Kilpat- 
rick, Mr. Alexander King, at Bonhill, Mr. Archibald 
Wallace, at Cardrofs, Mr. John Anderfon, at Drymmon, 
Mr. Andrew Turner, minifter of the place, who was fre- 
quently there : belides Mr. Menzies of Cammo, and Mr, 
Grant of Cullen, advocates, who were eye and ear wit- 
nefles to fcveral important pafiages of the damfel's 
afflidion, and the convincing evidences of its flowing 
from the operation of the devil, and his inllruments. 
The truth whereof is further adminiculat by the progrefs 
and ilTue of the trial, at which were prefent at feveral 
occafions, not only Sir John Shaw of Greenock, Com- 
miflar Smollet, at Bonhill, Mr. John Stewart, advocate', 
who were concerned in the commifiion, with thefc others 
before-mentioned * but alfo great confluence of feveral 
nobility and gentry out of the country, fuch as the Earl 
of Glcncairn, the Lord Kilmaurs, the Lord Semple, &c. 
And now we are fute, that after all the pregnant evi- 
dences of the truth of this relation, as to matter of fad, 
they mull be perfons very hard of belief that can allow 
themfelveg to deny credit thereunto ; and mu ft need 
conclude, that there is nothing credible in the world 
that ever hath been delivered to mankind or pofterity ; 
and that they refolve to believe nothing though never fo 
fully attefted which they do not fee with their own eyes, 
and perhaps, there are fome hardened in thdir prejudicate 
conceits that will not believe even thefe fe far as they 

• Author of the Schema Sacrum and Ratio Sacra, and afterwards 
Profcflbr of Divinity in the Univcrfity of Aberdeen. 
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may have influence to convince them ot their errors ; 
but wifdom is, and will be j unified of all her children. 
Among all ingenuous perfon3, we are hopeful this Nar- 
rative, (which plainly relates things as they fell out with- 
out any kind of difguife), will obtain fuch entertainment 
as it is truly defigned for, viz. That we be hereby more 
and more confirmed in the faith of the being of God and 
inviiible fpirits, and admire and adore the wonderful work® 
of God in the depths of his judgements, and that there 
is really a hellifh hierarchy and combination of infernal 
fpirits, enemies to God ; and working all the mifehief 
they can to men ; whereby alfo, there is an evident 
teftimony given to the truth of what is related in the 
Scriptures concerning the fame, and withal, to lament, 
that through the juft difpleafure of our holy and righteous 
God, thofc devils get leave to break forth with fo much 
rage and fury, and gets fo many among profeft chriftians 
Into a hellifh confeder: cy with themfelves, to be the 
inftrument8 of their malice, and the aCtors of fo many 
tragedies in the chriftian world ; to ftir us up alfo to blefs 
and magnify our God, that thofe devils and their inftru- 
xnents are chained and limited, that they cannot work all 
the evil they would, and as long as they will : and there- 
fore tojoin in thankfgiving to God for his deliverance to 
that afflicted family and damfel. Finally, as we are to 
fubmit to fuch afflictions as the Lord may think fit to 
meafure out unto us, by whatfoever inftruments, as in the 
cafe of Job ; fo we are called to watch and pray that we 
enter not into temptation, while we have fuch adverfaries 
going about ftill feeking to devour us, and to rejoice 
that we have a ftrong protestor, the bleffed Captain of 
our falyation, the Lord Jcfus Chriil, who hath obtained 
the viCfcory over all the devils in hell, and hath promifed 
all hit faints a fhare in his vi&ory, which they begin to 
have in time, i epiftle John, iv. 4. And he hath given us 
hope, even through grace of a fpeedy and certain accom- 
plifhmcnt thereof, Luke xxi. 22. Let us lift up 
heads ; besaufc Qur redemption draweth.nigh. 
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APPENDIX, No. A. 

The fubfcribed attcftations of Dr. Matthew Brisbane, 
Phyfician, and Mr. Henry M*rftiall, Apothecary in 
Glafgow, did influence the belief of an extraordinary 
caufe of thefe events 

The do&or, on the 51. December 1696, tells, that at 
firft fight, when he was brought to the girl (he appeared 
fo brifk in motion, fo florid in colour, fo chcarfol, and in 
a word every way healthful, that he could hardly be per- 
fuaded (he had need of a phyfician 5 but within ten mi- 
nutes he found himfelf obliged to alter bis thoughts, for 
(he rofe from her feat, and advertifed (he was inftantly 
to be feized with a fit, according whereunto he Obferved 
a confiderable diftention in her left hypochondre, which 
in a trace falling, {he was forthwith taken with horrid 
convulfive motions and heavy groans at firft ; which 
afterwards as foon as (he was able to frame words, turn- 
ed into expoftulatory mourning againft fome women ; 
particularly Campbell and Naefmith. . Yet he thought 
thefe fymptoms were reducible to the freaks of hypo- 
chondriac melancholy, and therefore put hef in fuch a 
courfe proper again ft that kind of malady. Upon which 
being freed, for fome time : he was alarmed that the 
child was returned to town worfe than ever for having 
his affiltance. He then was frequently with her, and 
obferved her narrowly, fo that he was confident (he had 
no yifible correfpondent to fubminifter hair, draw, coal 
. cinders, hay, and fuch like trafti unto her ; all which 
upon feveral occafions he faw her put out of her mouth 
without being wet; nay, rather as they had been klried 
with artifice, and a&ually hot above the natural warmth 
of the body ; fometimes after fevere fits, and other times 
without trouble when difeourfing with him. When (he 
had only light convulfive motions, but to a high degree, 
. fuch rigidity of the whole body, as we call rtr*w^ (he did 
iiiot fancy as at other times, (he faw thefe perfons already 
namejl about her 1 but the upcafting of the tra(h<*boTC- 
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mentioned, did no fooner ceafe, than In all her fits, when 
fhe was able to fpeak any, fre always cried out they 
were pricking or pinching her. He faw her alfo when 
free of fits fuddenly feized with dumbnefs, dec. And this 
he foiemniy declares himfelf to have feen and handled, 
and were It not for the hay, ftraw, dec. he fhould not 
defpair to reduce the other fymptoms to their proper 
dalles, in the catalogue of human difeafes. 

Mr. Marlhali the apothecary concurs with tbedo&or; 
and gives fome particular inftances of his own obferva- 
-tion ; and among the reft, that the girl having fallen 
headlong upon the ground, as (he had been thrown dortn 
with violence, fell a reafoning very diftinCtly thus ; 4 Katie 
what ails thee at me, I am lure 1 never did thee wrong ; 
comelet us gree, let there be no more difference betwixt 
us, let us (hake hands together (putting forth her hand 
laid, well, Katie, I cannot help it, ye will not gree with 
me And immediately (he cried, fell into a fwoon, and 
out of that into a lage, wherein (he continued without 
intermiffion for about half an hour ; and perfe6Uy re- 
covered. Then (he told him that (he faw Katie Camp- 
bell, Nancy Naefmith, dec. and many more ; Campbell 
was going to thruft a fword into her fide, which made 
her fo defirous to be agreed with her ; and when the 
girl told him this, (he inftantly fell into another fit St 
formerly, in which fhe continued another half hour, &c. 
dated ift Jaa. 1697. 

44 The lamentable cafe of the afHi&ed damfel and family, 
had been rep-efented to his Majefty’s moll honourable 
, } privy council and on the 19th of Jan. 1697, a war- 
•rant of Privy Council was iffued f, which fet forth, that 
there were pregnant grounds of fufpicion of Witchcraft 
in the (hire of Renfrew, efprcially from the afflifled and 
extraordinary condition of Chriltian Shaw, daughter of 
John Shaw of Bargarran. It therefore granted com- 
miffion to Alexander Lord Blantyre, Sir John Maxwell 

'+ Page pi# t Vide Records of Pnvy Council, 19th Jan. 1697* 
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of Pollok, Sir John Shaw of Greenock, William- Cera* 
nyngbam of Craigens, Alexander Porterfield of Duchall, 

■ ■■■ — Caldwall of Glanderftoun, Gavin Ccchra&e of 

Thoraly-muir, Alexander Porterfield of Fulwood, and 
Robert Semple, Sheriff- depute of Renfrew, or any five 
of them, to interrogate and imprifon perfon* fufpe&ed 
of Witchcraft, to examine witneffea, &c. but not upon 
oath, and to tranfmit their report before the ioth of 
March 1697. The ad of Privy Council is fubferibed 
thus, “ Polwarth, Cancellar , Argyle, Leven, Forfar, 
“ Raith, Belhftven, Ja. Stewart, J. Hope, W. Anftruther, 
“ J. Maxwell, Ro. Sinclair.” 

An Abbreviate of the Precognition and Report made 
by the Commiffioners appointed by his Majcfly'a Privy 
Council for enquiry : and the confeffions of Elizabeth 
Anderfoa, James and Thomas Lindfay, tranfmitted by 
thefe Commiffioners, and prefented to the Privy Council* 
on the 9th of March 1697. 

The Commiffioners for enquiry, having met at Bar- 
garran in February 1697, did choofe the Lord Blantyre* 
rrefes, and took the confeffion of Elizabeth Anderfon* 
aged about feventecn years, as follows, Declares, that 
about feven years ago, (he (laid with Jean Fulton her 
grandmother, and playing about the door (he faw a black 
grim man go in to her grandmother’s houfe : after which, 
her grandmother came to the door, called her in, and 
defired her to take the gentleman (as (he named him) by 
the hand, and Which (he did, but finding it very cold, 
became afraid ; and immediately he vanifhed. About a 
month thereafter, her grandmother and (he being in the 
houfe together, the faid gentleman ( whom (he then fuf- 
peded to be the devil), appeared to them, and fell a 
talking with her grandmother, by rounding in one an- 
other ears ; upon which the grandmother defired her to 
take him by the hand, being a friend of hers ; but Eliza- 
beth refuling, the grandmother threatened, .that (he 
would get ague of the cloathi promifed to her, udlcfr 
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fhe (hould obey : yet Elizabeth withflood, faying, « the 
Lord be between me and him/ Whereupon he went away 
in a flight ; but (he knew not how. Elifabeth was not 
troubled for a long time thereafter* till her father deflr* 
ing hefrto go with him a begging through the country ; 
and (he faying, that (he needed not to feek her meat, 
feeing (he might have work ; her father prefled her to go 
alongft, and took her to a moor in Kilmalcolm, where 
were gathered together, at that and other fubfequent 
meetings, Katherine Campbell, Margaret Fulton (her 
grandaunt), Margaret Laftg* John Reid, fmith, Margaret 
and Janet Rodgers, the three Lindfays, (befides the two 
confeffant ones) &c. and feyerals whom (he did not 
know, and the forcfaid gentleman with them He came 
to Elifabeth, biding her to renounce her baptifm, pro* 
railing that if (he would confent thereunto, (he (hould 
get better meat and cloaths, and not need to beg.^ But; 
(as (he declared) (he would not confent. Then he inquired 
what brought her hither, (he anfwered, that (he cam* 
with her father: whereupon the devil and her father 
went and talked together apart : but (he knew not where 
about. Declares, that in that meeting was concerted the 
tormenting of Mr. William Flceming, minifter at inner* 
kip, his child. Elifabeth confefies (he was at another 
meeting with that crew above the town of Kilpatrick, with 
the forefaid gentleman, whom they called their lord : and 
that (he went with her father to the ferry boat of Erflciae-; 
where the devil with the reft of the band overturned the 
boat, and drowned the Laird of Brighoufe, and the vfer- 
rier of Er(kine, with feveral fpecial circumftances there- 
anent ; particularly that fome of the crew would have 
faved the ferrier, but one of them, viz. his mother-in- 
law gainftood it, in regard he had expelled her out of his 
houfe a little while before the meeting. Acknowledges, 
(he was prefent with them at the deftroying of William 
Montgomerie** child, by ftrangling it with a fea napkin : 
where they having entered the houfe, lighted a candle, 
which was fomewhat blui(h, and Agnes Nacfnnth faying* 
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what if the people awake ? Margaret Fulton replied, ji 
need not fear : at alfo declares, that about five weenf 
before the date, her father brought her on foot to B#jB 
garran orchard, into which they entered by a flap W 
the dyke, and where were prefent the perfont before^ 
named, 8c c. and the devil, who told that nobody would 
fee them, at which they laughed. At this meeting, 
they, with their lord, contrived the dcftru&ion of Chrif- 
tian Shaw : fome being for ftabbing her with a: touck, 
others for hanging her with a cord, a third fort for 
cho&king her, and fome intended to have her out of the 
boufe to deflroy her : but fearing they might be taken 
before the next meeting to that cffe&, thenr lord (as they 
called him), gave them a piece of an unchriftened child's 
Itrejr to eat, (but the declarant' and the other two con^ 
fefiants flipped the eating of it), telling them, that 
though they were apprehended, they fhould never confefs* 
which would prevent an effe&ual difeovery : ' and further, 
fcverals of them being afraid that the declarant would 
confefs, and tell of them as fhe had done formerly on her 
grandmother, they threatened to tear her all in pieces if 
fhe did fo ; and particularly, Margaret Lang threatened 
her moft. After two hours or thereby, they difappeared 
in a flight, except the declarant, who went homedn her 
foot. Cotifeffes like wife, that one night her father 
raifed her out of her bed, and they having gone to the 
water fide, took her on his back, and carried her over 
the river in a flight ; from whenefe they went on foot to 
Dumbarton, and in Mr- John Hardy, minifter, his yard, 
the crew and their lord being met, they formed the pic- 
ture of Mr. Hardy, and dabbed it full of pins, and hav- 
ing put it amongft water and ale mixed, roafted it on 1 
fpit at a fire, &c. After which her father and hcrfclf 
returned in the fame manner as they went. Declares the 
particular perfons that were employed and mod induftrious 
in the feveral fa&s before-mentioned, See." 

James Lind fay, aged 14 years, declares, u That one 
day he met with the dcccaft Jean Fulton his grandmother. 
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nthefr o Vrtk houfe, where (he took from him a Tittle rotroS 
ehpe and a plack ; but being grieved, he required them 
front her again, and (he refuting, he called her an old 
witch and ran away, upon which (he followed him and 
cried that (he (hould meet him with an ill turn. About 
three days thereafter, he being a begging in the country, 
he met his grandmother with a black grim man, Itc*. 
whom (he defired him to take by the hand, which James 
did, but found it exceeding cold, and was ftraitly griped,' 
whereupon the faid gentleman (as (he termed him) alked 
the declarant if he would ferve him, and obey him, and 
he (hould hare a coat, hat, and feveral other things, to 
which James anfwered, “yes, I’ll do it. '' And after this 
the forefaid gentlemen (whom the declarant knew there- 
after to be the devil), and his grandmother went away, 
but knows not how. Acknowledges he was frequently 
thereafter at meetings with the devil and witches, particu- 
larly thefe mentioned in Elizabeth Anderfon's confeffion : 
that their lord came to James at the firft public meeting, 
took him by the hand, and forbade him to tell : that 
they contrived before-hand at the faid meeting, the 
drowning of Brighoufe, and concurs with Elizabeth 
Anderfon anent the detign of faring the ferrier, which 
his mother-in law did divert. He being interrogate, 
declared he did not .fee J. K. and J. W. at committing 
of the forefaid fad: (and indeed they were then in 
prifon) that they with a cord ftranglcd Matthew Park's 
child « and that the perfon who waited on the child, 
finding it ft iffled, cried out, Matthew! Matthew! the 
bairn is dead: Elifabeth Anderfon concurs in this par- 
ticular ; and tells, -that when they had done, they took 
the cord with them. Declares, that he was prefeut at 
ftrangling William Montgomerie's child witbafeanapkin, 
and heard Agnes Naefmith fay, ‘ draw the loup,' <&c. 
That about five weeks finec, he was carried.to them in 
Bargarran's orchard, and concurs with. Elizabeth Ander- 
fon in what was treated there, anent deftroying Chriftian 
Shaw, and the charm againft coqfeifing. Dike wife the 
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meeting in Dumbarton, anent Mr. Hardy, "i# acknow- 
ledged by him : and that he has feveral times, appeared 
to Chriftian Shaw both in Glafgow and Bargarran, with 
the others that did torment her, and put in her mouth, 
coal cinders, bones, hay, hair, (licks. See. intending 
thereby to choak her ; that he and they did oftentimes 
prick and ftab her in this manner, viz he had a needle, 
which H he put io his cloaths, her body would be prick- 
ed and dabbed in that place where he fixed the needle, 
and if he put in his hair, that part of her head would be 
tormented: that he faw her put out the pins they had 
put in, at which time he cried thefe words. Help J. D. 
who was alfo then prefent: that when the miniders began 
to pray in Bargarran’s houfe *Jt feveral occafions, the 
devil and they immediately went; away,” See . 

Thomas Lind fay being below pupllarity, declares, “the 
fame Jean Fulton his grandmother, awaked him one 
night out of his bed, and caufed him take a black grim 
gentleman (as (he called him) by the hand ; which he 
felt to be cold ; and who having enquired if Thomas 
would fervs him and be his man, and he would give 
a red coat, the declarant consented ; and the gentleman 
(whom t hc knew thereafter to be the devil) gave him a 
pip in the neck, which continued fore fpr ten days. 
Thereafter, one day after his grandmother’s deceafc, 
coming by her houfe, he thought (he appeared to him 
clapping his head, and defiring him to be a good femnt 
to the gentleman to whom (he had gifted him, and for* 
bidding him to reveal it. Declares, that one night lying 
in bed in the houfe of one Robert Shaw, he was awaken- 
ed out of his deep and carried in a (light to Matthew 
Park’s houfe, where were prefent the particular perfons 
named by him* and concurs to the manner of ftrangling 
of the child with James Lindfay his Brother : and that 
another night, being in the houfe of Walter Alexander, 
he was brought to the ftrangling of William Montgom- 
erie’s child, and agrees like wife in the manner of it with 
his brother, only he fays, the fca napkin with which 
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iHey committed' the, ft A, w a8 fp^ckled. He likewise 
concurs as- to the meeting in Bargarran’s orchard, about 
five weeks ago, and what was 1 a died therein ; as alfo anent 
Mr. Hardy ; with this addition, that himfclf turned the 
(pit whereon the pi&urc was roaftcd,” flee. 

It is to be noticed, that the three confefTants were fe- 
parately apprehended upon Several occafiont, fo they 
(after the obftinacy to difeover wag abated) did emit 
thefe confeflions in feveraS di Hindi places, without qom- 
munication with, or knowledge of another’s confeffion in 
manner mentioned in the preceding. Narrative. The com- 
miilioners did examine them upon other trying queftions 
that were new, thereby to make experiment pf their 
confonancy or difagreement : but (till found them ftrapgely 
to. accord. The fa&s did fall put in the manner declared 
by them, particularly the ftrangling. of the children* 
death of the mtnifter, drowning, of thofe in the boat, 
and torture of Bargarran’a daughter mentioned in the. 
confeflions before exprefied. Further* the commiflirfhcri 
did confront them both with Chriftian Shaw, the affixed 
girl, and the perfons declared, (whom tjhey caufed appre- 
hend) and both the girl and canfeffantaijdid.afctifc th$fe 
tp their faces, and bind them in circumffonc^s with great 
(teadinefs and congruity, though Separately brought in. 
The commiffioners did alfo try fome experiments anent 
thd girl, her falling in fits on approach of the accufed, ja 
is exprefled in the Narrative; and examined her, with 
thofe who ftaid commonly about, her upon the particu- 
lars of her Sufferings: they tried to caufe bqr write* 

J fince (he could not fa v out) the name of a perfon whom 
le firft called Margaret or pinched Maggie, and afferted 
to be one of her chief bourriers ; yet tipon writipg Mar-t 
garet, and the letter L of her flrname, the girl, was pre- 
sently taken with a fearful convulfion, the peifc being, 
(truck but of her hand, and herfelf falling as dead, with 
groans heavier and forer than ordinary : after fome re- 
covery, whereof Tome minifters pointed to her a paflage 
of the Bible, but upon effoying u caft her eyes on it, jpe 
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rfdll into vehement pangs, till one of the commifiioners 
d^fired the book might be clofed, and that being done* 
Ibc immediately came to herf^lf, &c. Laftly, the com* 
miffioners called before them thofe perfons who had figned 
the paffages of the feveral days in the written journal of \ 
the girl's fufferirigs: and having examined them thereupon* 
tranfmitted thefame with the declarations of the three 
confeffants, and feveral of the paffages that occurred in 
the preeognition, to his MajeftyYprivy council* by whom 
they were appointed for that effe&. 

/The co.mmiffioiiers reprefented that there were twenty*? 
four perfons male and female fufpefted and accufed of 
Witchcraft, ,and that further enquiry ought to be made 
into this crime r|v 

Agreeable to this report, a new warrant was iffued by 
.the Privy Council on the 5th April 1697 *, to moj of 
the commifliqners formerly named, with the addition of 
JLord Hallcraig, Mr. Francis Montgomery of Giffen, 
Sir ‘John Haufton of that ilk, Mr. John Kincaid of 
Co'rfbafket, .Advocate, nnd Mr. John Stewart younger 
of Blackball, Advocate, or any five of them to meet at 
Renfrew, Paifley, or Glafgow, to take trial of, judge* 
and dopufticc upon the forefaid perions.; and to fentence 
the guilty to be burned* or otherwift executed fo death, 
as the commifiioners fhould incline. It further ordained 
the commifiioners to'tranfmit to the, court of jufticiary a* 
authentic extradfc of their proceedings, to be entered upon 
its records ; and contained a recommendation to.the Lords 
pf the Treafury to defray the expenses of the trial. The 
A& of Privy Coiin cil is fuhfcribed thus, “ Polwarth, 
“ Cancellar, Douglas, Lautferdale, Annandale, Yeftcr, 
Kin tore, Carmichael, W. Anftruther, Arch. Mure/ 1 
Hugo Arnot Efq; Author of a Colle&ion of 
celebrated Criminal Trials in Scotland, from which I 
Jiave taken the copy of the warrants, dated 19th Jam 1697 

t Vide Records of Privy Copntil, 9th March 1697. 
f Vide Records of Pnyy Council, April T697. 
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aSfd 5 th April 1697 , Says, “ The commiffionerst tbdi' 
empowered, were not remifs'in afting under the authority' 
delegated to them. After twenty-hours were fpent ik 
the examination' of witnefTes, who gave teftimony that 
the raalefiecs libelled could Qot have proceeded front 
natural caufes, and that the prifoners were the authors of 
thtefe malefices — after five of the' unhappy prtfonere 
confeffed their own guilt, and criminated 1 their? alledged 
affociates-*- after counfel had been heard on both fide^ 
and the counfel for the prosecution* had declared that ‘ he % 
would not prefs the- jury with the ordinary feverity o € 
threatning an affizc of error but recommended to thena 
to proceed according to the evidence ; and loudly declared 
to them, that although they ought to be ware ofcoudema*- 
ing the innocent, yet if they fhpuld acquit the prifoners, 
in oppofition *0 legal evidence, 4 they would be accefibry 
to all the blafphemtes* apoftacies, murders, tortures, and 
feduftions, -whereof thefe e&emies of heaven and earth 1 
fhould hereafter be guilty.* After the jury had fpeot 
fix hours in deliberation, (even of thoSe mifcrable perfona ‘ 
were condemned to the flames.’* 

Mr. Arnot fays; “The ordeV of Privy Gotmcrl for 
recording the cpramiffioners proceedings in the books of 
Judiciary was not 'complied, wither l am therefore unable 
to %ive any further particulars of ’the cataftrophe.of thefe 
miferable perfons 1 , or of the* criminal abfurdity.of thofe 
.who committed them tPtbe flames.*'. . 

Mr. Arnot further fays, : Tbefe in fiances afford o' 

Sufficient Specimen of the mode of profecution againft the 
multitude of miserable perfonp who were Sacrificed atthe 
alter- of the fatal fillets, ^-Ignorance,- Superftitian, and 
Cruelty#- But it is impeffible to fprm.au eftimate of the 
ntotnber off the vi&ims.; For not onlyytbe Lords of judi- 
ciary# but bailies of regalities, fheriffc* of counties, and 
(fie endlefs tribe of commifiioncrs appointed. by the Privy* 

* Vide :he Advocite*# fj-ecrh to the inqueft. 
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Council, and fometimes by Parliament, officiated as. the 
; JPric( Is who dragged the vidims to the altar . n 

Mr. Arnot further fays, 4 * The laft perfon who was 
prqfecutcd before the Lords of Judiciary for Witchcraft, 
was Elfpetih Ride, who was tried at Dumfries, in 1709. 
The laft perfon who wa^brought to the (lake in Scotland 
for the crime of Witchcraft was condemned by Captain 
JDayid Rofs of Little Daan, Sheriff-depute of Sutherland* 
JL. D. 172 2.” 

Dodor firifbane being adduced upon oath in the tria^ 
ie adheres to his former fubferibed 1 atteftation, and iti 
refped of what is mentioned it that atteftation, and forne 
other fpecialities, the Db&of depones, that' in his opinion 
She’ things' mentioned in his atteftation, did not proceed 
from natural caufes spiting from the patient’s body. 

The film of the confeffions of Margaret and Janet Rod- 
ger, who confcficd duf ing the trial of the reft beyond 
ttxpe&ation. 

i Inuring the dependence of the trial, Janet and Mar- 
garet Rodgers confeflcd in this manner ; the commiffioners 
had adjourned for two feveral diets, and though they 
were to meet on the third, yet it was not expedted that 
they would proceed till providence might clear the prifon- 
ers guilt by further teftimonies of thofe who might come 
: to confefs. The yery morning of the third term, the 
Rodgers did confcfs, which was a furprize to every onfc 
that came up to attend the court, fiuee thefe, as they 
. were women, and were "not formerly noticed as othero 
were: fo they confeffcd' of free mot k>h, without aay 
perfon’s defiring * it of them at the time ; they bad not 
Juch means of inftru&ion as were adminiftered to others i 
ftnd the conjuncture of many circumftances were s/ltogether 
fingukr. Their confeffions did coincide as to the meet- 
ings and things adted therein, frith the three former con- 
feflants, and the other evidences of the vHible matters of 
fedti Only they were fo pointed as to condefcend upon 
fome of the pannels whom they did not fee at thefe ren- 
dezvouses 1 and great care was taken, to compare thehr 
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tfcfti monies which had been already difeovered, and 
cfcpifcate their certain knowledge, by new interrogators* 
when they were feperate from one another, &c. The. 
whole crifis had fuch an evidence, that now thecom- 
iniflioners* - with the general approbation of the ' mod in*’ 
telligent -of the country, who came in to, attend the Courts 
allowed the' going on of the procefc to debate ofthe.TC**. 
levancy, and putting feven of the bed known- criminals,, 
fpr whom an advocate appeared, to the -knowledge of at* 
iaqueft ; according whereunto there were fome days al- 
lowed for the pannels giving in thei? informations upon, 
the relevancy and at the term, there was a gr?at time, 
(pent in adducing the probation, an. account whereof i*> 
referred to Appendix- No, B. . 

AEPENMX No. B; 

An account of Two Letters, which were written aftejF* 
the perfons were condemned, and before they were, 
executed, nftiich contain a Summary of what ap- 
peared mod Material or Curious, in the Trial of the' 
Seven Witches, who were condemned to be burned 
on the Gallowgreen of Paifley, 

The truth of the ftrange things, mentioned in the 
preceding Narrative was at fird, carefully fearched into 
only by private perfons ; but at laft became fo notour, 
that, upon application founded on a journal of thefe extra- 
ordinary events, attefted by v many of the gentry in the. 
country, the council gave a commiffion for enquiring 
thereanent. 

The honourable perfons to whom this was recommended, 
did, with great impartiality and exa&nefs, make a report, 
which, in providence, proved a mean of moving the 
government to- notice the execution of judice pn fome of 
thefe witches, who other wife might have lurked without: 
being difeovered; 

For, hereupon, the council direfted a fecondcommiffioii# 
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for trial of tbofe who appeared to them to be mot loaded 
by the preliminary probation adduced on tile firft. Se- 
veral of thefe judges were not only perfons of honour, but 
tflfo of lingular knowledge and experience; conform 
whereunto they did proceed with fingular caution, and 
were fo far from precipitancy in the affair, that, after 
federal diets of court, they adjourned to a longer term, 
that, in the mean time, the prisoners might be provided 
ef advocate*. ' 

* Accordingly an advocate compeared for them, and ma- 
naged their defence with all the accuracy that could be 
efcpeded. There were about twenty hours employed a$ 
One diet, in examination, of witnefles ; and the inqueft 
being inclofed, did confume about fix hours in comparing 
the probation. Whereupon feven of the mod notorious 
criminals were convidcd and condemned. 

The crimes libelled and found proven againft them, 
were not more fpedral imaginations, but open and obvU 
otis fads, viz. The murder* of feme children and perfons 
of age ; and the torturing of feveral perfons, particularly, - 
Bargarran’s daughter ; and both thefe, not at a diflance, 
but cdntiguoufly by natural means of cords, pins, ahd the 
lfke ; befides the other ; ordinary works of Witchcraft* 
fnch as renouncing bapiifm, entering in contrad With, 
and adoring the devil under a corporeal fhape, &c whidh 
cbuld not but be fuftained relevant in Scotland, fince 
there is an exprefs ftatute, Pail. 9th Ad 73. Qucc» 
Mdry, appointing the pain of death to fuch. 

To make the probation tbe more convincing, it was 
adduced orderly in three periods. The firft confided oT' 
uhfufpeded witnefles, who proved fads. From whence’ 
it was neceffarily inferred that there was. Witchcraft in- 
the cafe* The fecond did include, alfo unexceptionable, 
witneffes, who deponed upon fads ; which made .it prob- 
able, if n&t neceffary, that the pannels were the Witches. 
The third' did comprehend fix pofitive teftimonies of' 
thefe who did fee and he^r thefe Witches committing 
the malefices libelled. 
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r The only valuable fubjeft of debate, was anent the 
import of thefe laft tellimonies ; fire whereof were by 
cqnfeflants, who had been at the meetings in which were 
committed the crimes libelled ; and the fixth of Bargsrr- 
ran’s daughter, who was one of the perfons maleficiat. 
The antecedent part of the probation was by witneflef 
beyond exception ; and the judges upon a long debate 
did fuftain four of thefe fix only cum nota , and two of 
them to be examined without oath, fo nice were they in 
favours ofthepannels lives, fince fome of thefe witnefTcs 
might have been admitted in fuch a crime without any 
'quality by the moll fcrupulous judicatory in Europe. 
But all things were carried on in this procedure with 
ttndernefs and moderation : for even the advocates, who 
were fent to profecute the indi-dlment by his majefly V 
council and advocate, did not a6t with the bias of parties: 
but on tbe contrary (hewed an equal concern to have the 
, pannels afToilized, if it could be found compatible with 
juftice. 

This is the reafon for which the publifher doubtsn ot, 
but thj two following Letters (the one whereof gives a. 
compend of the advocate’s fpeech to the jury, and the 
other of their anfwers to the objections againfl the con- 
feflant witnefles) will afford a fatisfying view of the 
chiefefl part of the trial ; fince the objections which were 
or might have been made, are therein dated and anfwered, 
or anticipate and prevented, and the intended brevity 
would not permit to pr^nt at this time the whole procefs, 
which being extent upon record, any who are curiouf 
may have eafy accefs thereunto. 

1 There is fcarcely need to take notice of a late fcurrilous 
pamphlet, that had been printed in England, and pretends 
t6 give an account of tbofe proceedings; for any who 
reads it may ealily find, that the author has been either 
fool, knave, or both, there being neither good language,, 
fenfe, nor truth, in the moft part of it. 

The above Preface to the Letters was printed in 1698. 
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LETTER I. 

SIR, ' ' 

You having told me, that the odd paflages whicG- 
occur in the weft, have put many of your neighbours and 
yourfelf, upon reading all the books you can get, treat-* 
ihg of Witchcraft ; and therefore defired me to tranfmit' 
to you my obfervations at the court* I (hall not pre*. 
occupy your opinion by giving them in my own form;. 
But herein. 1 fend to you the exadfeft duplicate of the 
advocate’s fpcech to the inqueft that I could obtain ; and 
by the next poft you (hall have fomethmg more curious, 
viz. A collection of their anfwers to the objections again ft 
the fixlaft witneffes* that were adduced for concluding, 
the proof: having th'efe, you will want little that could- 
be agreeable to Aich an accurate guft as yours is. - 

Ihe Advocate’s Speech to the inqueft was of this import 

Good Men of Inqueft, 

You having (itten above twenty hours in overhearing; 
the probation : and being inclofed, where, it is like,, 
you will takc no ffnall time to reconfider and compare it 
we (hall not detain you with fumming up the fame in par- 
ticular ; but (hall only fugged fome things, whereof it* 
is fit you take fpecial notice in your perufcl of it, viza- 
rd, The nature of your own power, and the management- 
thereof; adly, The objed of this power which lies be- 
fore you, wherein you arc to confider in the firft- place,, 
whether or not there has been Witchcraft in the malefices- 
libelled ? and in the next place, whether or not thefc 
pannels are the Witches ? 

As to your power, it is certain that you are both judge#* 
and* witneflfes, by the opinion of our lawyers and- 
cuftom ; therefore you are called out of the neighbour- 
hood, as prefumed beil to know the quality of the pan- 
nels, and the notoriety of their guilt or innocence. Your 
oath is, that you (hall all truth ted, and no truth conceal; 
which does plainly imply, that you arc to condemn Off 
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afloil, conform r to your proper convidUon. Such tr the 
excellent conftitution of juries in England ; and ought 
to hold more fpeqially in this circuraftantiate cafe, where 
there is fuch a chain of different kinds of probation con* 
curring again ft the fame pannels, as will appear b y the 
yeview thereof in its proper place. 

We are not to prcfs you with the ordinary feverity of 
threading an affize of error, in cafe you fhould abfolyc \ 
but wholly leave you to the condufi of God and your owa 
jbonfcience, and defire that you proceed with all the care 
of the pannels lives that is pofiible for you, as the honour- 
able judges have fet to you a dcfirable pattern, in theif 
great caution thereanent. 

As to the probation itfelf, you fee, that it is divided if 
three parts, viz. The extraordinarinefs of the maleficea; 
the probability of the concurring adminicles ; and the 
clearnefs of the pofitive probation. 

As to the fir II part, the malefices, or tor fora deli 9 h 
are proven by unexceptionable witnefles, to have fallen 
put in fuch an odd and extraordinary a manner, that i% 
points out fome other caufes than the ordinary courfe of 
nature, to have produced thefe effe&s. 

For clearing of this, particularly in relation to the tor- 
jnent8 of Bargarran’s daughter, you may confider not 
only the extraordinary things that could not proceed from 
a natural difeafe, which lie proven before yop ; but alfo 
feveral other matters of fa&, which is notour, have been 

( een by fome of yourfelvcs, and lie here in a journal of 
ler fufferings 5 every article whereof is ^ttefted by the 
fubforiptions of perfons of entire credit, before the hor 
nourable commifttoners appointed by his MejcftyY Privy 
Council, for making enquiry thereanent. 

This girl’s throwing out of hairs, pins, and coals of 
greater heat than that of her body or blood 5 as alfo fo 
dry that they appeared not to have jcqijne out of her 
ftomach ; nor had (he any ptefs of vomiting at the time ; 
that (he declared the fame to have been put in her mouth 
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by hfer tormentors ; Is deponed by Do&or Brifbane, iffei 
bfis opinion, not to proceed from a natural caufe. 

She was not tormented by any of the pannels after 
their imprifonment ; except two nights by Katherine 
Campbell; which being a furprizfc, it was thereafter diC 
covered, that thefe two mights the jailor's wife had < got. 
Out Katherine Campbell to fprn in her ftoufe* 

She having been fpeaking to one of her tormentors at 
prefent, (though* invifible to the bye-ftanders) and alkmg 
hoiv her tormentors bad got thefe coloured red fleeves \ 
the fuddenly gets up, takes hold of them, the company 
hears a fhried, and (he pulls away two pieces of red cloth'* 
which all the bye-ftanders beheld with amazement in her 
Hands ; nor was there any other piece of this kind of 
cloth to be found in the room at that eccafion. 

She told that her tormentors were* giving her a glafs 
of fack, an orange prill. See . (thereby enfnaring her to * 
accept bf a favour from them) and accordingly (he was * 
feen to move her lips, and to have an orange pill be- 
twixt her teeth ; though there was no vifihle hand that 
could have done it. 

She advertifed before.hand that one of h£r tormentors * 
was to be at the door at a particular hour : and that 
another of them was in the kitchen “before any did tell Kef 
thereof 5 which accordingly fell oUt: And thefe being 

brought to her prefence, became obnoxious to the ordin- 
ary means of difeovery % 

When herglove fell down' from her, at a time when 
(kveral perfons were about her; it Was lifted again by/ 
st hahd invifible to theftr. 

. She* was not only tranff>orted through the hall and' 
down flairs without perceiving her feet to touch the 
ground ; but alfo was hurried in a flight up flairs 2 and 
when a miniftef endeavoured* to retain her, he found * 
flenfible weight; bell des her own ftrength, drawing her 
from him. • 

When fhe complained, that her tormentors had bittear 
and Scratched her f the fteads of the nails and teeth were 
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(fte fl upon her ficin, with f hk>od and fpittle about tint t 
•wounds, which were above twenty-four •, while neither 
her own, or any pther teeth that were vifible, could 
have dope it. * 

She was mod vehemently diftorted upon attempting to 
tell or even write the names of her ’tormentors ; yet that 
ceafed as to any of them, how foon the perfon was delated; 
and particularly fhe had liberty, after many painful at* 
teinpts, to accufc Margaret Lang> bow.foou a charm of 
hair to redrain her, which Margaret had left behind 
the door, was found and burned ; the girl having told it 
to' have been tint, in. manner mentioned in the depoiition. 

'She did throw out no more hair after the finding the , 
ball of hair, of the fame colour and kind with th^t thrown 
out by the rirl, in Katherine Campbell’s pocket, yrith 
pins in it, and the burning of it- 

After Agnes Nacfmith had prayed for her* die drd 
appear to her, but not tormept her. 

She foretold, that her tormentors had. concerted to 
throw her in a fit, (whereof they did premonifh, pf 
defign to fright her to renounce her baptifm by the 
terror) at a certain hour, and had. left one pf their nupi- 
ber to execute it; according whercunta, there was a wo- f 
mao with a red coat feen u.nde|* a tree in the orchard* 
and the torment was brought on at the time appointed* 
When fhe told there was fomething tormenting her 
under the .claaths, the fpedlators faw the bed-cloath? 
move in an extraordinary manner, after the girl had been 
jiified out of them. 

When fhe complained fhe was Eeaten : the byt-ftandert 
beard the noife of the ftrokes. 

She cried out at a time, that her thigh was hurt ; and. 
•n£ of the company having fearched her pocket, found 
a knife ;* but unfolded : however, having folded up the 
fame, and put it in a fecond time, fhe series of new : 
and upon the fecond fearch, (it, though fecured by the 
.tprinjr) is found open, to the great wonder of. beholders; 
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fiSlce they did watch, that no vifible thing could have 
pdffibly opened it. 

She told of a charm under the bed s and accordingly 
it waa found in the ihape of axi egg, which melted away 
bding put in the fire ; fhe told alfo that her fitter, who 
was boarded abroad, had charm9 put above her in the 
houfe, and would not recover of the decaying ficknefs 
till (he was brought out of it.* According whereunto 
the child being brought home, (he ftraightway recovered. 

She told of their meeting in the yard of Bargarran, 
for confulting anent the deftroying of her ; and accord- 
ingly the conftffants have deponed, that they did meet 
mnd confult her ruin in that place. 

The flory anent her telling, that the commifiioners, 
though at three miles diftance, had granted a warrant to 
the fheriff, to apprehend one of h®r tormentors ; her 
tefling fo perfrdl an account of the fheriff and of Mr. 
Guthrie who was with him, while her eyes were tied and 
fatt ; her being in cxcefliv® torments, (as fhc foretold) 
till that perfon was apprehended, and immediately there- 
upon, though at many miles diftance, her telling that 
her tormentors were now taken, betwixt twelve and one 
o’clock in the morning, and the fheriff, when he returned, 
did declare the feizure to have been about that time ;• is 
fo notour;, and fo well attefted, that we need only to 
pul you in mind thereof. 

Her falling in fits upon the fight or touch of her tor- 
mentors, was no effe& of imagination ; for (he was fully 
hood-winked with a cloak, fo as fhe faw nobody .what- 
soever ; yet upon the approach of her tormentor, fhe 
immediately fell down as dead : whereas fhe remained 
no ways ftartled upon the touch of any other : which ex- 
periments were tried forafeertainingthismean ofdifcoveiy. 

Finally, fhe is naturally fagacious and obfervant, and 
difeovered her integrity in face of court 5 for when the 
prefident aiked, whether or not fhe knew one of the 
pannel’s name that was to be pricked ? fhe anfweted, 
that though fhc knew her well enough of berfclf $ yefr 
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one had .told her the name of this panne!, when flie was 
lent for to be confronted with her: fo far did this girl 
difeover her averflon from any thing 'that might feem in- 
tended* to aid unfairly the natural evidence of truth ; and 
her firmnefs to the outmoft againd temptations of become 
ing a witch ; particularly againd the lad aflault of Satan; 
wherein he perfuaded her at lead to go to their meet- 
ings, and (he ; anfwefed, that (he would not follow fuch 
a bafe t fallen creature ; and he rejoining, that (he would g<* 
to hell however for her other fins $ and die anfwering, 
that he was a liar from the beginning; and the blood 
of Jefus would cleanfc her from all iniquity : whereupon 
he difappeared, and (he perfectly recovered upon thq 
Sabbath thereafter ; was an happy end put to this 
fearful tragedy of witchcraft, and confirms, to convi&ion 
the reality of it, ,-•» 

As to the murdering of the children, and the minider 
libelled : you may obierve feveral extraordinary things 
appearing in them; particularly, the witnefles depone, 
the minider to have been in excefliye torments, and of 
an unufual colour, to have been of found judgment ; and 
yet he did tell of feveral women being about him, and 
that he heard the nqife pf the door opening, when 
none clfe did hear it. . The -children were well at night, 
and found dead in the morning, 'with a little blood on 
their *nofes, and blacs at the roots of their ears ; which, 
were obvious fymptoras of draqgiiggs: bfcfides that it it 
^edified, that the keeper of one. of them, ciied out, 
* Matthew 1 Matthew ! the child is dead,’ And the houfe 
of the other wax whitened within, with lifting of meal 
the night before. Both which particulars were told and 
difeovered by the confeflants, before the witnefles which 
now concur with, them in it, were examined. 

The fecond part of the probation confifls of feveral 
adminicles, proven by unfufpe&ed witnefles,. whiqh lead 
us to fufpeft thofe pannels to be Witches, as fo many 
lines drawn from a circumference to a center, and as an 
avenue to the pofitivc probation thereafter adduced ; and 
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tbrfe cither ftrijte at the wholp pannels la gfcheral,; or 
ipme of them In particular. In geqeVafl we heed not 
enumerate aH thefe adminicles, hut remit you to the 
probation, which is fo full thereanent ; only you will be 
pleafed to notice, that it is clearly proven, that aH the 
pannels have infenfible marks, and forpeT of them in an 
extraordinary manner ; that mod of them have been long 
reputed Witches, and fome of them delate r dnn 16^7, by 
a confefling Witch, whofc 'fubfefibed confefl&dn has been 
produced, you fee that none of them doth fhed tears ; 
nor were they ever discovered to do it fince their imprifon- 
ment, notwittylanding of their frequent howlin'gs ; fo 
that it is not a fudden grief or furprife. And finally, 
that the girl fell into fits' of torment upon the pannels 
approaches to her, and that (he did name them all fre- 
quently, either out or in her fits. 

' In particular, you fee how Catherine Campbell was 
provoked bjthis girl's difeovering her theft 5 whereupon 
the has brought in the reft of her confederates to aft the 
following mUchiefs ; how thereupon Campbell did curfe 
and imprecate in a terrible manner ; how (he ftaid out of 
her bed at night, and was frequently droiify in the 
morning ; ho# (he was named by the girl, particularly 
the two nights that (he was out of prijon. The bill of 
hair was taken out of-her pocket and burned ; whereupon 
the gitTp throwing out of hair did ceafe ; (he could not 
exprefs one word, even when on her knees, cf prayer, 
for the girl’s recovery; and the infenfiblc maiks on her 
were remarkable* - 

Agnes Naefaaith did not torment the girl after (be had 
prayed for her; (he was reputed a Witch, and hath the 
pnarks. She catne ctfrly in the morning to Bargarran's 
riofe, when by her refilling to go in, it appeared (he had 
no bufinefs; yea, it is plain, that (he had a refentment, 
for her not getting a greater alms the laft time (he was 
there. I ke girl declared, ex incontinent i. that N^efmilh 
*(ked her health and agfe ; which in thefe circumftance's 
IfoM a fhrewd prefuhaption of h^r evil defign ; and (hfe 
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acknowledged herfelf to have done this, when ffic a Iced 
the age of another child ; wherein by providence ihe was- 
latefboled, fince that which ihe thought would have beca 
* an excpfo, tended to difeovcr her guih. .And laftly, after 
this appearance of Agnes Naefmith, the girl did take heJ7 
firft fit, and nominate hef among her £r ft. tormentors. 

Margaret Xang, that great impoftor, has been a great 
mafttr-piece of the devil ; ihe has confefled unnatural lu ft, 
which i* known to fome of your number ; ihe fat near 
{he door where the charm of hair was.found, which the- 
girl declared did keep up her tongue ; and upon burning 
thereof, it was loofed* The girl fell in fits upon her ap- 
proach ; ihe has notable marks ; particularly one,, whick 
the confeiTants . declared ihe lately received ; and by itr- 
fpedtion, it appears to be recent. When ihe came from 
her private cpiivcrfation (no doubt; with the devil) ihe 
raged as if ihe had been ps/Tcffed, and could not but de- 
clare, that (he e*pc£l;ed a violent death. She looked in 
the face ""of James Millar’s child, and afked her age, 
whereupon that child fickened the fame night, and named 
Margaret Lang On her deaith-bed*- It appears. the was* 
r^ady to fhow to Janet Laird a fight of her mother, who 
had beer, three years dead. And finally, flic has been 
taken in feveral lie 3 and grofs prevarications i particularly 
you may remember bow fix hours ago, when the witneiTes- 
were examined orv the ball of hair found with Katherine 

Campbell, a gentleman, (\Jr. Stewart of — ) heard 

her fay to Katherine in the ear, ‘ this is well wnird on 
you, becaufv you would not put it away when 1 defired 
you,’ &c. Which the faid Mr. Stewart did openly 
teilify in court upon oath ; notwitbftanding whereof, 
this impudent \yretch had the confidence to deny it, 
though Katherine Campbell alfo confeffed, that Ihe had 
pulled at her, and had fpoke fomewhat to her, to which 
foe did hot advert. This was no wonder^ the witnefFes 
‘deponing at the fame time being clofc again ft .Katherine* 
Margaret Fulton was reputed a Witch, has the mark 
of it, and acknowledged in prefence of her hufband, that 
N 3 
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ftiC made ufe of a charm, which appeared fuD of fmaH 
Hones and blood. That Ler hulband had brought hei* 
back from the fairies ; and her repute of being a Witch 
is of an old date, befides her being often named by the 
maleficiate girl. 

As to the Lindfays, they all have the mark, and were 
all of a long time reputed to be Witches. John Lindfay, 
in Barlock, was accidently discovered by the girl’s taking 
a fit upon his coming.to the houfe. John and James 
Lindfay were delated by a confefling Witch in anno 1687* 
which confefiion is publicly read before you, and thefe 
was money given to the Sheriff-depute for delaying of the 
purfuit. James Lindfay appeared to William Semple 
Suddenly, and flew about like a fowl, for an opportunity 
to ltVike him, in revenge of the quarrel mentioned in the 
depofition, and at laft prevailed to firike him dead over 
a dyke. And finally, which is a remarkable indication 
both to truth and providence, the very witneffes adduced 
in the exculpation, for the Lindfays, deponed fo clearly 
againft them, even beyond the purfuer’s witneffes, that 
their advocate was dunned thereat ; and thereupon defift- 
cd from craving any more witneffes to be examined on 
the exculpation. 

It is true, fome of thefe indications may be in one, 
and others of them in another, either from nature or ac- 
cident, and yet that perfon not be a Witcb « but it was 
never heard nor read, that all thefe indications, which 
are fo many difeoveriee by providence, of a crime that 
might otherwife remain in the dark, did ever concur in 
one and the fame individual perfon that was innocent : 

1 yea, on the contrary, they, by the wifdom and experience 
of all nations, do alfo convincingly difeover a Witch, as 
the fymptoms of a leprofy concerted by all phyficians, do 
unfold the perfon affe&ed with the fame to be leperous, 
but ejlo, they are not fufficient of themfelves, yet their 
tendency and meaning, being cleared and applied to their 
'proper caufe, by a liquid and pofitive probation, there 
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wsjits at more to determine you anent the pannel's guifc 
And therefore,. 

'Thirdly, As to the third part of the probation, we 
remit the pofitlve depofitions of the confeflants, and 
againft. whoai they do concur, wholly to your own perufal 
or examination ; Only you would be pleafed to notice, 
.ift, Something which do very much fuftain the credible 

* lity of their teAimonies, arifing from their examination in 
court. 2dly, We (hall explain to you the import of the, 
word Nota y which is added to the interlocutor of tho. 
judges admitting thefe la(t witnefles. 

Firft, Elizabeth Anderfon is of fufficient age, being 
feventeen ; but fo young and pointed, that her depofitiooi 
appears no efft6l of melancholy : fhe accufed her father 
to his face when he was a-dying in the prifon, as now 
there are two of her aunts in the pannel, which certainly 
itiuft proceed from the ftrength of truth, fidee even dive® 
retained a natural affeftion to his relations; fhe went on 
foot to the meetings with her father, except only that 
the devil tran (ported them over the water Clyde; 
which was eafy to the prince of the arr, who does far 
. greater things by his hurricanes, fhe tells that Mont- 
gomerie’s houfe was meally when his child was firangled : 
and declares, that fhe never renounced her baptifm, but 
was carried along by the concuflion of the parent: fo 
that nothing can be obje&ed again't her teftimony in any 
judgement, much lefs an excepted crime, 

James Liridfay, it i6 true* is of lefs import; yet by 
his weeping when he came in and was admonffhed of the 
greatnefs of his guilt, it appears that he. had a fenfe of 
it l i he hath a natural precipitancy in what he fpeaks, yet 
' tbit fs commonly the concomitant of ingenuity, as im- 

* porting his exprefiions sot to be forethought. He con- 
curs in mod things with the others, and yet he has de- 
clared, that he, faw not Margaret Fulton at Dumbarton, 
See. Which implies that h* doe’s not file the pannels all 
at rahdem, but tells what occured to his fenfes. Sec. 

Janet and Margaret Pledgers are inftances of a Angular 
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providence ; for they did confefs the fame morning that 
the court did laft fit, of their own proper motive, there 
being neither minifters nor judges befide them at the time. 
Agnes Naefmith is Janet’s relation, and fhe tells that 
fhe never faw Katherine Campbell, as Margaret declares, 
that fhe did not fee John Lindfay in Barloch ; which 
plainly demonftrates that they tell only the didates of 
their natural confcience, avifing from diferetion and 
knowledge of the true matters of fad : thev both pro- 
fefTed their repentance laft Sabbath ip the church ; and 
do perfift with great firmnefs, as you fee their deportment 
in deponing to the congruous, and exad. 

Thomas JL,imifay and Chriftian Shaw, .being under 
pupilarity, w did not prefs their being put to an oath ; 
yet you faw that they did declare in court againfl thofe 
pannels in fuch an harmony with the reft of the deponents, 
and gave fuch a caufe of their knowledge, that it is 
certain their own youngnefs in years, adds extremely to 
the credit of their teflimony : becaufe thereby it is in- 
credible, that they could have contrived or executed the 
ading of concert. 

As to the fccond, fince-thefe wltneffes are, admitted 
by the judges; it neceffarily implies, that they meant 
them to be probative; only they adjeded the words, 
cum nota ; that is you muft notice, or notandum ejl y that 
there muft fomething elfe concur to prove the guilt of 
the pannels, by and atour the depofnions of any two fuch 
witneffes : but fo it is that all the adminicles on which 
you have feen probation led, for more than fixteen hours 
of your time, are (lengthening evidences, of thofe wit- 
neffes credibility, and cannot but have been noticed by 
. you, a* illative of the fame things which they depone. 
Whereby the nota is fully taken off by the concurrence 
of four other pofitive teftimonics, agreeing with that of 
two of thefe witnefies : by the extraorcfinarinefs of the 
corpora delicti e by the probability pf the adminicles ; and 
finally by the whole chain of this affair, and the fparkles 
ofan infernal fire which in every placehath broken out 6f it. 
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ft is true,, there are fome few of the adminicles that 
are proven only by one witnefs, hut as to this you may 
corifider, lit, That a witnefs deponing de fatlo propr\o % 
is in law more credited than anv other (ingle witnefs. 
.And this is the prefent cafe as to fome of the adminicles. 
2dly, The antecedent concomitant and fubfequm£ cir- 
cumfta’nces of fa&, do fuflain the teftimony and make 
the feml plenary probation to become full. But 3 dly. 
The other adminicles undoubtedly proven by concurring 
witneiTefs, are per fe , fufficient ; and therefore you faw 
\is, at the de fire of the. judges, forbear to call the far 
greateft part of our witneffes ; bccaufc the time had al- 
ready run to fo great a length, and it was thought that 
there was already enough proven of prefumptions ; for it 
may alfo reafonably be imagined, that the moll regular 
and curious fcheme’had emerged from the fortuitous con- 
courfe of atoms, roving without rule, as that fo many 
indication (hould concenter againd each of thefe pannels, 
and yet they remain innoccat of witchcraft. 

Now upon the whole, you will take notice, that pre- 
fumptions being vehement, make a more certain proba- 
tion than witneffes ; becaufe prefumptions are natural 
emanations of the thing itfelf, which cannot be bribed 5 
whereas witneffes are obnoxious ; fo in our law there was 
one condemned for theft, another for falfhood, and a 
third for murdering of a child, merely upon prefumptions, 
as is related by MvKenzie in bis Criminal Treatife, much 
more may prefumptions abftrud the faith of, and take 
off the nota from pofitive witneffes : for it is a grofs mif- 
‘ take, that feveral proofs which have each of them fome 
import, jnay not be joined to make a full evidence, the 
fame way as two fmall candles in a dark room, will not 
fuffice, yet feveral others being added to them, will make 
a fufficient light, to difeover the murderer ; two bQys 
will be able to carry a weight which one of them would 
not be able to fuftain, as two units make a full number : 
one witnefs of whatfoever dignity proves nothing ; yet 
out of the mouth of two or three witneffes, every truth 
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fl^all be efUbhffiedt And Anally, though one cqSI mate 
not a fire that can do the work ; yet feveral coals added 
to it, increafc the flame, which ia hoped will be fufficient 
Tor the operation. 

We lhall therefore leave you with tfiis conclufion, that 
as you ought to beware of condemning the innocent, and 
ought to incline to the fafeft fide : fo if thefe pannels bo 
proven legally guilty ; then quad bygones, your ey© 
ought not to *fpare them, nor ought you to fuffer a 
Witch to live ; and as to the future, you in doing other- 
wife, would be acceflbry to all the blafphemies, apoftafics, 
rcmdeTS, torture, and fcduclions, &c. whereof thefe 
enemies of heav/n and earth fhall thereafter be guilty, 
when they have got out. So that the queflion feema 
limply to come to this, whether Upon your oath de jideli , 
you can fwear, that the pannels, notwithllanding of all 
that is proven againft them, are not guilty of witchcraft ; 
in the determination whereof, we pray God may dire& 
you to the right courfe. 

The inquefl being inclofcd near fix hours, brought ia 
their vtrdidl to court that they found the libel proveiw 

LETTER IL 

SIR, 

I have colleded, according to my promife, what 
appeared to me moll fpecious ia the reafonings, either in 
court or private con vei fat ion-, anent receiving of the con- 
fdlants as witneffes. You are not to imagine, that the 
pannels were coudemned ou the faith of thefe ; for 1 do 
believe the probation by unexceptionable witnefTes, led 
antecedent to this lafi, was fo pregnant that the pannels 
might have been condemned on it, though thefe lall bad 
not been adduced. 

I may have milled the energy of the argument fome- 
times, in a cafe which in itfelf is abfirufe t however, 
you have it in fuch a maimer as I was able to penetrate 
thereunto as follows. 
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Itt order to' the more fatUfa&ory anftfering of the 
Obje&ions made againfl thefe laft witneffes, we fhall firft, 
lay before you the (late of the cafe $ and then clear up 
tile determ (nation of it. • * 

As to the firft, the queftion is not, whether partner# 
fa the crime, or others mentioned in r . the obje&ions' can 
be a concluding proof of themfelves, though two of theni 
would concur as to the fame a& of- witchcraft ; but 
whether the corpora de!i 8 i appeariag already to imply 
witchcraft, and the eXtrinfic adminicles being fo preg- 
ltant, to infer that thefe pannels are the Witches ; their 
Concurring fuch chara&ers, as by obfervance of all nations 
and ages, are the fymptoms of a Witch 5 particularly the 
marks, fame, not fheding of tears, &c. which are dif« 
Coveries of providence of fuch a crime, that like avenues 
lead us to the fecret of it. And finally, when fix perfons 
of different ages and ftatioftS, five CQnfeffants and the girl, 
do, whert feparately examined, agrCe in their anfwers to 
every material queftion that is put to them, even though 
it be new ; fo that it could not be concerted : ive fay, 
whether or not in fuch a cafe, may witneffes be received 
to put the capeftone on the evidence by a pofitive proba* 
tion, of a matter of fadfc, which is the objeft of fenfe, 
though otherwife they be liable to exception, if fuch ex* 
traordinarinefs of the corpora delifli, clearnefs of the ad- 
minicles, and of the diagnoftics of Witches, did not 
precede them ad you have feen proven before you that 
they do. 

The cafes is not, whether thefe witneffes would be 
habile in an ordinary crime, which commonly falls to be 
expofed to other witneffes, than thefe concerned in it ; 
but whether they can be received in this extraordinary, 
occult and excepted crime of Witchcraft, wherein there 
are two fpecial cafes to be noticed, viz. fometimes the 
a6U thereof are open and admit the choice of witneffes; 
fuch as charms ufed in the day time, when the a&or is 
vifible. But that part of witchcraft, whereby Witches 
meet in the night time, adore their lord, contrive their 
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ffjilejSccs* and accordingly thereafter execute thertf when", 
other witneffes are afleep, or the witches themfelyes afe 
Covered from fight $ we fay, that, thi.oan be no other- 
wife proven than by thefe that are iifumate to it, joined 
to the pofitive proof and adminicles before mentioned. 

We do not aHedge, that perfons altogether deftitutd 
of knowledge and natural confidence,, are not to be ad- 
mitted in any cafe, fueh.as infants; furious, fatuqps, && 
Neither do we contend, that Thomas Lindfay and Chrif. 
thn Shaw, who are under pupilarijy, /houW be put to 
an oath; for they are only to be' examined feperaiely 
before the court, upon interrogators, by which it may 
appear, whether or not they coincede with the four other 
cpnfeffants, that are to depone before them.; and this is 
the pannels advantage in cafe of difagieement. But we 
infill, that any perfan above pupilarity, giving evidence* 
of confidcrable knowledge and natural confcience (which 
ia a fufficient fund for all the credit that we need in 
this cafe; that is already almoft fully proven) it is to bo 
received as a witnefs. ; • • • 

As to the fecond, we /halt make thf^aisjeleaF' as noon* 
lil. From reafon and the nature of the thing. 2dl>v 
Onr own ciidoms and decifions. And 3 dly, The ; Angu- 
larity of the circumfiantiate cafe. 

As to the firft, the going to and coming from meet- 
ings, efpecially on foot ; the .falling down and worlhiping 
the devil there, under a corporeal ihape (which he had 
when he tempted our Saviour to do it). The actual, 
murdering of children by a cord and napkin ; and the 
tormenting of others by pins, &c. are plain objects of 
ijenfe ; and therefore the fenfes are to be believed anent 
them. For as reafon hath things intelligible and faith 
things fupernatural : fo the fenfes have things corpo- 
ral for their objects, whereanent they are to be trolled, 
aye and while it be proven, that the appearance is jm- 
poflible, or that the witnefs of it, is an impoftor. -It is 
a part of the Witches purehafe from the devil, that they 
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Cannot lie fcen at forae occafions : fo that the ibomihatlcaft 
committed then would remain unpunifhed, if fuch wit- 
nefles were not admitted* It cannot be thought that 
Witches (who of ail criminals are the moft obftinate to; 
confefs) would venture the lofs of their own lives, by de- 
poning again ft others, againft whom they have no fpecial 
pique; yea, for whom they have particular affe&iqri* ’-agr 
feveral of the pannds are forac of the witaefles relations. 
Nor ha^ the devil any peculiar intereft to inftigate them 
thereunto 2 for feveral of the pinnels have confefTed other 
execrable crimes ; whereby it cannot be fuppofed,’ that 
Satan would be divided againft himfelf. God in his 
ordinary providence has taken fuch care of public judge- 
ments, that the enemy ofjuftice, his fpecial power x:eafes 
thereabout, as appears by the witches not fieing ?b!e 
either to do more harm, or efeape after God's nrinifte?* 
being to counteraft Salaries inftruments by’imprifonraert. 
And finally, the oddnefs of the malefices, the concurrence 
of the adminicles, and the exiftence of matters of fact 
wherein thefejeonfeflants (though not knowing the fame 
©therwife) do agree with other unexceptionable witneffe 
flee. do fufficiently abHruft* their credibility. For at 
falfhood being a crime, is never prefiimed ; fd a iperf n 
found true in maay things, is II ill prefumed to continue 
fuch till the contrary be evinced, 

' Aa t 6 the fccond, we have the teftimony of our fam* 
ous if. J* 6 th, Demon, lib. 2. C. ult. telling us, th. t 
k is our-iavv, that boys, girls, infamous perfons, &c* 
arc not to be rejected any more in witchcraft,' than in 
human lefe majefty, even though they affert others 10 
have been prefent at imaginary meetings: becaufe this 
fuppofes their having entered into a precontract j he fay© 
that - Satan’s mark and the want of tears, are pregna t 
aids to the difeo very He gms an inftance of a girl, 
whh having named witches in her fits, they were all con- 
demned upon other concurring adminicles. This not ^ 
•ommon aulh' r, but a man who -as curious, was exadtj 
*8 .ptqdeht <lid no; pubhih ltfiilf things without toe ap- 
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probation of the be ft divines and lawyers } as h'Fioc* 

U to be credited anent the law of hisoyrn country and 
a»a king has determined any dubiety that might hav? 
remained in this point, as far as the law of our govern- 
ment will permit. , . 

But further our judges and lawyers have followed his. 
mai«tfty : for in all the proceffes in the journals, fame and 
delation, and the mafk, are ftill fuft.ai»ed, as moll preg. 
nant preemptions ; whereupon, and a very fmall proba- 
tion befides, witches have been frequently condemned. 
So in the proceffes againft the bewitchers of Sir George 
Maxwell of Pollok, and Hamilton of Barnes, Anno 
1677, fociu* criminU , though under age, is fuftaintd tq 
be a wttnefs : and witneffes are adduced before the mqueft 
for proving, that the mark was found upon fome of the 
witches. Women and npinors have been received by. 
multitudes of decifions cited by M‘Kenxie, Tit. prob. 
by witneffes, and Tit. witchcraft. And he alfo cites 
decifion, where in parallel cafes, foeii eriminif, and others 
mhabile, were admitted ; particularly in treafon and in 
faHhood : and: all lawyers conclude, that witchcraft is as 
much an excepted crime as thefe- : ' 

A»<to the third, whatever usability thefe wuneffes 
might be under, it is fully made up, and they rendered 
Unexceptionably habile by the chain of this whole bufineW, 
It is true one man through the concuirence of corroGve 
humours, may have an infenfible mark ; another be en- 
vioufly defamed ; a third may, through fudden grief or 
melancholy, not he able to weep, &c 3 fourth maybe 
loaded with fufpicious circumftances, when extraordinary 
things' fall out in the country } a fifth imay be deponed 
againft by two falfe witneffes, though neither of thefe 
fcparately be truly witches But by the. known obferva, 
tion and experience of mankind, none except witches 
have had the unhappy medley and concoutfe of all wr 
moft of thefe indicia, and ordinarily, and for the greater 
part, witchts have them: fo that fmee the rules os 

judgement are eftabhlhed upon that qtwd plerum^uejif 
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wind does obtain till an exception be apparent in a (pew 
cial cafe, the conjun&ioa of thefe in one perfon does is 
plainly give his chara&er, as the mod Certain fympeomi* 
of the plained difeafe, being univcrfally concerted in aft' 
parts of the world, points out to u» that the? haver of 
them is a perfon truly affeded with that difeafe, whereof' 
he hath the concurrent diagnoftics. In a word, one or 
other of thefe may concjur in the innocent ; but no writ- 
ers do at ted, that all of them have concentred in anjr ‘ 
other perfon in the world but a Witch : and on the other 
hand* they taking place id Witches, through all parts iir 
the world, mud proceed from a common, and not from 
a: peculiar humour or caufe. 

The fpccific aptitude, of fomeof then iced of the Tndicia+> 
which appeared from the probation already led to difeover' 
a- Witch, do ferve to clear the ground of the worldV 
observation anent them. Particularly the devil as aping 
God, imprints a facrament of his covenant ; befides that, 
commonly this mark being given at the ffrff meeting, 
does by its intolerable pam force the Witch to a' Second' 
rendezvous for curing it, at which the poor wretch being 
under this furious neceffity, fixes the paCtion by renewing 
it with deliberation, having been diverted in the meats 
time from cpnfidering the horridnefs of the fird: engage 
ment by the pain. The inhabiiity to fhed tears may be 
chara&eridic of hardening, though not always in the cafe 
of Chridians ; yet in thofe who have ceafed to bt Such* 
lead the devil givihg them fuch words of feripture and 
prayer as many have, it fhould be impofiible to difeover 
tl^ir hypocrify ; and that is not Satan's own inteseft, 
fince by this difeovery, occafion is given to buffoon the 
profcifipn of holinefs. A report often arifes without 
ground, but a conftant repute that keeps footing, impiiei 
for the mod part a furer caufe, efpecially when it is of 
perfons below envy ; and by perfon* above calumny. 
The girl falling in fits St approach of the pannels, might 
proceed from antipathy, arifing from (he poifonons fteatn#' 
q£ the Wiub accuflwncd to produce (hat effeft tbiouglk* 
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At rvirtue affixed thereto b y the devil, by conjunction of 
natural caufes (the fame way at the invifibfe peftilencc 
docs operate) or his promife of calling the girl in fits at 
the Witch’s prefence, might have been general 5 whereby 
the Witch Was eventually befooled and drfcovered as it- 
often falls out : for Satan envies even their temporal feli- 
city, and fears, left by continuing here, they fhould be 
left out of his hands by converlidu, when they come to 
- perceive the delufion of his promifes to make them rich. See. 

* There was one thing further which was tried before 
your lordfhipt, viz. none of the pannels that were tried 
(though mod fagacious and knowing, and perfed in 
memory, fo that it could not proceed from ignorance or 
fprgetfulnefs) could make out the attempt of faying the 
[Lord’s Prayer ; which may cither be a fecret judgement 
, for renouncing their firfl Lord, after whom it is peculiarly 
denominate, or by reftraint of their new -lord, who may 
think that too fpecial an homage to his adverfary. But 
/ wc have hindered you too long with that which is not 
: nrcefiary : for this being incontrovertible law and cuftom, 
there needs no philofophy to fupport it ; fince legiflatora 
do reafon* but fubje&s imift obey : and both the fool and 
lacy (who have neither read nor thought enough to 
underftand this fubjeA) are to be left to their own chi- 
meras ; yet left they (hould infult, we (hall anfwer in their 
ftfttion, fuch of the obje&iona as the pannels advocate 
thought any wife worthy to be repeated in this place. 

1 Whereas it is objected, that Delrio, left. 5. § 4. fays, 
that focti arc not to be admitted witneffes aid condemn™- 
dtm, cfpeciaHy, confideridg that the probation ought tn 
be face meridiana clartor . ' 

It is anfwered; that the place itfelf confutes this infer- 
ence in the prefent cafe: for it lays ex h'u Join non ejl 
proetdendum ad condemnationem fcio contra* ium community 
teneri & in praxi tbtmere, £*fr. fo it is evident, ift. The 
common opinion and' cuttom is in the contrary, even 
where there is no other probation, but by the partners of 
•**•*•- Ye*, *dly # We arc not lo ftraitened, bijt ' 
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Ibbfitme in bisvery Words, e* httfoki, w t do’not'deftrt r 
the pan nel« fhould be condemned ; but your lordfhips fee 
thefe witnefles we are to adduce are not foli or alone g 
for the probation led thefe laft fix teen hours, are fo many 
concomitants and difeoveres of providence, which abftrud 
and make up. any defeft in their credit that can be de& 
derate, jdly. Hence the meaning of that maxim (which 
!• metaphorical, at appears by the words clarior luce 
meridian a , an equal clearnefs being fufficient) is fully 
snfwered, and takes place in the prefent' cafe ; for the 
extraordinarinefs of the corpora deUdi t pregnancy of the 
adminicles, and poiatedneft of the poiitive probation} 
being conjoined ; there it not a clearer proof upon record 
in any nation, than that to which it is hoped thefe will 4 
amount. > , • ■ / 

Whereas this allegance is enforced, by pretending it 
were of dangerous Confequence to allow fuch witnefles. to 
prove meeting; with the devil, fince Satan might have 
reprefented others by their falfc (hapes. • ■ 

It is anfwercd, ift, That we are not (tautened in this* 
becaufe there are many other articles proven, which could 
not have bcen falfified. Put if we give fome fcope to 
reafoning, even in this point, it is to b« conTidered, that 
the rules of judgement are eftabliftfed upon that which for 
ihq moll part does Hill obtain, and rules are to be follow- 
ed, till an exception be proven in a particular circumftan« 
tiate cafe. But fo it if, by the experience and obferv 
vation of the wifeft divines, lawyers, phdofophers, phy> 
ficians, ftatefmen, judges, and hi'ftorferis, at home and 
abroad (that are too wife to be impofed upon, and too 
ingenuous to deceive us, when they all concur in the fame 
matter of fa&) betide the teftimony of Witchef themfelves 
everywhere, makes the apparitions of Witches to be 
commonly and mo (Uy real ; and therefore the teftimony 
of the fenfet is always to be credited anent them, aye and 
while it be canvelled* For tingle or few inftances of 
falfe reprefentations to the fenfes efteeming them to be 
true, or a poffibility of appearances being falfc, .can . 
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momttc invalidate the •» ule cftablftbed upon experience, 
which is common, and for the moft part, whereby oe 
exception is to be prefumed till it be proven in a fpeciaf 
Calc ; fince -a wonder does not fubvrrt the proof drawn 
from the common couffe of nature : logic admits not to 
argue a particular^ or from poffibility to exiftance ; law 
puts the bnrden of proving bmnlation on the affirmer, 
and that which feldom occurs, is aot confidertd by the 
legiflator*. 

For illuftrating of which, it is farther to be confidered, 
that for the mod part and ordinarily, the Witches are 
personally cxiftent in the places where they appear, be 
aaufe it is more eafy for the prince of the air to tranfport 
them in his hurricanes which he can raife, ms is plain in 
the inftance of Job (who was put in his power, u e. his 
Mtarai power without delegation) forming a fence upon 
their face, whereby the violence of the air may be divert* 
ed from choaking them, then to form the carious mi- 
niature of fuch various tranfa&ions on their brain : the 
difficulty whereof is the greater, that all their fancies 
•re not difpofed at all times the fame way, and they 
have not the feeds of this work, unlcfs they had once 
. a&cd it in reality. It is both the greater crime and 
pleafure to a& in truth ; which therefore the devil and 
Witches do rather chufe (unlefa the place be far diilant, 
or the party indifpofed) and this de faSo h xttefted to 
be fo* by the Writers and Witches in all nations and 
•get, as faid is. 

adly, Notwithftanding *hat the rule miift hold, tiH aa 
exception of exculpation be evinced, quoad a particular 
perfon, by evidencing that the real appearance was ht 
that fpcciel cafe a true miftake ; yet this exception it 
fufficient for fafety of the mifreprefented ; fincc the fame 
providence which permitted the affii&ion, will order the 
eutgate and exculpation, either by the aerial bodies not 
, v biding the touch, or fame other diftinftion, as providence 
commonly allows the devil to perfonate only with a cloven 
foot $ or that the apparition was folly to one finglc wit- 
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tftfs,' who cannot fie a }) roof; or ffiat the innocent «ki 4 
“prove alibi ; or finally, the notour chara&er of a Samuel 
will purge and difpel the afperfions of Satan, contrived 
of purpofe to diferedit the evidence of fenfe, bywhiett 
alone his inftruments can be difcoVered. Efpecially this 
chara&er being joined to the other circum fiances of the 
providence ; fuch at, when good men are difguifedthey 
&re moftly paffive in the feene irnd dujwith thereof: 
Whereat Witches are perfonally a&ive in their common 
fife by fuch words and deeds as (in ‘rorijun&ron with 
thefe appearances ) ccfnfpire to mak^ us know and dift 
tinguifh them from the truly good ; frnce thefe Witches 
open profanity, naughtinefs, or unveiled hypberify, being 
cleared by fame, fealed by the mark, arid confirmed by 
the othe'r difeoveries of the adminicles that lie proven be* 
fbre you, do dill make a land mark betwiit the children 
bf darknefs and lighr. . So Delrio, lib. 5. fe&. 16 N y. 
tells of Athanafius and Sir. Germaitus, agarnft whom pro- 
bation was adduced for forcery, bnt providence did can- 
Vel it. It is a famous inftance of Sufanna, reprefented 
by the elders ; which though not in the cafe of fpe&re, 
yet rigrees in the rational The repreferitation by Pha* 
roah’s magicians had concomitants, by which they were 
dlfcovered and confounded. But daftly, fuppofe that God, 
!■ the depths of his wifdom (to convince the error of 
.nimibus felf-confidence) fliould permit all neccftary pro- 
bation to concur againft an innocent ; yet the judge, fol- 
lowing the faith of proofs eftabliftied by divine and human 
laws, is altogether innoxious : fince this cafe being very 
kare, the evil is left than the eftablifhing a principle, by 
Which moft of all thefe monfters could not be cut off 
Upon the whole, it is certain, that as though oft-times 
falfe witneffes fet on by the devil, have taken away a harm- 
lefs life, by accufi ig it of other crimes; yet the teftimony 
of witneffes muft ftill be credited till they be redargued » 
(° thefe appearances of Witches with the other fpecialities 
before exprefled, being proven, ought to be efteemed 
tCAlj till the fallacy be eftabliftied. Efjptcially feeing 
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there tee examples mi ancient and modern hiftory, of 
Satan’* representing the belt of men, as committing mur- 
der, buggery, lee. in effigy- So Delrio, lib. 5. fed. 
16. N. 5. relates, that St. Silvan us was represented by 
the devil, as committing a common capital crime ; and 
the like of a monk ; whereof there are Several modern 
parallel inftances ; yet this cannot enervate the rule and 
faith of public judicatures, founded on no more but upon 
the fight of the like appearances; and any argument 
fgainft the probation in witchcraft, will equally hold 
again ft the probation of any other crime whatfomever ; 
wherefore the rules of them both mull be common, as to 
believing the fenfes fortified ut fupra t till their error be 
individually difeovered. 

Finally, the certainty is noways dirainifiied by the ex» 
traordtaarinefs of the appearance to the fenfes ; for in law 
and nature reality, and not Simulation, is prefamed, till the 
contrary be made appear, that it k adually falfie. This 
is anfwcr enough to thofe who place a great part of their 
Small wit in nonfenfical arguing againft all divine author* 
ity : but writers further illuftrate that the extraordmari- 
nefs of a matter of fad, does not exclude its realities 
being the fubjed of the teftimony of witnefTes in our 
Saviour’s miracles, transfiguration, walking on the waters, 
handing in the midft of the difciples while the doors were 
ffiut, and arguing affurance by their fenfes, that a fpjj-it 
bad not fiefh and bones, though indeed ,the furer word of 
prophefy did put thefc beyond doubt. 

Nor could it be all edged. for the pannels (though they 
had the lalt word as perhaps they have not, in objediont 
againft witneffes, fince therein rei jivnt adores by attack* 
ing the witneffes prefumed hability ) that it is not con- 
ceiveable, how the girl or witneffes could fee what the 
bye-ftanders could not behold : befide the iropoifibility 
of the real bodies entering at clofe doors and windows, 
or not intercepting the fight of what is at its back. 

For this it would be anfwered, ift, Proven fads muft 
not be denied, though pbilofophcrs have not yet cev« 
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plainly reached the invifible manner of their exlftenoe*: fa 
in nature the loadftone draw? the iron, the compafs turn® 
always to the poles, &c. In Scripture the angels (and 
the devil was once fuch, retaining as yet his natural pow- 
ers) fmote the Sodomites, that they could not fee the 
door, though they faw the houfe. Balaam's afs perceived 
the angel that ftood undifeovered to himfelf ; and the ro<J 
thrown down by the magicians of Egypt, was no doubf 
fee n by themfelves, though invifible to the bye-ftanders, 
which holding of their eyes, interpreters explain to have 
been done by natural means ; and yet the manner thereof 
is certainty difficult. 

However it is alfo certain, that if a poffibTe way can 
be propofed, the reality of a proved fa 61 is not to be 
contradicted* and this can be done in the prefent cafe* 

For, 2dly, Satan's natural knowledge and acquired 
experience, makes him perfe6l in the optics and limning ; 
betides that, as a fpirit, he excels in ftrength and agility, 
whereby he may cafily bewitch the eyes of of others ; to 
whom he intends that his inllruments fliould not be feea 
in this manner as was formerly hinted, viz. he conftricl* 
the pores of the witches vehicle, which intercepts a part 
of the rays refle6ting from her body, he condenfes thp 
interjacent air with grofler meteors blown into it, or 
ptherwife docs violently agitate it, which drowns another 
part of the rays; and laftly, he obtiruds the optic nerve* 
with humours fttrred toward them ; all which joined to- 
gether, may eatily intercept the whole rays refk&iog 
from thefe bodies, fo as to make no impreffion upon the 
common fenfe 5 and yec at the fame time, by the refrac- 
tion of the rays gliding alongft the fitted tides of the 
volatile couch, wherein Satan tranfports them, and there- 
by meeting and coming to the eye, as if there were no- 
thing interjacent, the w?dl or chair behind the famf 
bodies may be feen ; as a piece of money lying out of 
fight in a cup becomes vifible, how foon the medium ia 
altered by pouring in fome water on it. Several of your 
number 4* fcnow, the £irl declared, t,hajt faw 
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ind heard the doors and windows ope* at the witchel 
entry, when, no doubt, the devil had precondenfcd * 
foft poftage on the eyes and ears of others, to whom that 
was unperceived. 

So Apolonius efcaped Domitian’s flight ; and Giges 
became invifible by his magical ring. John of Sanfberrie 
tells us of a Witch, that could make any thing not to be 
feen : and Mfejerus relates another that had the like 
power. Some Italian Witches of greater than ordinary 
wit, confeflcd to Grilapdus, the devil opening doors ana 
windows for them, though the more ignorant, by a 
facination, think themfelves a&ors of this. Whence it 
ought not to he doubted by any reafonable man, what io 
all times and places is fo inconteftible fa&. 

Finally, the pannels could not infift, that, thefe con- 
feflants are to depone only on their imagination, which 
can prove no more againft thcmfelycs or other! than 
dream. 

For ft ill it is t* be minded, that there are other proof* 
to which this is only necefiary as a confonant adminicle. 
But further, Arg. caufa . it is aftfwered, that the allegi- 
ance is a miftak^ ; feeing they are plain matters of fa A 
obvious not only to one, but feveral of their fenfes, viz, 
fome of them went the greateft part of the way to thefe 
meetings on foot ; they there faw and touched their 
Confederates; they heard their combinations to deftroy, 
and torture the infants, girl, and minifters: they returned 
on foot again, and even when they were carried fore 
or back, they knew on the next day that it was no dream, 
the fame way as all other mortals difeoter the difference. 
But moreover, this is adminiculate by fome real effe&s of 
a perfonal prefence, as you have feen in the probation: 
and yet it is further cleared by the journal of Bargarran'g 
daughter’s fufferings ; which was attefted before the 
former commifHoners, and is notoar in the country, par- 
ticularly, the glafs of fack and orange pill, the pieces 
of the clouted fleeves, the words expreffed by the keeper 
on the fudden murder of the child ; which are conftautly 
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told By fqmt of the confeffants % u al Car the houfe hemp 
fneally that night ; the girl, though hoodwinked, hot 
falling in fits at their approach, 8c c. and others which 
lhall be pointed at to the affize, conjoined together, cm! 
be aferibed to no other caufe than the real exigence' of 
ghe Witches perfons in the place ; nnlefs it be (aid, thafe 
Satan might poffibly have foifted and fuborned all thefe* 
and thence it be concluded, that the devil did a&ualfy fo, 
in which cafe the objedors are the perfons that botton* 
their opinion on imagination, without any polities* ground 
of the reality of what they fancy 5 yea, againfl pafitivd 
grounds of belief in the contrary, which arguing froha 
poffibility to cxiftance r is already fufficiendy exploded. - 

Whereas for fuftaining the obje&ion, it is likewife al- 
ledged, that the confeffants having been in the devil** 
fer vice, and renounced Chrift, they are not capable of 
the religion of an oath. 

ift f In the rules of charity, 8cc . the confeffants, 
though once Witches, yet now they, at leaft the majority* 
of them, have ceafed to be fuch, having had the: afe of 
means by the minifters and word, and actually declared 
their repentance, and the devil ceafing to molcft them % 
particularly Elisabeth Anderfon was only carried alongft 
violently by her father, and flood oat to the laik againft 
her renouncing of her baptifm, or consenting to thefc 
crimes which were contrived in their meetings. Janet 
and Margaret Rodgers do teftify a great vemorfc, and 
avowed the fame lait Sabbath, in the face of the oongrei 
gat ion. So thofe three are Sufficient, whatsoever it mi^bft 
be fa id Xgairitt the^ofher two, efpedally if We join the 
improbability either of hazarding their own lives, or tht 
devil’s fending them out againft the pannels, of their 
defraying their own relations, as was remarked before. "■ 

But, idly,' Whether they remain Witches or not, it 
is certain, by reafon and experience, that the devil’s pe- 
culiar influence ceafeth in and about judgement : by the 
Common courfe of providence ; and therefore the'OU&hors 
before cited admit Witch*# whether penitent or not. 
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jdly, AD the defcAs of their hability is fupplled, *nf 
the entirenefs thereof com pleated, by their teftimoof'ea 
being fo wonderful adminiculate ; particularly the coafe£» 
fantB are condaht from the firft difeovery ; uniform in fo 
various circum (lances, not only with themfelres, but with 
the girl : they declare nothing but what is probable, mod 
of the pannels bare been reputed Witches, all of 'theid 
hairing the mark ; and one or other of them, (to whom 
the affociatcs delighted in mifehief, never miffed to join)' 
haring had particular irritation to take rerenge by the 
torture and deaths libelled : befides the other adminicle* 
of guilt already proven before you. The confeffants were 
threatened to retra& by the pannels themfeWcs and their 
friends; befides the bad ufage from others in the country. 
They concur with the maleftcint’t teflimony, and amongftf 
themfclves, even when interrogate iingly ; and upon new 
things, as fercral of your number have tried the experi- 
ment : the reiteration of the a&s which they declare anent 
fome perfons whom they never favr except in thefe con* 
greffes ; yet whom they know riow dn the fird fight, is 
tonaecouatable if they were falfariea. Arid that they are 
not fuch, is further abftru&cd by fome of the pannela 
being delated by a confcfling Witch in anno 1687. And' 
you know that others delated by thefe confeffan^ were 
lately brought in guilty by the verdi& of a former inqueft* 
8cc. which are fo many joint proofs of thefe witneffe# in- 
tegrity, and makes a chain of evidence and moral demon* 
ffratioo, both? agai nil error in themfcives, and delation i«t 
relation ‘to others, 

: There were fome things objefted. out of the law of 
Scotland, of which I fhall give you fome touch. 

* Whereas it was alledged, that irretiti cr minibus capU 
t alii us, and fo under the purfuers power, cannot be ad- 
mitted to be witneffes ; conform to a ftatutc in Regiam 
Majeftatem. 

To this it was anfwered, that we need not fay, that 
thefe (Ututes have not the force of law, except in fo fan 
as they are received by cuftom, unlefs conform thereto. 
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A laik cannot witn^fs againft a clerk, or e centra, 

Nor need we make ufe of that which is obvious, viz. that 
thefe ftatutes are only common rule* in ordinary crime*, 
fuch as witchcraft, &c. Nam omnu regula fubverti pot eft p 
and particularly this rule is a&ually fo reftri&ed in the 
cafe of witchcraft, by the opinion of lawyers and cuftonqs 
before-mentipned, which are the beft interpreters of laws; 
for if this application fhould hold, foetus trtminus could 
never be admitted; but we ppfitively deny, that thofe 
confeffants are under our power or influence; feeing 
Elifabeth Anderfon is not guilty of witchcraft, for any 
thing that does appear; the Lindfays were never indidted 
for it ; and the diet was deferted againft the Rodgers; 
as the whole commiffion is to expire againft the firft of 
June, betwixt and which time, .they are to proceed no 
further than this particular trial. So that this objection 
van ifhes to fmoke. 

Whereas it is pretended, that the Rodgers cannot lc 
received, becaufe not given out in the lift of witneffes, 
conform to the regulation, whereby the pannel* might 
have proven their objections by thqir exculpation. 

It was anfwered; ill. This objeftion ought to be 
repelled, becaufe, befides that the adt fpeaks only of cri- 
minal libels, and not indi&ments, which with the lift of 
the witneffes may be given in far fhorter time than the 
additional lift has been given to the paunels, being prifon- 
era ; this ad is interpreted by the common cuftom of the 
juftice court ; of giving additional lifts after the firft, 
upon fhorter time than this has been given ; as is par-' 
ticularly srttefted by Janies .Gutherie, macer, who has 
given- them, and Who being a perfon in office* his tefti- 
snony is to be credited in what relates to his office ; fo 
that the old cuftom confirmed by a decifion, Auguft 3d 
1661, where Alexander Forrefter was cited apud afla 
againft a Witch, continues quoad this point, as is related 
by M‘Kenzie, page 529. But, 2dly, Any objection 
.that the pannels pretend againft thefe witneffes, i is' i* 
/*rt 9 or may inftautly appear, $dly f The cafe is alto* 
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gether extraordinary and circumftantia^e ; fqr the wi}* 
defies had not confeflcd ; and fo were not exiftenfc 
under that redublication when the principal lift was given, 
oiK ; whereby the a£t of parliament . can only be undtr- 
ftood of witnefies that were then exifteot. And finally, 
the panncls got a general warrant of exculpation for citing 
of any witnefies they pleafed, and they have had feveral 
days fince they got this additional lift, fo that they 
might have cited witnefles to prove their obje&ions, 
were it not, the truth is they have none betides thefe 
that are common, and before anfwered. 

Thus 1 have given you hints that your own reafan- 
Ing (which I know to be refined) may improve and 
apply, fo as to diflolve the quibbles which the petty win, 
who have not foul enough of themfcives to penetrate 
into the true light of what is recondite, may raife 
againft it ; it being their common talent cither to fkip 
over the furface of mines, or otherwife to tear afund$r 
fome appurtenances of a Ichcme, and then prefepely pro- 
nounce it mortally maimed. 

I muft confefs, that none could be more fceptical anent 
the truth of fuch odd things as 1 have heard ^ nor inqui- 
fltive for convafing the reality and explications of them; 
than I was before my attendances on Bargarraa’a houfe, 
and the feveral diets of court, and my converfation with 
fome of thofe concerned thereanent. But now, after 
^1! I have feen, reafoned, and heard, I do acknowledge 
xnyfelf entirely captivate by the dilates of natural under- 
{landing qnd common fenfe, into a found mind and pit* 
fuafion, that, as there is fuch a thing as witchcraft', fo it 
w as eminent in its forementioned' ; and the feven 
pannels were fome of the Witches. 

"1 have troubled you little with my proper observations ; 

‘ yet left you fhould think me either too lazy or peevifh, I 
(hall make one, and it is, that 1 do not think the greater 
part of the condemned prifoners will ever fully confefs; 
of which conjtAure 1 have two chief giounds, via. 
that they arc neither ignorant nor melancholic;} bu|. 
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mm tilt coltmy, feme of them would (ettrr to have Met* 
once enlightened before they fell away, fo that, if this be 
* fin unto death, there is no appearance that they will 
glorify God by acknowledgement. 

Several of them are of lingular knowledge, and acute* 
aefs beyond the common level of their ftation : particu- 
larly, Margaret Lang did make harangues in her own 
defence, which neither divine nor lawyer .could reafon- 
ably mend : yet I thought that when they fpokc in a 
matter of any concern, their eyes flood fquint and fixed* 
as if they had been turning their ears and' attentive to a-, 
di&ator. Their anfwers to the the trying interrogatories 
put to them, weie furprifingly fubtita and cautious * 
though indeed, by the induftry of fomy of the judges and 
lawyers, they were at oecafions involved in lies, prevari- 
cations, and contradi&ions ; which might have proceeded 
either from natural or preternatural caufes. Some of 
them were efteewwd in the country very fagacious and 
exadfc in their hufinefs ; Margaret Lang having been a 
midwife, and one ol the Lindiays having acquired a cou- 
fiderable fortune by his tillage and trade ; yet it was 
noticed, fomething odd either of iniquity or affcAation ; 
and Lindfay did finely get off from the fheriff when he 
was formerly accufed in 1687. 

Melancholiaos are lovers of folltude ; Witches of ft- 
cicty and feafls ; ,thofe are commonly pale and heavy ; 
many of thtfe corpulent and voluptuous. Witches are 
fcard to.Confefs .at knowing their guilt j melanchoiiana 
.delight to di {cover their horrid t ft damps, btcaufe they 
think them no crime; the one’s conftffions everywhere 
arc uniform ; the other’s phaptafm& are ^ various as tl»eir 
humoucs. Finally, Witches teach their trade; whereat 
congeits would die with them, and could be no more con- 
veyed than the humour which is the fpccific caufe thcicof. 
As thefc diftingiufhing rcharadtrf do hold in general ; fo 
it is already manifeft, that thy. real ifftAs in feveral paf- 
fages of Bargarran's daughter, Were not poflibly pro- 
ducible by any imagination or honour ; and it is fpccial 
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in 4 tris cafc, that neither the pannelt nor confeffants wem 
di (tempered by being kept from deep, tortured, or the 
Hke, which were too ufual in former timet; but all the 
xneafures were ftri&ly obferved, that are the requidtes of 
a truly impartial judgement. 

Indeed ndt to haVefent unto you the doubles of the 
depofitions themfelves ; becaufe it is not denied that the 
depofitions are fueh as they are reprefeoted in the plead* 
ings ; the chief queftion being anent the liability of the 
Jaft deponents. Neither was you to ex pelt the defender’s 
part of the debate, feparately by itfelf, in refpett that 
trhat was difperfed here and there for them, is faithfully 
repeated and implied in what you hare, as to thofc pointy 
Which I thought worthy the notice. 

Upon the whole, I do believe, that there is fcarccly * 
it more rare providence of this nature in any true hiftoryt 
a more exa& caution in any enquiry or trial of this kind ; 
a more clear probation, without confcifion of the panned 
themfelves*, or a more juft fenteoce, putting together al^ 
cu'cumftances upon record. 

APPENDIX No. C. 

* * ** '■ .1- i i s' . 

An account of the Confeflion and Death of John Reid, 
Smith iif Ihchinnan, who made a difeovery conform 
to the former witaeftei after the trial was oven 

Upon the -2 1 ft- of May ,1697, ‘ after the trial of the 
"feven Witches, therd is an alteration fubferibed by Mr. 

* Patrick'Simpfaa, rhinifter at Rehfrew, Walter Scott, bailie 
there, dec. of this import, John Reid, fra it h in Inchinnan, 

* prifoner, did in piefcnce of the faid perfbns and fome 

* others, declare, that about a year ago the devil (whom 
he knew to be fuch thereafter) appeared to him when ce 

r was travelling in the high t- time, but (poke none to hjm 
at the firft chCoun^er* j At thefeoond appearance he gave 
him a bite or nip* in his loin, which he found painful for 

* a fortnight That thethnd time be appeared to him.> 4 * 
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.W black min/ &<*• defired him to engage In his ferak* 
upon afiurance of getting gear and eomfort in the worm i 
fince he Ihouki net want any thing that he would afk in 
' the devil’s name : and then he , renounced hit baptifm, 

. putting the one hand to the crown of hit head, . and t}ie 
^'btherto the ible of hit foot, thereby giving himfelf up 
.• Satan’s fervice, after which the pain of the bite pr nip 
ceafed. He told that hitherto there were no othert pic- 
fent ; but thereafter he was at feveral meetings, partieju- 
lafly that in Bargarran's yard, about the time when there 
Wat a fail for Chriilian Shaw ; where the devil appeared 
; ill thefame kind 6f garb as he firft appeared to him, and they 
, confulted Chriftian’s death, either by worpying or drowpi- 
, tng her in the well ; and the devil faid, he (hould warrant 
'them, that they (hould neither be heard, feen, nor cqp- 
< fefs 5 to which end he gave every one of them a bit of 
flefh, that the declarant got, but let it fall and did not 
eat it. Thereafter in the prefence of thejaird of Jordan- 
Jiill, the minifter, Mr. Andrew Cochran, town-clerk, and 
bailie Paterfon, he owned his former confeffions : and 
being enquired of Joi Janhill how they were advertised of 
their meetings, he faid that’ ordinarily at their, meetings 
the time of the next was appointed ; but for particular f 
Warning there appealed a black dog with a chain about \ 
i his neck, who tinkling it, they were to follow, & cw 
And being enquired by the rpiniltcr, if he did now wholly 
• denounce the devil (for he had formerly told hpw Satan ' 
? had nbt p«yformed;his prom ife ) and give himfelf to Jefus 
Ghrift,' and defire to fipd m^r^y of God through him : 

. he affented thereunto. , 1 % is -to be ohferved that John 
■ Reid, after his confeflion, had called out of the prifqn 
r window, deiiring bailie Scott to keep that old body Angus 
Forrefter, whp had been his fellow prifoner, clofe and 
, iecure t whereupon the company aiked John, .when they 
. were leaving, him, Friday’s night the 21 fjk of Mj|y, 

’ whether he defired compapy, or would be afraid alone, he 
faid he had no fear of any thing. ^ So b^ing left till Satur- 
day’s forenoon, he was found in this pofture, vis. fitting 
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4 |pon a Aoo!, which was on the hearth of the chimney, 
with his feet on the floor and his body Rraight upward, 
his (boulders touching the lintel of the chimney, but hit 
neck tied with his own neckcloth ( whereof the knot was 
behind) to a fmall flick thruft into a clift above the lintel 
of the chimney ; upon which 1 the company, especially 
< John Campbell, a ftirgeon, who was called, though at 
firft in relpeCl of his being in an ordinary poflure of fit- 
ling, and the neckcloth not having' any run loup, but 
an ordinary knot, which was not very ftrait, and the flick 
not having the ftrength to bear the weight of bis body 
or the flruggle, that he had not been" quite dead; but 
finding it otherwife, and that he was in* fuel* a fituation, 
that he could not have been the a&or thereof himfclf, 
concluded that fome extraordinary cftufe had done it, 
cfpecially, confidering that the door of the rpom was 
fecured, and that there was a board fet over the window, 
which was not there the night before when they left him*. 

APPENDIX Nb. D. 

I am much obliged to John Stewart, near Neilfton, for 
favouring me with the curious old manufeript voluow, 
from which the following Sermon is extra&ed. I under- 
fland that this curious old manufeript volume came into 
Mr. Stewart’s poffeflion from his forefathers’. This book 
was originally the property of A. Mathie, who probably 
was a Student in the Univcrfity of Glafgow between the 
years 1707 and 1709, for thefe dates aic written on it. 

# In this Sermon, befides fueh ancient orthography, as, 
ant for an and one, do* for do, bee for has, hiejt for 
kighefti flee, ft great number of contractions alfo occur, an 
J. X for Jefus Cbri/f, qeb. and we. for which, qm. 
for whom, qn . for when, qo . for who, qr for where » 
not. for with, ye. for the , ym. for them, yn for them 
^ and than, yr. for their and there , ye, for tbie, yee+ foe. 
t befit and yt. for thai. 
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. A SERMOtt, 

* JPmcticd by Mr. David Brown*, at Paifley, on WeAef* 

. i day the 9th of June 1697 years, being the day 
before the execution of feveral perfons condemned 
for witchcraft. 

t. Timothy i. Chap. 16. r, Howbeit, for this oaufe 
f obtained mercy, that in me jirjt Jefus Chrift might Jkenu 
. forth all long /offering, for a pattern to them that Jbeuld 
hereafter believe in him to life everlafftng . * 

M AN by nature, fince the fall, is a guilty creature, and 
being guilty is ready to be jealous of God, as jf jril, hi* 

_ defigns were defigns of wrath againft him ; yea, oftentimes 
fo fufpicious is man of God, that he is jealous of the 
liardocfs of his dcfign in that which is one of the greateft 
inftances of his love in the world, and that is in fending, 
his Son Jefus Chrift into the world to fave Tinners. ' To 
obviate this, the Apoflle tells us, John iii. 17. God /ent 
not his Son to condemn the world, but that the world 
might be faved through him . Even Luther himfclf, as ia 
_ reported of him, was fo fufpicious of God this way, 
'miftaking that place of Scripture, Rom. 26. • 

Whom God hath Jet forth to be a propitiation , jytd through 
faith in his bfood to declare his right coufnefs, header flood 
it as if the words, to declare his righteoujnejs , had been 
that God Tent forth his Son to the world, to fct forth His 
Judgements upon the world. 1 fay, fometintea man comes 
fo great a length in this, that he thinks it tmpofftble God 
. can find in his heart to forgive, and therefore the Apoltle 
(hews, rn oppofition to this, that Chrift had put him in 
the miniftry, in the I2thverfe, and that notwithftandiqg 
of the bad life be had lived before his copve* (ion, in the 
13th verfe, and tlsat the grace of our Lord was exceed* 

• It is probable that this Minifter was the David Brown who was 
M.nifter of Neilfton between 1689 and 1693, and was after- 
wards tranflated to another Par.fh* and who was an cider brotlti^ 
Thomas Brown, Mr. Blackwell's colleague at Fai&j. . 
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Mr abundant , in the 14th verfe, which was tho matte* > 
m hit joy and rejoicing, 1 jth verfe. And here he gives 
account why God was pleafed to call and jtiftify him, and: 
that is, that he might fet him forth as an inftance of the 
glory of God, and he an encouragement to others, who 
were great fin ners, to believe in Chrift to life everlafting. 

In the words ye have two things considerable. (j.) 
The great mercy conferred upon this Apoflle Paul, in 
this expreffioa, Ho tub tit , / obtained mercy ; and no doubt 
he fpcaks here of pardoning mercy 5 for a&crcy fuppofet 
mifery on the finner's part, and free favour on God’s part,, 
ahd here it fuppofes fenfe of the one and the other too iw 
FanPs eafe. 

(2.) Ye have the reafbn of this difpenfation of mercy 
ift thefe words, that in me JirJl Jefus Chrift might Jhevs 
forth alt / ong-Juffering , for a pattern to them that Jhould 
hereafter believe on him to life everlafting \ in which yc 
have three things. Firft, the author of this pardoning . 
mercy, Jefus Chrift . Second, the end* for which he ob- 
tained mercy, and that is, that in me he might /hew forth 
nil long fujfering for a pattern . 't hird, the end for whom, 
and that is, for a pattern to them that Jhould hereof tir 
believe on him to life everlafting, 

1 return to the firfl of thefe. The author of this par- 
doning mercy Jefus Chrift. Ye know Jefus Chrift is not- 
only the meritorious caufe of pardoning mercy, but the 
author alfo of eternal falvation to as many as believe o n 
him. John xvii 2. that he Jhould give everl/Jling iife , 
by his death, 1 to as many as thou has given him : fo that 
hfc bath promifed everlafting life by his death. ; yet he 
hath alfo power to give everlafting life, and to forgive 
fin. # 

Again, fecondly, ye have the end for V'hich he ob-: 
’ tained mercy ; that in me Jirft he might (hew forth* all 
long -fufte ring for a pattern* where ye have three things.,, 
1. That he might fhew forth all long-fuffering. 2. That 
he might fhew it forth for a pattern. 3. That he might 
£hew it forth in me firft. Firft, That he pighi Ihew foi^ % 
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*l!tfoft£-fuffeKng; ye Have three thing* i. That he might 
(hew forth', that is, that he might make manifcft. There 
are fome fovereign dtps of his grace and mercy hid, and 
out of the common obfervation of men, and therefore he 
fays that he might fhew forth all long- fdffcring, a* That 
he might (hew forth long- fuffering, that is, that be might 
(hew forth patience to me that had finned fo long 3. 
'That he might fhew forth all long fuffering, that is, that 
hfe might #t:w forth patience to me, in a great and erm« 
nent degree ; a patieuce becoming, and like unto God f 

2. Yc have in this part of the verfe, 44 That he might 
(hew it forth for a pattern,” that is, for a copy, that 
others might take me for an example t>f God’s patience, 
that they might take me for a copy to encourage them 
that will believe on Chriil to life everlafting 
* Again, that in me fir ft, that is, in me the chief of 
finners, as in the 13th verfe, or me, that is among the 
firil rank of finners ; or, in me firft, that is, that having 
put me into the miniftry, he might make of me a fpecial 
inflance of grace, who was a grofs (inner ; therefore he-, 
piichcd on loch an one as me to fend among tfie Gentile* 
Who were grofs finders. 

Again, ye have the end for whom the Apoftle was 
made an inflance of grace, and that is, for them that 
Jbouid hereafter believe on Chrtjl to life ever/ajling ; where, 
ye have fomething implied, and fomething exprefled. ; 
That which is implied is -in thefe two things. 1. Thai, 
there arc fome who (hall believe, that do not yet believe: 
oh Chriil Jefus. 2. That everlafting life is attainable by f 
them that believe on him. That which is txprefiVd is, 
that the reafoii of making him an inftancc of grace, was • 
to be a pattern for the encouragement of great finners to 
believe oil Chriil Jefus to life everlafting. 

The obfervation I make on the verfe, That God is , 
pleafed to give fome rare inflances of his mercy, for the 
encouragement of the word of finners to believe on Chrift 
Jefus to obtain life everlafting. This ye fee exhairfls the . 
Wbitance of this verfe, that the Lord is pleafed to give 
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4 fbase . rare in fiances of his grace and fuferatundayi 

*, jtiercy for the encouragement of the worft of finners to 
believe in Jefu* to obtain life everlafting. In 

, t clearing of this doctrine, I would, t. Give you (ottie 
inftances of the great riches of his grace. %. What way 
. Vhefc inftapers of grace may have influence Upon the 
\ greeted of finners to believe on Jefus Chrift to life ever- 
« lading j I would fhew you why God is pleafed U 
•give,fuch inftances of grace for the encouragement of the 

{ prated of Tinners to believe on Jefus Chrift to life ever- 
ailing. 4. I would (hew you what it is to believe os 
Chrift Jefys, which thefe inftances of grace calls /toners' 
to do in o»der to obtain life everlafting. 5. What cver- 
* lading life is, which is the confequent of believing qs 
! Jefus Chrift, v 

Now, for the fi r ft of thefe, To ftiew you fome io> 
% fiances of the great riches of his grace, I (hall begin 
' with the fame Apoftle, and lead you to one place where 
he gives a full account of himfclf, Adis xxvi. 10, I(. 
in which ye have fever* or eight fad aggravations of hit 
own cafe. There he tells you, that he gave his voice 
againft them that were put to death ; that he compelled 
the faints to blafpheme ; that lie perfecuted them to 
‘ ftrange cities ; and that he had aotbortty from the high- 
pried againft them ; and that he perfecuted them in a 
coullant track, and yet he obtained mercy, becaufe he 
, did it ignorantly ; but all that this will fa 7, is, that 
‘ therefore his fin was pardonable, becaufe he had not fin- 
ned wilfully againft the knowledge of the truth ; but 
certainly this made him a great inftance of the grace 
of God, that yet hr obtained mercy. 

2 Another inftance you have in Afts xix. 1 8, fgb 
Ye fee there that many of them that believed came and 
confefled their deeds, and many of thefe were fuch at 
ufed curious arts, devijifh magical arts, and yet the grace 
of God brjike in upon them. There h> a great inftance of 
, the grace of Goa. 

' A 
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J. Another in fiance you have Luke vn. $7. wfie$l 
you fee a woman who was a finner comes to Chriit. No# 
a finner in the New Tellament fenfe is a grievous (inner* 
a vile (trumpet and whore, and yet Chriit himfelf tells us # 
her fins which are many are forgiven her . Becaufe (Hfe 
loved much, the Lord forgave her. 4. Ye have the 
infiance of ManafTch, which is very fuitable to the cafe 
of thefe 1 am now fpeaking to* 2. Chron. xxxiii. 2, 
Where ye find he did evil in the fight of the Lord, like 
the abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord cadi 
out before the children of Ifrael. Ye will find he built 
high places, made groves, and fet up altars in the houfe 
of the Lord, and caufcd bis children to p:tfs through the 
fire to Moloch, and ufc 4 inchantments, and confblted 
with them that had familiar fpirits, and yet behold aft 
inftance of the fovereigu grace of God, that he that 
made ifrael to (in above the abomination of the healheg, 
that he greatly humbled hienfelf, and the Lord pardoned 
him, and was intreated of him. Here is a great inftanee 
©f the grace of God, which is a great encouragement 
for all fuch Tinners to clofe with Chriit in order to life 
cvcrlatting. I might give you more inftances, as the 
infiance of the prodigal, and thefe, 1 Corinth, vi. 10. 
where the Apottle, fpeaking of thefe that (hall not inherit 
the kingdom of God, Idolaters, Fornicators, Adulterers, 
Drunkards, See. fays he, and fuch were foine of you, but 
ye are wafhed, but ye are fandtified, but ye are jufiified 
in the name of the Lord Jefus. One infiance more, Adt* 
it. 36, 37. the Apofile Peter fays, He whim ye crucified 
is both Lord and Chrjfi ; as if he had faid, ye are the 
folks that have crucified the Son of God, and yet there 
came 3 work of grace on their hearts, that made them cry 
out, Men and brethren , what fhall we do to be favedf 
If ever Chrifi would kave ftood upoa it and not forgiven, 

• It is evident from this, and other p’aces of this Se-mon, that the 
Seven perfoni condemned for witchcraft, were prefent daring 
'Jtfr. £.owa«s dhcoarft. 
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4t would hare been focb at were guilty offuch att atrocious 
.crime, and yet behold the riches of the grace of God, ij i 
^that they obtained mercy ; certainly this is a great infUnce 
now, I tell you, the Lord hath fet up fuch Inftances, for 
the encouragement of the woift of finncrs to believe on 
Chrift to life cverlafting. 

Jn the fecond place, 1 come to (hew you, what way 
thefe inftances of grace ought to have influence upon great 
fiuners to encourage them to believe on Chrift to life 
cverlafting. 

And, firft, from thefe inftances ye may draw this con- 
volution, that fure it is not from any inherent worth that 
• God pardons, which may have influence on you to believe. 
If it had been intrinfic worth, would he ever have for- 
given them that crucified him ? would he ever have for- 
given Paul or Manaffeh ? what excellency or worth w^s 
in them ? fhould we not therefore r'eafon thus with our- 
delves, “Thou that forgives^ becaufe t#iou will forgive* 
wilt thou not have pity upon ui P* * , 

, Second, ye may from thefe inftances draw this con-, 
clufion, that he hath no reafon out of himfelf to forgive, 
■jmd this is a great foundation to clofe with Chrift ; there 
if no worth in us, therefore all the goodnefs muft be in 
himfelf. He hath mercy, becaufe he will have mercy ; 
he fheweth compafiion, becaufe he will fhew companion, 
and if it had not been fomething in his own bofom, none 
bad ever obtained mercy. 

A -third conclufion is, that fure there is not ground, tp 
think, that God cannot find in his heart to forgive. 
For Chrift fays. Mat. xii. 31. All manner of Jin anfi 
.blafphtmy Jball be forgiven to you* No fin is unpat donablc 
except the fin againft the Holy Ghoft. 1 cannot deter- 
mine whether any of you be guilty of the fin againft the 
( Holy Ghoft, but except it be that, all manner of fin 
may be forgiven, and this may have iafluence on us 
to make us hafte into Jefus Chrift. , 

. A fourth conclufion is, that the Lord here a£fs 
God i he a€U like himfelf. When ye read fuch iniUnCA* 
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^ grace as 1 have been naming to yon, yob may tfitii* 
this conclufion, that he ads like himfelf, Ifaiah xliii. 244 
Thou haft bought me no fweet cane with money , neither * 
haft 'thou Jilted me with the fat of thy facrifices % but those, 
haft made me to ferve with thy Jins ; thou haft wearied 
me with thine iniquities . I am he that blotieth out thy 

tranfgrejftons for mine own fake, and will not remember 
thy Jin . I am, fays he, like myielf ; I am he, and as he 
fays elfewhere, befide me there is none. So much for 
the fecond thing. 

Jn the third place, I (hall (hew you why the Lord 
is pleafed to give fuch inftances of grace, for the 
encouragement of the greated of fmners to believe in 
Chrift to life everlading. And the fird reafon is, becaufe 
great finners have oftentimes a fecret defpair, and Satarf 
is ready to fugged that prayers, exhortations, and meant 
are needlefs, and that now their cafe is pad cure and 
Remedy, and this is ready to occafion either defperation 
or obduration, that they think Gpd cannot find in nit 
heart to forgive them. 

Second, becaufe though there be not a fecret defpair, 
yet at lead there is fome extraordinary jealoufy, and kind 
©f fufpicion, and likening God to themfelves, thinking 
they could never forgive others, if others had done to 
them, what they have done to God, and that therefore 
God will not forgive them. But lgt fuch confider, 

John vi. 37. He that cometh to me I will in nowife 
eajl out ; and this is veryTignificant with refpedt to the 
doubt of poor finners, and the doubt lies here, if I would 
come he would (hut the door upon me. No, fays he, him 
that cometh I will in no wife cad out ; that is, 1 will 
receive him, I will open the door and let him in and 
.make him welcome. 

Third, the Lord gives fuch indances of his grace 
for the encouragement of great finners to believe on Chrid 
to life everlading, becaufe that oftentimes when fenfe cf 
Bn, and fear of wrath lights upon the conference, and 
when there is a fight of the holinefs and judicc of God f 
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ire extraordinarily damped, and tjhis doth To /eft* 
Upon them that it renders them iacapabh for any dift-y, 
and therefore the Told has fet out inch in ftanrtrs of hit 
grace, and the Apofl.lt Paul fays exprtfsly, God hath fet 
me op as a pattern to thtm (hat (hould hereafter believe 
on Chrift to life cvertafting. God has fet me up as a 
aicttuiimi't c.f giace, that to whomfotver the found of 
this jgofpel comes, after me never one needs to difpatV, 
for God huh (hewed mercy to me, and has fet me up 
as a be; ion of mercy, that never one needs queftioa 
pod’s good will to pardon them'after myfelf. 

Jn the fourth place, I come to (hew you what .rhjs 
believing in Chrift is, which thefe inllances of grace do 
encourage great iinneis to, and there are four things in 
thrs belie vingl I. Knowledge. 2. Aflent to the truth 
of the go fp el. 3 Confcnt to take Chrift Jcfus. And, 
4 . Recumbency and 1 tiling upen him. 

I. 1 fay knowledge. And though knowledge be true, 
yet *it may be without faith, but there can be no {aijth 
without knowledge, and fometimes faith is exprt/Ted by 
knowledge. John xvii. 3 . It is life eternal to how 
ihety the only true God and Jefus Chrjjl tuhojn thou hoft 
ftnt. This believing fuppofes the knowledge of ji man’s 
fclf, the knowledge of his fm, the knowledge of Jcfus 
Chrifi in his naturts and offices. Take heed to this, for 
I tell you what it fuppefeth, that ye may not think it 
the eafieft thing in the world to believe, ,Forthe Apoftlc 
tells us that no lefs is requifite to it, tjhan the mighty 
power that raifed Chiifi from the dead. T he ftnner muft 
know the abominabltnefs of his owp heart, know his 

'• loft (late and condition, know how* matters (land be- 
twixt God and him, he mi.fi: know thefe peculiar evils 
to which he is fuhjc-d, he m uft know Chrift Jefus in hit 
• fulneib, ift his wiftingntfs *0 fave Tinners, he mult know 
him in what he hath done for (Tnners, he mull know 
Inm in his excellency, Jn his anfwerablenels to hint and 
all the warts he can he tiyiled with. 

II. Again; in this faith there is an aflent to the tru(h* 
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of the gofpcl, and neither It this faring: for there war 
b&an aflent where there is Dot gricb The devils, it it faia, * 
believe and tremble , and this it a great evidence of many 
folk** ftupidity then, that they have left faith than the 
devils themfelves have ; but there mull be an affent to the * 
truth* of the gofpel, becaufe of the authority of God in- 
terpofed. Thus a man mud believe the Bible and the 
records God hath given of hk Son, and that thefe things 
that he preffet are abfolutdy neceffary in point of obe- 
dience. 

111. Again, there is a confent, and this it the heart of 
this faith.' A man mud be content to take Jcfus Chrift, 
ICtiah aliv. 5 . Cne Jhall fay, J am the Lord's, and another 
Jhall fubferibe with his hand to the Lord , and furname him - 
f elf, by the name of IfraeL And in that confent, there 1*6 * 
this.vto take him for our portion, that we (hall not plaqe f 
oi*r happinefs iq the world, that Chrift (hall get our 
befcrts, that we (hall take hit law for our rule, and • 
copfent todthe (Lri&nefs of holinefs, and that he fhall rule 
our life and c«nnverfation. In a word, to take Chrift for 
all, and to take all Chrift, and to take him for ever ; and 
to make an evcrlafting covenant with him never to be for- 
gotten; this is, indeed, the nature of faith, and ye thiat 
have given your confent to be the devil’s, muff be no more 
hit, but confent to be ChriltU. 

/••IV. In this believing, there is alfo a recumbency and 
refting upon him : the man, when he hath declared his 
confent to take Chrift, when he hath confidered the offers 
of the gofpel, he it content with the whole device, and 
refts there, and. there he cafts all his burden ; now he an- 
swers all. hit challenges in Jefus Chrift, now he dies 
from his. own righteoufnefs, and re ft s in the righteoufnefs 
. of Chrift by faith, he rtnounceth his own righteoufnefs, 
and therefore the Pfalmift fays. Enter not into judgment 
with thy fervant, for in thy fight no fifb can be jujiified . 
Thus, 1 have told you what this believing takes in, the 
confequent of which it life everlaiting. 1 might confider 
itM oppofed to eternal death, and as it include* the high* ' 
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and the eternity of it. Everlafting life it • 
the wrath to come. Yc will never be able to 
dwell with everlafting fire and devouring burnings, and 
Teeing ye may have Chrift and his fiilnefs, will ye, to pleafe 
the devil, forego your inheritance. What will you be able 
to fay, when you are brought before the tribunal, ere the 
general judgment come, if you refufe to take Chrift for 
your pattern, and believe on him to life.everlafting. 

But I come to one ufe of this doctrine. If it be fo, that 
the Lord bath been pleafed to give fuch i'nftances of 
grace, for the encouragemqit of the woift of tinners to 
clofe with Chrift, in order to life everlafting, then you 
may fee that inftaqccs of grace are not .gi ven you to en- 
tourage you in fin, it is^ that it may be a pattern to them 
that believe. The reafop is npt, that ye fhotrid continue 
bard and fecurej and delay .your confefiion, but that yopi 
may believe; for 1 affure you, the riches of the grace of 
God has no tendency at all to make folk lecure, if you 
confider thefe three things : i. That it is the fwetteft 
cord in the world to draw folk from fin. Some have fuch 
undaunted fpirits, that nothing but the greateft revela- 
tion of wrath can have influence upon them ; but, if there ' 
be any true generofity in a foul, there is no greater en- 
couragement to clofe with Chrift than the riches of hit * 
grace and mercy. 2. If any thing be able to break a 
rocky heart, it is the riches of his grace, and when I - 
come to tell you before you go to eternity, of theriches of * 
bis grace, will ye remain fo hard that your hearts cannot be 
broken fo far as to come to Jefus.Chiift for life everlafting. 
~3. s if ye confider, that we offer Chrift and fajvation upon 
honourable terms. Chrift is as. a. noble prince, that fuch t 
as are content' to fubject themfelves to him, he is willing 1 ' 
to.fave them. The lion of the tribe of Judah is willing to 
make peace, but he will make peace upon honourable * 
tti^ms. You muft forfakc fin and batan, and have ro cor- 
respondence with them, and we cap efftr you Chrift up- 1 
•n,no other terms than thefe, that )<u lay down (be 
weapons of rebellion agaiufl Jefus Chrift indeed^ 
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A fecond ufe of this do&rine. . Is it fo indeed, tW 
the Lord! hath bdeh plea fed to gi ve’fach “hfftan 
* grace for encouragement of khe worft of firtners ’to bttietc 
on Chrift to life everlafting, then hovr fad 'mu ft their dale, 
be that cannot he brought /to Chrift, and l ath COnVe to 
.tell you this day, that the offerd of the grafee- o£ God -trill 
be frmongft the beavieft of their aggravation* at that dayv 
1 (hall firft let you fee* what great (inner* you are, that 
you may fee your need of dofing with Chrift (to obtain 
life everlafting. t. Let you fee your dangerous condi- 
, lion, if you believe “not on Chrift to life everlafting. 

And, firft, to let you fee fomething of the greatnefs of 
your fin. And now confider I am fpeaking to you that are 
under the fentence of death for the flu; of witchcraft, 
and not in fufpence, as if you were not guilty $ for fincc 
ye are found guilty by found evidence, we do nbt^ueltidn 
: it* to let you fee then the great evil of witchcraft, that 
: yc may fee the great need yc have to belief or feldfcwrfh 
Chrift to life everlafting. a. k is the higheft a& of Yfe- 
v beilion againft the Goa of heaven* and earth, you haie 
drawn up with God’s greateft enemy, who is the head Of 
the rebellion of the whole world, and therefore called re- 
bellion. Rebellion is as the fin of witchcraft . Betides, ft 
is a great apoftacy from God. Ye were given away toGctd 
jinbaptifm, and poffibly forae of you have given a Wy 
yottrfelves to him, and now you declare yduVue it* arid 
jdl the deed of gift in baptifm, you declare you : rue it; 
and betides, your tin hath in it an eminent trampling uft~ 
der-foot the blood of Chrift, and if be that firmed under 
Mofes 9 taw died without mercy , of how much forir puntfb- 
ment mufi he be worthy , that bath trampled under foot the 
blood of the covenant. You have tinned under the gofpfel 
• many a day, you have fit ten in the ho ufe of God and 
put on a maik of religion, and have been deep diffemblera 
with God and man And is not this an eminently griev- 
ous trampling under-foot the blood of the covenant. A- 
gain, in your fin, there is a renouncing of Chrift, heave*, 
and glory. And you have declared by your practice and 
Q % 
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ng ‘company with the deni, «nd befog his fcrvantt, 
that you care hot for Chrrit, heaven or glory. There ia 
your fin 1 and have ye not nerd to clofc with Chrift in or- 
der to 4ife 1 everla t fting J Again, yon 'have waged war 
againft Chrift, , againft the faints, and againft the world, 
and dated yourfelvcs enemies to Chrift, heaven, and the 
world; fox where you had accefs, you have wrought tnif« 
chief upbn children, minifters and others *, fo that ye 
nay be looked upon as enemies, to the whole creation, 
except the devil, with whom ye have aflbeiated yourfelvea, 
and now, by your obftinacy, you declare you are content 
to dwell with t^e devil, and with everlafting burnings; and 
finer yon, art In the devil’s fervice, what can ye expect but 
the devil’s reward, as long as your hearts # are hardened 
from God 1 # fear. ^ 

Second, 1 come to let you fee your danger. Will it not 
bt fad, that your heart ihould be hardened now, when ye 
are come to your extremity, and when it might be ex- 
pelled that mefiengers of grace ftiould be acceptable to 
you. We are come to you, when ye are within a few 
hours of eternity, to intreat you, before ye perifh for ever ? 
to embrace the offers of Chrift. For, firft, ye go aback 
from the remedy, if yc clofe not with Chrift. ; Again, you 
1 *y a . foundation for a great many challenges through 
eternity, if ye clofc bot with Chrift ; for though now 
confcieqcc be fecure, yet it will rife like a roaring lio< 
. at the. laft, and though minifters would weep over yon, 
as if w(s were fteking from you fomc great thing for 
. Our fe Ives, yet ye will ftand it out. YVhat will con- 
. fcienceday, when the devil will be at the gallows -j* foot, 
ready to hatle you down to hell ? and no footier in hell^ 
hut coitfdience will fay, when God fent his minifters to 
, you* ye, believed the devil, and would not yield to Jefus 
Chrift, tend what will ye fay to conference then ? when 
.ppnfcienoe will fay, Now this is your lodging for ^ever ; 
% |uw eternity h eternity ! what will yc do through eter- 




* Vide Narrative, Confeflionr See. 
f ThU&cws that the witciuf'ucic hi Unhanged, snd then burned* 
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•tty ? ye are laying a foundation of challenges through 
eternity. Another thing that makes your cafe danger* 
ous, ye declare you will not be in Chrid's reverence for 
mercy. I will tell how fo, if you will be in his reverence, 
why will ye not confefs your fin, and renounce the deed of 
gift to the devil ? ye declared your denial in the face of 
courts, and frequently fince ye have done. O how dread- 
ful will your condition be it you die in fuch a cafe ! 

I come to the third ufe of this do&rine. If it be fo 
that the Lord is pleafed to give fuch rare indances of liia 
grace ; then, the exhortation runs, that ye should come : 
this day and embrace Jefm Chriit. As long as ye are 
impenitent, I can but threaten heavy judgements to you* 
but if you will confefs and repent, and come untoChrift* 
I come to you with the btd news ever were heard. The 
Apoltle Paul, i Tim. i. 15, was much taken with thefe 
news, This is a faithful Ja\ing % and worthy of all accept ati on y 
fays he, that Jtfus Chrijl came to pave firmer s. This fliould 
be the bed ne^s to- you. The offer of Chrid is come to 
you this day before the execution. And I will tell you 
two or three things, to confirm you, that there is mercy 
for you if ye improve it aright. 

Firft, God hath proclaimed his name to be merciful 
and gracious, if you will come to Chrid, ye will find 
that he is merciful. Again, Chrid was called a friend of 
publicans and dimers, when he was in the world, becaufe 
he fhewed mercy to all, and never put away any that 
came to him, and though he be now in heaven, yet he 
retains his bowels of mercy dill Again, his name i,a 
Saviour , and he left his Father’s glory, and came to the 
world in the likentjs of linful flefh, to lave iiuucrs. ourc 
then, if he had done great things, he will not refufe any 
thing tothofe that come to him. Again, to let vou fee 
he is merciful, he commands his difciplcs to preach remif- 
ffon of fins in his name, beginning at Jerufalem. the very 
place wheie he was crucified ; and further, the la(t words 
he faid, are. He that believeth (hall be faved ; fo that yc 
Xee, there is mercy for you, if ye believe to life everlalting* 
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f^eafc tb ^wb things herb. i. Offer ybu foftA 
•hotivei to blbfeVith Chrift. 2. Give you fome direct 
Vons.* Atid, I. For the motives to clofe with Chrift, 

* There are two notions of faith fuitable to yodr cafe, thfc 
Yirtt' is a living to the city of refuge 5 and there are twts 
things tollable for you. r. You are guilty of bl^idd; yofc 
have murdered your own fouls and others, therefore rub 
to the city of refuge. 2 . ‘ Y ou have little time, j?oUr time 
is nigh a clofe, your glafs is nigh run, therefore make 
hafle unto Jefus Chrift, it is a pity you fhoutd put it off 
to the laft. If ye had confefled in time, ye might have 
'had the prayers of many of the godly. II. Another no- 
tion of faith fuitable to you, is Coming to the market of 
gra^e and buying. Ho ! every one that thirfietb , come ye «s 
the waters and buy. Now this is fuitable to you, for it is f&id 
buy Without money, bat ye have fpent your money for 
that which is not bread, I faith lv 2. Wherefore do ye Jpfdd 
money for that which is not bread , and your labour for thnt 
which fathfieth not . What fruit have ye now of thofe 

f things whereof ye may be afhamed. How aged are Tome 
of you, and now what comfort have ye in the meetings 
ye had with Satan, or in your correfpo'ndings and actings 

* with hiim When ye go to eternity, you will fay, alas* what 
Jatisfafticn have 1 now in Sfctan’s fervice ! Another pajt 
of this notion is coming, and that fuppofeth a term from 
which, and a term to which ye come 2 away then with fin 
and Satan* and come to Chrift, and remember him. 

* A fecond thing is, to (hew you the neceffity ye htfvC 
of doling with Chrift. It is moll neceffary lor you to efn* 
\rucd the Son of Cod; dr ft are undone. It Is moil 
heceffary for you, for ye will s never be able to end fere 
the wrath of God. Who can dwell with devouring Jiret 
© firs 1 can ye hold out againft the Almighty ? Are ye 
~ Tto fight it with the Lbrd? Can ' ye be able to 
(ter with the wrath of God, and enter into the lea 
iVCan ye endure the wrath -of God world with- 
vdf O ! therefore, come and clofe with Chri^ ,;Ob- 
" ^otidente of God that ha* br© vgbtf** 1 ya ui 
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JisoJadifcovery of your cafe, and in tdlfug yod ye afe fwtko 
fnare of the devil, and that hath' traded you with a d& 

. covery of the remedy, and now ye'are inexcufable, and )f 
ye periflt, yc perifh juftly. f come now to the direction?* 

, and* intreat you to look upon them aa the lait < direction! 
■yc will hayc in public in thu ^orld for any* thing w* 
know, / ‘ ’ ' > 

1 What would ye ,h*ve iia to (to l I fay that ye ou ght 
to confefa your fin, A£U x\i.' iff M^ny of tnem^that had 
ufed magical arts came and confeffed their deeds It it 
impoffible ye can give a convincing evidence of your re« 
pentance, if ye do not confefs. ' But fay ye, what .need 
*we confefs our deeds td men, ir we repent between God 
and us ? What needs ns trouble the wdrld with confeffionf 
we will but lofe our name, and put a (lain upon our pof- 
ferity and friends But 1 anfwer. When folk have ftum« 
bled the church of God they have confeffed their deeds ; 
even David himfelf confeffed his fins. Again, it is all 
the folly in the world not to confefs your deeds, becaufe 
they -will be brought out before angels and men : and e?e« 
in point of policy ye ought to confefs your deeds, fpr ye 
are captives in (lean’s fnare, and ye have loft ypur Wills, 
Yc (liquid eonfefs, thei efore, that God’s people mpy 
r pray for ybii If ye would be dut of the claws of the 
devil, it wiH take all the priyers you can get. * f 

. The fecond dire&ion is. to he deeply humbled for 
^ourfin. Yeremcmber what is faid of Manaffch, a Chron. 

* xxtni. Chap. Manaffch humbled himfelf greatly. And 
though yoiit heart were like to break, and your forrow 

r like to bring you to the grave, it were little wonder a 
. great fin muft have great humiliation ; and fure if ever 

* God grant you repentance unto life, and (hew you roexv 
cy, there muft be deep humiliation with you. 

The third direction ts, you muft have more that 

* ordinary prayer, ye muft have more frequent and fervent 
: pr*y«r, ye muft be more importunate with God, and if 
*ycaik, what (hoald we pray for ? 1 anfwer, a dtfeovery 

xvof the fiofutuefcof this fta of witchcraft. For if ye law it* 
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jk, $*wW bcio^IuMird tp you. ■> Pay., /or f>r*$9# 

“*cfs oj heart, aba that, thefe hard and rocky heart* oaT 
• yours may be made hearts of flefh. Pray for pardon of 
fin. . Bffjpd it tie man that hath Bit iniquities pardoned m 4 
lie Jim forgiven* Wo to yon ! if ye get not y.our fi* 
pardoned.,, Pray for a fight of | your loff eftatc, that 
may fee yourfelves under the lentence of the wrath of 
well, as under the J^utcpce of men* Pray for a 
Jpifcove^y. of fefus Chriii in his fulnefs, in his fuitablc* 
‘nefs to ypu, m his offices, a?d in hh glory \ that ye maf 
’think frame that ever you thought fo little of him. Pray 
khai ye may not go to the grave with a lie in your right 
hand., Be importunate then fine? tour work is fo grea& 
t lhe ^imefo fhort r and etpndy (b long ; be not afleep or 
'unconcerned^ for if ye would put off never fo confident* 
^y, ) ; oji,inlf have ihc colder of hell uprn you in that dajr 
when y e appear before ^he tribunal of Chrift^ I 

, The fourth diredion h: mis, renounce your deed of 
.gift to the deytl^ ^and if ye would fatisfy the pepple o£ 
~(Jod, prve, a declaration that you are gritted forgiving 
vourfelf to^fatan, and give away yoimelf to tbe Son of 
Uod from hfeadto foot.' l his.ig cycta i Jy moll fuitablc fojr 
J*'*- /" . \ • ’ » * . 

, But /ur^er, another direction is, that though ye dpr 
renounce your dqed 9/ gi t tq the devil, and give yourfe(f 
Xf Chriii, yet do not give yourfelf to him only in a formal 
manner, frying, l give my fir If to Jefus Chriii, but try the 
dancer it j qf yqut hearts in. it f and confider ye mult have' 
^igpaiipq, a^ Yoorielf /qc youf Jin as. longps ye live ; jr 
£pr, .. JJ, j M tfflpUani/ht^d&t advantage pfut : for not 
'qi^not ignorant ef .hif advices. There, will be fuch indig* 
Vation ip your hjolom, if. ye be fincw j re, that ye will be in 
danger Co tal^e amends of yourielvcs. Ye will wonder tha£* 
jfp are not fen t down to the p^t ere now. There will be* 

uncouth fight between hope aad fear in your bo ions*. . 

'• 0ne w*9rd, further, and that is, delay no longer. \[e hav*i 
iut it off before, and fince the fentenep^ye have be^a 
with, and nuw itcoojies within a day t of : jfcglg^ 
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*fe}»ping into etern^y, and we are come to you the d*f 
'fcetore ypur death, Intreating you to put it off no longer* 
0 be ferious! God hath exercifed a great deal of loftg* 
fufferiiig towards you, and ye hare hardened your hearts, 
’'and now we are -come to you in your adverlitv at Iatl, to 
fleffre you to take Jefus Chrift, and now we take God to 
record that we hftfe offered to you Jefus Chrift, and if yc 
will not take him, we are free of your blood, and Jefui 
Chrilt is free of your blood, and if ye (hould endure a 
thoufand hells, ye yourfclves are only to be blamed iff 
the flighting the great falvation* . 

" . Tbo End of tht Sermon* ? 


APPENDIX No. E. 

Some paflages which fell out before, and at, the execUttoi 
of the feven perfons, who were Condemned and burnct ■ 
for Witchcraft, on the Gallo wgreen of Paifley. 

Firft printed at Edinburgh, in the year 1698. 

There (hall be little added arterft what pa 4 at the exe« 
out ton of the feven witches, (on Thurfday the ioth of 
June 1697*,) becaufe there is hs fubferibed atteftati >4 
thereanent s and the deffgn of the publiffiers has been to 
advance* nothing but what Hands warranted by teftimoniet 
of known credit beyond contradi&ion. Yet this muchifc 
notour; that whea they were going to the flake, one of 
the Lindfays was overheard to fay to the other, * Now, 
brother, it is time that we conftfs, fince our keeping it 
Ojp will ferve us no purpofe/ or the like expreffiun ; td 
which the other apfwered, that they fhould never do that* 
8cc.c And Margaret Lang, before and about execution* 
let drop at minutes ot 5 the devil’s inadvertence. That 

• Vifc Semple* Hifory, of Renfrcwfkire, and lfr« 04Yi4 
drown’d Sermon, Appends No* 0* 
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wJieiKthc devil fir ft appeared, (he knew him nottpbyYudk 
'till afterwards ; that he gave her the infenfiblc rnarjfct 
found on her body : obe yielded to engage herfelf In Ufa 
iehrice by a covenant ; and befides public meetings, (he 
'had been above eighty times i r private conferences with 
liim. Being enquired by a n?ar relation pf her owp, 
'anent her being in BargarranY houfc, tormenting Chris- 
tian Shaw, (he anfwercd in thefe words, * The devil having 
; an abfolute power and dominion oyer me, carried my 
ihape whither he would t 9 and it is known how flic coq* 
ftffdd unnatural luft, and profound hypocrify, dtp though 
truly it did appear from her concurring mien and tircum- 
ftances, that thefe things fell from her at feafons, when 
natural ingenuity, and tne vigour of 'truth, got the dart 
of Satan’s manacles. So Agnes Naefmilh, dec. fre- 
quently told the minifter, that their heart and tongue . 
were bound up in fuel) a manner, that tjicy could not ex- 
prefs what they would; and fometiraes it appeared by 
ocular infpedioDjof their vifages, that convulfrve damgi 
jSid feize their heads upon getting out the initial wprds of 
any fuch attempt. t 

There are two remarkable inflances. in th_e qafe of 
Katharine Campbell, who was chief inftroment and author 
qf the gill's trpuble, v*z. an eminent minilter difeourfing 
^before famous* witnetfesto Katharine, and enquiring if 
pie did not diftin^ly .remember the godly counsels and 
gracious admonitions, which Chriftian Shaw, while in.* 
fit mentioned in the Narrative, pages 70, 71, 7a, gav$ 
per a certain time, and in (lancing fome particulars thereof, 
Her anfwtr was with heavy groans, Yes, I remember, 
tlut being urged wherefbte fhe would notconfefs the reft 
hp well as that pafiage ; and finding herfelf to be gravel* 
fed, (Jie began to retrad and teemed damped, not being 
able to extricate herielf, aofyyered before-mentioned. 
This occurred while fhe was in prifon, before the trial | 
ynd after it, (he, in pretence of ieyeral witneffes, did gef 
out thefe words. That the doom pronouuced on her wai 
|u&# and that (he. could not free herfelf of whitchcrafc^ 

\ • V ' / - -v 
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Bfct upon fuck attempt* (he (ell down dead, (Irangely dif. 
tended, and that fix or feven timet fuccefiivcly, with a;* 
Xuddennefs that was both furprifing and convincing to ; 
the Spectators : at which 1 occafion it was obferved, that 1 
immediately before her falling into thefe fits, and upon 
her effaying tp (peak, when there were charges laid home 1 
on her natural conference, her mouth feerned to contract ; } 
and (he uttered heavy moans ; whereupon did follow her ' 
cdnvulfions, but after riling out of them, (he turned to*' 
be obftinate and indexible : and whenever there was any J 
appearance of her being more pliant, the fbrefaid (its did 
overtake her. t 

“There is one thing further, which does abftrud' the ‘ 
credibility of what thefe confeffants averted, vix. That : 
there are fume others, both men and women in the coiin- - 
4ry, who have con felled and told the fame things before 
.fame of the bed gentry and others, who/e care could 
proceed no further for want of authority, which in due 
time will, ho doubt, not fuffer thefe witches to live* 1 
whom divine and human laws hav£ fo juflly ordained to ' 
.be cut off. Wherefore, till the event of a further dif- 
cdVery, there (Kail only be added fome pafftges which ; 
wkrc omitted in the Narrative, though they be attefled - 
by fome of the feme perfons .that were witnefles to . the ; 
other matters, mentioned therein^ ' 1 

‘ Particularly, the girl declares, that in one of her con«* 
flHSts with the devil, he told her how a certain mlnifter 1 
(for whom (he had a special refpe£t) did compile his fer* 1 
mo ns through the vfretk, what books he chiefly made ufe 1 
of, and feveral other matters anent his method of fludy ' 
in .his clofet, that no mortal could know by ordinary 
means: By which,, no doubt, Satan r did partly defign 
/though by a very falfe argument) to rarfe the elleem of 
books above fermdns colle&ed out of them ; concealing m 
the mean time, >„b°Vh the gift of improving helps, and the, 
bleffing p’omifed to the hearer of the word preached. 
When the lady Bargarran received the two pieces of red ' 
doth the girl kad torn from one of the witches fleeves, as 
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li above narrated ; (he locked up the fame and kept tht 
kef *. norwitlpftandrog of winch; caution,* fomt 4rj#pdjt3 
k^jriQg come tp viiit the girl, and bring defirwia to fee., 
ti\e foie (aid pieces of cloth, (hfbeing in one of her fits* 
layghed, ard tp^d* that, her mother needed not to feek for - 
thjem in the place where jhry were locked up ; the witches 
Lating taken th^maway, and (aid them in a corner of th$ • 
cellar; anp accordingly bemg fcarchcd for, they were , 
iopnd. in , the particular place condefcended cyr* 'I here . , 
Wp 8 another likepafiage, whichoccp r red to a friend, who 
came in with fiargarran for foliciting a commiffion from 
the council : for he having brought alongtt with him thofc 
pieces of cloth, and buttoned his pocket on themat night, f 
and put it in ft entity as he thought ; behold they are #* 
miffing in the morning •! but after fea ? ch, are found in a , 
good diftauce ficjn the pocket, though no.ne vifible had t 
been in the room. to open it ancj carry them off. Finally, 
tips giyl did in difeourfe, discover a grt at fagacjty, y.et k 
accompanied with extraordinary modtlly ; an^ among o- ; 
ther injlances, fhe jlid obferve thr doors and windows ) 
f> pen and (hut again, upon the witches entry thereat, 4 
Tl here was at no time fuch a number of them about her 
aq the room might not very well contain, with the vifiblc , 
perfonsihat wereprefent therein. ..bhe obfuved them to 
fhift their place with great agility, when any other camt . 
into it, or attacked upon her pointing to them And 
ffie often averred from the inftance of the fpirit that 4 pckc 
to her above her head, , told their names, and gave her 
ether means of difcovering jof them, &c. .That ^ata& 
does often contrive their ruin, by the mod undiecernable 
methods he can, hreaufe an open deed would icar others , 
to undu take with fo fjaitJhlefs a mafley, &c* . ; 

APPENDIX No. F. 

.Hugo Arnot Efq; Advocate, author ofa Colle&ion and 
Abridgement of Celebrated Criminal Trials in Scotland* 
from A.*D. i to 1784, calls the title of ttys trial ift 
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l 6 > 7 , Itnpoftor of Bargarratr*. As he ftkek thetp* 
pofitc fide of the fubje£t r I think k fair to give it a plaqc 
here. 

He fays, “An impoftor appeared, in the chara&er of a 
perion tormented by witches, Chriltian Shaw, daughter of 
John Shaw of Bargarran, a gentleman of fome note in the' 
county of Renfrew. She is faid to have been but elevei 
years of age : and although it is probable, that hyfterical 
affe&ions may in part have dccafiontd her rhapfodies to 
proceed from real lllufion, as well as accounted* for the 
contortions which agitated her body 5 yet (he feems to 
have difplayed an artifice above her years, an addrefs 
fuperior to her fituatidn, and to hare been aided by - 
accomplices, which dulnefs of apprehenfion, or violence ‘ 
or prejudice, forbade the bye-danders to difeover. 

“ This actrefs w»k abundantly pert and lively ; and hey 
challenging one ot the houfe-maids for drinking, perhaps 
for ft eating, a little milk, which drew on her an angiy 
retort, was the fimple prelude to a complicated and won. 
derful feenc of artifice, and delufion, of fanaticism and 
barbarity. 

•• In the month of Augufi: 1696+- within a few days 
after her quavi*el with the houfe-maid, the girl was 
ieized with hyfUrical convulfions, which in repeated fits 
difplayed that variety of fymptoma which cbara&erife 
this capricious difeafe. To thefe, other appearances 
were fpeedily added, which could only be attributed to 
fupernaturai influence, or to fraud and impofition. Sh 6 
put out of her modth quantities of egg fhclls, or orange* 

* I think it is proper to apprife the reader from what f urces 
Mr. Arnot got hss information concerning Chriftian Shaw. This 1 
am enabled to do very eafy, for M~. Arnot always gives his autho- 
rities in notes at the foot of the pa »e, and the authorities he quotes 
for the account ol this trial are “ True narrative rf the fufferings 
and relief of a young girl. Edinburgh, printed by J mes Watfon, 
l6y8, 4 and “ Records of privy Council, January 19th, Match 9;h # 
*ad Apid jth, 1697.“ 

t 6s . 
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ylll* feather* of wild, and bones of tame fowl, hair rffva- 
ji >ua colour* , hot roahcindets, ft raws crooked pin^Ac.^ 

4 * Having by thrfe fenfible objects impreffed the public 
vrl h the mott complete and fearful conviction of her be* 
in.{ grievoufly .vexed with a devil J (he found htrfelf 
capable to c unmand the implicit aflent of the fpeCtatota 
in matters that were repugnant-to the evidence of their 
own fenfes* For this pupofe, (he # f-ll upon the device 
oi Teeming to poflef* the faculties of feeing and hearing, 
in a manner opposite to that of the red of mankind She 
would addrefs fome inviiihle beings ai? if actually prefent 5 
at other times, in h~r converfations with thofe invifihle 
brings, (he. would rail at them (or telling her that per* ' 
f *ns adually prefent were in the room ; protefting that 
ft\c did not fee them, yet at the fame time, mmu'elv de. 
{cubing their dtefs For inftance, (he fpoke as follows 1 
to the chief of het alledged tormentors, Katharine Camp, 
bell, with .whom (he had the quarrel, and who, to ufe 
the language of thofe times, was not rifeernibly preiVnt : 

1 >1 hou fitted with a (tick in thy hand, to put into my 
mouth, but ihrough God’s ftrength, thou (halt not get 
leave. Thou art peimitted to torment me. hut I truft in 
Cpd thou ^ (halt never get mv life § . I ll let thee fee, 
Kattie, there is.no repentance in hell. O what ailed thre 
to^.be a witch I Thou fa-yeft iY is but thr e nights fince 
tbpu waft £ witch O, if thou wouldeft icperft, it mi.y 
be God mkht give th^e repentance, if thou Would ft • 
feek rt. and confcfs ; if thou would defu* me, 1 would 
do what 1 could ; for the devil is an ill matter to ferve 
Ac See || • After that, (he took up her Bible, read paf. 
{ages and expounded them ; and, upon one's offering t<* 
take it from her, (he{hriek-d horrbly, exclaiming, • She 
would keep her Bible in fpite of all the devils in hell* \* 

T hen (he foi ght, and k eked, and writhed herfelf, as if 
^ ru bS^ n S Wlt ^ invifible tormentor When tiy« 

f Pages 69 Ac. |Mf. TV. 42 . 

$ Pages jo and 71. | P i& c 80. • 75. 
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tferiff depute of t be county, accompanied by a macer p^ 
judiciary, carte to apprehend fome of the periods whom 
her diabolical malice had accufed, and wefe actually ill 
heC prefence; (he addfefled an imaginary and invrfible cor- 
lelpondent thu9* * Is the fheriff come? Is he near tne?* 
( Then dretching forth her hand, as if to giope, and the 
fheriff putting his hand into hers, (he proceeded) 4 I can- 
rot feel the fheriff. How can he he prefent here ? or 
how can I hare him by the hand, as thou fayed, feeing 
I feel it not l Thou fayed he has brown coloured clothes, 
and red plufh breeches with black dripes, flowered 
muflin cravat, and an embroidered (word belt. Thhu 
fayed there is an old gray haired man with him, having 
a ring upon his hand ; but l can neither fee nor feel any 
of them* What, are they come to apprehend the gentle- 
woman ? Is this their errand indeed *V 
€i Thefe reiterated and awful ex'rcifes of the dominion 
of Satan, (for fuch they were univetfaUy deemed*) ira- 
preffed all ranks with amazement ahd terror. The ^lergj 
. ns was their duty, were the fore mo ft to embrace; the caufe 
of a difciple that was engaged in-more than ipiritual war- 
fare with the grand enemy. Clergymen, by rotation, 
attended the a/fli&ed darafel, to ail ft the mini ft cr of the 
parifh* the family of Bargarran, and other pious ChriC- 
tians, in the expiatory offices of fading and prayer. A 
public fad waf ordained by authority of the prefbytery. 
Three popular clergymen fucccffivcly harangued the 
trembling audience ; and one of them chofe for his thame 
this awful text, 4 Wo to the inhabitantsof the earth and.of 
the fea,for the devil is come down unto ypu, haying great 
wrath, becaufe he knoweth that he hath but a fhorttime* 
And when the dragon faw that he was caft down unto 
the earth, he perfecuted the woman/ And the prayer* 
and exhortations of the church were fpeedily fccoudcd 
with the weight of the fccular ai m/* 

• Pate* 13? and X0&. 
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» . ' ’ ' 

Written by Dr. Walter Young, Miniftcr of Erflrine, TVT. 
A* t R* S. Edinburgh, in 1792, extracted from 
bis Statiltical Account of the Panfh of Erfkine 
41 One of the laft tiia'9 for Witchcraft, which happened 
In Scotland, had it* or gin in thisparifh in 1696-7 Thei 
perfon fugpofed to hare been bewitched, or tormented by 
the agency of evil fpiriti, or of thoie who were in com- 
pact with them, was Chriftian Shaw, daughter of John 
&haw of Bargarron, then about r* yeart of age. A 
Ihort account of this trial may be feen in Arnot’s Col* 
led ion of Criminal Trials *. 

4 ‘ Three men and four women were condemned to death, 
as guilty of the dime of witchcraft^ and were executed 
• at Paifley f. A particular accmint or journal of the ex« 
tiaordinary circunsftanccs of thi9 cafe was drawn up at the 
time when it happened : every paragraph of which is af* 
‘firm ed to have been Originally fubferibed by witnefles, 
*mmong whom we find the named of almoft all the noble- 
-men and gentleman, and many of the minifters of the 
neighbourhood. The narrative was afterwards printed J 
f without theft fubferipttons, along With a very pious and 
idCcently written preface, by the publifher. There were 
fubjoined to it the atteffotions Of a phyficiaa and furgeon, 
4he judicial confeffionS 6t fome 6f the perfons accuftd of 
.yritthcraft, and an abftra6t of the pleadings of the advo- 
tcates oa the part of the crown, and of their charge to 
-the jtiry. Thefe lafr* in : their re&fdnings upon the nature 
*!of the evidence, mid the credibility of the fa&s, and 
JjBtheA&fwti* to objedions, difeover much learning and 

* AH that Mr. Araot fay s about thU trial is primed in this volume. 

- f They were firft hanged for a fewunimites, and then cut ^ own 
put into a fire, prepared for then*, into which ^ barrei of tar 
"Was put in order to ceofume them more quickly. 

t In the year 1698, by James Watfon Edinburgh, aird entitled* 
M f>ne Nan .siyj of the fslferings and relief ef a ytsug girl/* &c 
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ability. A few copies of the original publication are Sill 
extant, and a new edition of it was, a few years ago, 
printed in Paifley * It may furnifh ample matter of 
{peculation to thofe whofe object it is to trace the pro- 
grefs and variation of manners and opinions among men. 
The fubfeqnent hiftory of this lady is, however, more in» ^ 
tcrefting to the political inquirer. 

44 Having acquired a remarkable dexterity in fpinaing 
fine yarn, (he* conceived the idea of manufacturing it into 
thread. Her firft attempts in this way were aecclfarily 
on a fmali feale. She executed almofl every part of the 
procefs with her own hands, and bleached her materials ‘ 
on a large (late placed in one of the windows of the houfes- 
She fucceedcd, however, fo well in tnefe eflays as to 
have fufficient encouragement to go on,* and to take the 
afliftance of her younger fifters and neighbours. The 
then Lady Blantyre carried a parcel of her thread to 
hath, and difpofed of it ad vantageoufly to fome m*nu« 
fac areri if lace, and this was, pr ibably, the firft thn&d' 
made m Scotland that had crolied the Tweed. : About 1 
this time, aperfon who wasconneClcd with the family, hap-' 
pening to be in- Holland, found means to learn 1 the feerets 
of the thread mu ufa&ure, which was then Carried on toC 
great extent in that country, p irticularly the art of forting 1 
and numbering the threads of different fizes, and pack* 
ing them up for fale, and the conft ruction and manage-* 
■nentof thetwiflingandtw ning machines I his knowledge 
he communicated ort his return, to his friends iri Bargarron, 
and by means of it, they were enabled to condutV tbeir 
ananuf l&ure with more regularity and to a greater extent. 
The young women in the neighbourhood were taught to 
fpin line yarn, twining mills were ert 6ted, comfponden* 
cic8 were ettablifhed, and a profitable bufmefs was carried 
on. Bargarron thread became extenfively known, and, 
being afeertained by a ftamp, bore a good price* ’ From 
the iafti uctions of the family of Bargarron, a few faaulaes 

i • By Alextr^cr W ir in J77 j, i 
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0 tHe ttci^boorhcod engage d in the Amt bnftne 6 r n4 

J}* Oonumwd in it for a number of years. It was not to be 
expected* however, that a manufacture Q f that kind could, 
be confined to fo fmaR a diftrid, or would be allowed tm 
remain in fo few hand* for a great length of time. The 
fccreta of the bufiaefs were gradually divulged by ap- 
prentices and alSftants. A Mr Pollock in Paillry availed 
htmfclf of tkefe communications, and laid the foundation 
of the well cftablilhed manufacture of thread, which har 
ever fince been carried on in that town From that time 
the women in this neighbourhood have continued to 
pra&ife the fpioaing of fine yarn*, which they difpofed 
of to the Pailley manufacturers.” 

APPENDIX No* H. 

Chrifiian . c haw was married to a Mr. Miller, the panlb 
minifter of Kilmaurs, about the year 1718 The follow- 
ing quotation from Mr. Alex. Millar’s ftatiftical account • 
of the Parilh of Kilmaurs fpeak* of Chi. Ilian Shaw’s- 
hulband, 94 A difpofition to fccede from the cftablilhed 
ehurch hath long fubfided among the Inhabitants of 
Kilmaurs ; and this difpofition wa$ firil excited by the 
following circumftance. Abort the year 1712, Mr. Hugh 
Thomfon, then mimfter of this partlh, demftted, upon, 
the cxpe&ation of being called to Stewarton, but was 
k>mehow difappoiuted * and either his pride would not 
permit him to folicit a re-ad million, or a majority of the 
people, difobliged with his giving them up, refilled it. 
He reti ed to a fmall propeity of his own in the parilh^ 
and on Sabbaths preached fometimes at his own fire-iide, 
and fometimes from a tent in the fields, to as many off 
bis trends as would hear him. Five or fix years elapfed 
before another reimfter was ele&ed $ during which time 
Mr Thomfon had frequent opportunities of reconciling 
kimfelf to many of his former congregation After Mr., 
Miller was chofen and ordained, Mr. Thomfon ftill con* 
tinued to preach in his own barn, or in the fields, to m 
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flteuy'w were Willing to heai^him Tndonftrfnf^ Srhtd& 1 
always attends the multitude, difpofed fume to go on** 
way and fome another; dirc&ed by, humour* local con* 
▼enience, or the influence of on# upon another, they at* 
tended fometimes Mr Miller, at other times Mr. Thomfon/ 
Chrittian Shawls hufband came to pay his friends a vi* 
fit at BargSrron, fometime before the year fcyayv iwhew 
he took badly and dued there, and was buried in Erfkioo/ 
Church He was uairer Tally lamented by his pariihioiiers*! 
great numbers of whom attended his Funeral. After bio< 
death Chrittian Shaw and her. family came and refidec^uai 
Bprgarron. Mr. Semple in his Hiftory of. Renfrew ftyatl 
About the year 1725, the making of white (ticking^ 
thread was introduced into the weft country by Mrs.- 
Miller of Bargarran, who, very much to hr r own honour*, 
imported a twill or thread miln# and other neceflaryu ten* 
fils from Holland, and canied on a fmaM manufacture in 
her own family ” The Editor few on the *oth May* 
4809, a William Jamicfois an old man, who told hi m> 
that he had wrought three years and a half, on tho 
original thread milu at Bargarran, that he came to Bargar*, 
ran in the year » 743 , and at that time none of the family* 
of Bargarran was alive, but old M»-i . haw, Jean Shaw* 
(the old fitter,) and Mr* Fcrguffou her huibamd, nho 
was factor to Lord Blantyrc. 

APPENDIX No. I. 

Mr Robert Wodrow, Minifler at E a ft wood, in ht# 
Hiftory of the fuffrrings of the Church of Gotland* 
from the reftoration to the Revolution, vol I. ppend ; 
to Book ad No 11th, in William; Sutherland’s l)ccla. 
ration and I’ xa mi nation, there is mention made of a per- 
fon being executed for a Witch about the year 1661* 
Wdliam Sutherland fays, *• I beiag come of poor parent# 
in Strathnavcr, (the wildeft part ot theSorth Highland*) 
who were not able to keep me, t was hired with a.maftcr* 
Oho feat me to bring back a horfc that Colonel Morgan*# 
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■ farty had taken from bun : which party T followed tiff 
the enemy fell betwixt me and home, and being afraid to * 

f o back* and having a dtfire to learn the Lowland Tongue* 
c«4ne alongft tn a fad condition with the (aid party, 
till Icame to Spey fide, where I herded cattle for a year 
in the parifh of Boharm, at a place called the New kirk; 
from thence 1 came to the panfh of Fyvie in Buchan* 
where i herded cattle for another year ; from that place 
] came to tke bridge of Stifling, where I followed the 
fame employment a third year, which war the year the 
king came home ; (1660) and from thence I came ro 
Paifley, where, after herding cattle a fourth year, 1 fell 
io extreme want, and that by the reafon, the matter 
whom 1 ferved being owing to one of the bailies, called 
John Were*, the bailie f*iz*d upon my matter's Goods, 
lo that he ran away, and 1 loft my fee, and was engaged 
by the counfel of lome honeft men, from that fci ipture, 
Jvjfcr not a Wit$h to live % to execute a Witch, and to- 
cleanfc chimney- heads, when by 1 gained fomewhat for 
livelihood ; and having a miad to learn to read, 1 bought 
a quettion book, but finding the people there to fear at 
my company, fo that none would give me a leflon, I cam« 
from Patfley to Irvine, about five years fince,” fcc that 
' it five years before 1666, which makes it to be 1661 the 
time he was in Paifley. 

Mr. Burn, in the Chronological part of his Engl'fh 
Dictionary, under the article Paifley, fays, That five 
women were burned there for witchcraft, anno 1667, 

1 fuppofe this a miftake as 1 can find n# hittorical account 
for this. Hugo Ainot Efq; fays, 41 For fome time after' 
the rtttoration, the records of Privy Council are in 
manner engrojTcd with .commiflions to take trial of witches* 
There is an inftance of the council, at one fedcrunt, 
granting fourteen feperate commiflions to take trial of 
witches. Records of Privy Council, November 7. 1661. 
January 23. 1662/' 1 intend at fome future peiiod t<K 

mitM c this of Mi, Burn’s* and w bat Mr. Stmplc fay? 
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Concerning the burning of the Witches, on the Galloif* 
green of Paifley, in his iiiltory of Rcnfi evrfhire. 

APPENDIX No K. 

Having fhevrn how the laws and pra&Ice of this country f 
concerning witchcraft, flood before A. D. *73^* 
it is certainly neccfTary to let the Public fee 
the law is at prefent on witchcraft. 

annononq; i 

GEORGIl II. Retfs* 173 & 

Cap. V. 

A* AA to repeal the ftatutc made in the firft year of the 
Reign of King James rhe firft, intituled. An d3 
againjl Conjuration* Witchcraft » and dealing with 
evil and wicked Spirit t* except fo much thereof as 
repeals an A& of the fifth year of the Reign of Queen 
Ehfabeth, Againft Conjurations, Inc bant mints* and 
Witchcrafts , and to repeal an Ad paflld in the Pan- 
liament of Scotland ia the nint^Parliament of Queen 
Mary, intituled, Anentis Witchcrafts , and for pu- 
njfhing fuch perfons as pretend to exercife or ufc 
any kind of Witchcraft, Sorcery, Inchaa uncut, on 
Conjuration. . i 

Be it enaQed by the King’s moft Excellent Majeftyi 
by and with the advice and confont of the Lord’s Spirit 
tual and temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Partial 
meat aflembled, and by the authority of the fame, thill 
the ftatute made in the firft year ot the Reign of King 
James the firft, intituled, An A3 again f Conjuration j 
Witchcraft , and dealing with evil and wicked Spirits § 
Qia 11> from the twenty -fourth day of June nextj be 
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pealed and utterly void and of none elfe& (except 6* 
ipucb thereof as repeals the ifatute made in the filth year 
of the Reign of Queen Elifabeth, intituled, An A& 
CanjuratUm, Incban'ments , and Witchcrafts .) 

11. And be it further ena&ed by the- authority fore, 
faid, that from and after the faid twenty-fourth day of 
June, the puffed in the Parliament of Scotland ia 
the ninth Parliament of Queen Mary, intituled, Anenllt 
Witchcrafts , (halt be an<f is hereby repealed. 

Ill And be it further ena&ed, that from and after 
the fajd twenty-fourth day of June, no Profccution, Suit, 

; Proceeding, fhall be commenced or earned cm againft 
y perfon or perfon s for Witchcraft, Sorcery, Inchant* 
ment, or Conjuration, or for charging another with any* 
fuch offence, in any Court whatforver in Great Btitai&fh 
IV. And for the more effectual preventing and punifl** 
irtg any pretences to fuch arts or powers as are before- 
nuntioaed, whereby ignoraat perfons are frequently de- 
luded and defrauded; be if further enacted by the 
authority aforrfaid, that if any perfon fhall, fiorA and' 
after the faid twenty fourth day : of June, pretend to 
cxeroife or ufe any kind of Witchcraft, Sorcery, In- 
chantment, or Conjuration, of Undertake to tell fortunes, 
or pretend from his or her fk ill or knowledge in an f 
occuk or crafty fcience to difeover where ot iff what 
manner any Goods or Chattels, fuppofed Jto have bees 
ftolen or loft, may be found ; every perfon'fo offending, 
being thereof lawlally convicted on indi&irieiit or inform- 
ation in that part of Great Britain called England, or o» 
indidmtnt or libel in* thrft part of Great Britain called 
fcatlmnd, fhall for every fuch offence fuffer imprifoament 
by the fpace of one whole year without Bail or Maim- 
prise, and once ia every quarter of the faid year, ia 
tome market Town of the proper County, upon the 
market day, there Hand openly on the Pillory for the 
fpace of one bout, and alfo fhall (if the Court by which 
fu^h judgement (hall be given, (hall think fit) be obliged 
t? give tardies for hi* or her good behaviour, in fuch 

Digitized by Google 



•funj, and for fuch. time, as, the fa?d Court (hall judgfc 
proper, according tp the circumltances of the oftcncei 
and in fitch cafe (hall be farther impraioned until fuck 
.furttics be given. 

APPENDIX No. L. 


flugo Arnot Efq: in his collection of celebrated Cn# 
^ninal Trials in Scot and, .when fpraking of the above 
A& fays. 4 * Locke had written upon government, 
Fletcher had been a patriot fUtefman, B dingbroke had 
been a minitter in the auguftan age of Queen \nne, ere 
this fyftem of legal murder and torture wa* abolifhed. 
This was an honour which the tardy humanity of their 
countrymen referved, almoft to the middle of the prelent 
.ctntuiy*, for Mr. Conduit, A 4 derman Hcathcote, and 
Mr. CrolTe. Thcfe gentlemen brought a bill in.to the 
Houfe of Commons, which was paffed into a law, repeal- 
ing the former Ifatutes againft witchcraft, Scot* as well 
is Englifh. and difeharging profecution* for that crime, 
or for accufing others of that offence. On the enaCl- 
ment of this ttatute vanished all thofe imiginwy powers* 
,fo abfurdly attributed to women oppreffed with age and 
poyertv. 

vVhilewe refleCl upon the blind and barbarous fnper- 
itition of our apeeftors. while we bdtow the tribute of 
appl ufc on. thofe humane and liberal fenato^g who intro- 
duced this 4 aw, we cannot help lamenting that a fe^ 
among us looks upon the abolition of the penal ftatutes 
againft witchcraft not only as an evil, but a fin. The 
fecedcrs publilhed an acl of *heir afTociate prefb tery at 1 
Edinburgh, A« D 174 $ This a& f was rt printed at 
Glafgow fo late as the year 1766. In it there is con- 
stained the annual confejjion Jins y which to this day they 
read from the pu'p 1 Among the fins uauoaal and 

• Eighceenrh Crntury. 

f A& for renewing the C vcnanc , p. 16. a;. J4, : 

| t'iintca ui 
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jxrfonal c^nfcfTcd, are the afl of' Queen Anne 9 * 
parliament for tolerating the f p< {copal religion in Scot- 
ia i'd, tht *61 for' adjourning tl e Court of Scifion during, 
the Chrifln as holidays ; as alfo the penal ftatutcs againft 
Pitches have been repealtd by parliament^ contrary to. 
the exprtfs law of Gt>d V (Exod. xx^i. 18. ) “ The fe- 
ceders comprehend a very large body of the populate, 
in ccotiauu.** . * 

APPENDIX No. M. 

Havine: got my hands on an old folio volume of ads of 
ti e General Aflembly of the Kirk of Scotland* 
whuh were p*fled between the years 16*9, and 
1649. The following extracts are curiuus. 

I fee in the year 1640. the G< neral Aflemhly paffed 
an Acf again (l Witches and Charmers as follows, “ The 
/'flembly ordaines all Miniders within the kingdome, 
carefully to take notice of Charmers, Witches, and 
ail Tilth abufers of the people, and to urge the A&a 
x ol Parliament to be executed againft them; and tl at 
the Com miffioners from the Aflembly to the Parliament, 
(hall recommend to the faid fupreme judiVatoty, the care 
of the execution of the lawes againft tuch persons in the 
mod hchoovefull way.” Alfo 5th. Aug. 1642, ** Thg 
Aflemhly doe therefore ordain all Prefbytcnes to give to 
the Juliue, the names of the Adulterers, iuce/luoug 
pe: foils, Witches, and Sorcerers, and others, guilty of 
inch grofle and fear full fins within their bounds, /that 
tliey may be procefled and puniflievi according to the 
Law* of this kingdome ; and that the Prcfbyteries ami 
hynods he ca e nil herein, as they will anfwtt to the 
General Aflemblies, & c. alfo S<fs. nit. Aug. 19. 1643* 

) find overtures anent Witchcraft, and Charming, &c. 
which occupy a page and a half and beginning with, 
the abundance and iuertafe of the tin of Witchcraft* 
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ik'd! the fottfc sue? degrees of it in thVtrine #f Reform*/* 
tton, is to be taken to heart by this reverend Aflkmbly, 
who would to that end confider,” Ac. and ending with* 
•* 1 be fins aforefaid of Witchcraft,, Charming, and con* 
falling with Witches, or Charmers, and foch like wicked* 
ncfs, may be tried, retrained, and condignely cenfurcd 
and punilked ecclefiaftically and civally,” and in the year 
1649 there is a “Com million for a conference of Minifttrs, 
Lawyers, and.Phyfitians, concerning the tryal and* pu* 
nilkment of Witchcraft, Charming, and Confulting” and 
runs thus. The General Affembly taking to their ferious 
confideration the growth of the fins of Witchcraft, Charm* 
ing, and' Confuting, notwithftanding the frequent 
recommendations for retraining thereof; and remembering 
that the General Affembly 1647, did propofe a good 
way for the tryall and punilhment of thcfc finncs, by 
appointing conferances with fome Mi niters, Lawyers, 
and Phyfitians in that matter which hath never yet taken 
effed ; therefore the Affembly doth, appoint Maters, 
Robert Dowglas, Robert Blair, Mungo Law, jamea 
Hamilton, John Smith, Robert Traill, George Lefiie, 
Johp Hamilton, John Duncan, Samuel Rutherfooid, 
James Wood, John Levifton, James Gtithrie, Andre* 
Cant, David Caldcrwpod f John Moncrieff, Frederick 
Carmichael, James Durhame, Patrick Gillefpie, Robert 
Ker, Ephraim Melvill, Minifters*, to confider ferioufiy 
of that matter, and to confult and advife therein amongft 
themfelves, as alfo with 'mV Archibald Johnton of Wa- 
riilon. Clerk Regifter ; Mr. Thomas Nicolfon, his Ma* 

t itles Advocate; Mr. Alex. Peirfon, one of the ordinary 
ords of Seffion ; Sir Lewes Stewait, Mr. Ale*. Col v ill, 
and Mr. James Robertfon, Juftice deputes ; MefiV** 
Rodger Mowet, John Gilmoir, and John A Ni(bet, Law* , 
yers ; and with Dodors Sibbald, Cunninghame, and 
furves, Phyfitians, feverally or together as occafioft (hall 
4$er ; and the Aflcmbly earncUly requefts and confidently 

• See the Scots Worthies for an account of thcfc M aiders, 
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-ttorfe Umt$4 and judfcfoas X-m^yeN M| 
be forc« named, their bett endeavours and com 
emrenao with their brethren of the Miaiftrie for actoif* 
mad counfell herein, and for conference io the (aid matter* 
mad Ordaine the faid brethren to make report of the rdt 
(hit of their coniuJtations a»<f conferences from time ta) 
time as they make any confiderable ptogrefL to the Com* 
Ruffian ha * pufekek affaires, and the faid GommiiBon Audi 
make report ta the next General! AfTeraUy.” , 

. APPENDIX No. N. * 

« ’ * 
Upon Sunday the 28th of March 1697, after Sermon* 
intimation was made by Mr- Thomas Blackwell* 
the Miniffer, of a faft to be kept by the Congregation 
t*f Pai/ley tire trnfoihg Wcdntfdayv the Caufes 
whereof Ore brio w. 

Mjr friends, we have been preaching of CBrift to you* 
We are now aBbut to Apeak of the Devil to you, the 
treated enemv that out Lord and his kingdom Hath in' 
Ine world. *Tne thing f am about to intimate to you il 
this, ihe members of the Prtfbycery having raked to 
their confideration hdw much Satan doth rage in thefe 
bounds, and which is indeed very lamentable in ouf 
Bounds, and in ours only They Have thought fit to ap- 
point a day of fading and humiliation, that fb he who 
is the Lyon of the tribe" of Judah, may appear with 
j>o\*er againfl him who is the angel of the bottomlefs pit, 
and throw him down, who is how come out in grea^ 
wrath; O! that it may be becaufe his time is fhort. ( 
As to the caufes of the fall', l fhall but hirtt a fet# 
things to you, the thing being fo well known in th£r 
bounds, the rrefhytery did not think it needful to br 
any way large or formal in drawing up of caufes ; how£ 
ever, l may fay in the firil place, the caufes of Our pte* 
ceding f falt * remain yet not fufficiehtly mourned ovet^ 

* THirwa* at leaft thefrfcond fafi kept on ChriOwn ShiwYaecosst, 
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fcnTiat'tfc Wgfr J? ad ria-'dtltfei* c*afc#bae tlfcfe; ’#* 

lav* ground to obferVe riribre fait* thato cme &f two. * 
1 But pet a lit'tlfe more clofe to the purpofe. Ptrft* &*<* 
tan is greatly raging in our bound* r he hath ift all pro* 
lability enjoyed long and old ftoek of fabjeds* eyciH 
among the hearers of the gofpel ; it may be,fa»fte of them* 
•re hearing me juft nc>\y, confpknce being beft judge itf 
Aat matter, and now he hath come that length, no 
ddubt, being permitted of God, that his power is not 
' tar ly to be perceived in keeping many hearts from doling 1 
With Chrtft, but alfo in tormenting a family e*tr* ordinal 
kv Our bounds, fo that it is- known to be the Devil and 
"#nd‘ hi* iti&rifrfterite, and none dfe, therefore Satan who 
In ragifig, add who hath gotten manjr in all probability t# 
devote themfelvea foul arid body to him. 

m . \ * - . + ’ - - jir . 

Again, 2dty* There is the nftpenitttoef and obfti&acjfr 
of pet fon* fuppofed upon Wany accounts 1 truly vflb bd 
guilty, their edntinoirig obftinate, arid tmpwifteftt, and 
fefuftng to coftfefs guilt in that matter, -that God \Vhoi 
bath the power of confeienfce, by the power aif bis fpitft* 
In the ufe of other lawful rireahs’ for the finding dut of 
#ie truth, may make thefc ifteans rfie&ttal, and tnajr wirf 
in upon their consciences to make them eonhrftgilHt. 

' Jdly, The great affi Cfion of that poor child (Chrfftfatf 
Shaw,) and* that family in whom fhe iafb nearly iaterefted# 
none of us knows her affliction, and her father’s, fo as 
it is in itfj|lf. It is eafy to look upon one fo tormented as 
(he is, be What it would be if Were fo tormented our* 
felves, or yet any one in our family. Wo would remem* 
ber them that are in bonds as bound with them, and 
therefore our petition^ have a fpecialjrefpeCk to them of 
that family, that is fet up as beacon on the top of a 
mountain for all t$ take warning. , r 

Again, in the fourth place. Another reafott it, the 
my f .Lerioufnef& and difficulty of the procefs of Witchcraft, 
fo that it is the procefs of all others, that requires molt 
prudence, folidity, and feveral other things, te name 
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ttfiicfc, may bf you would not undtrffattd me ? bvft Ta # 
word* it requires mach of the prefeoce of the fpirit of 
God to guide the Judges, and work upon the conferences 
of the Pannels, that fo the truth may be found out, and 
judgement accordingly execute $ thus we offer fever a I 
reafont why it is M^gflsry for U9 to ebfenre a day of firiW. 
iog and humHiatiiffi^iG^e^pd 

And'now myfriend*7a!M add ta, this in the firft places 
I am fure mini fieri, ana I am fure the godly ate called to 
he very importunate with God in this matter. Would ye 
know, my friends, why we pi?ach in vain to them that 
have devoted themfclves to the devil, it is that that 
makes the gofpel fo barren, and who knows, but in thin 
•congregation, there be many, who may have thefe many 
years hence been under vows to Satan, and as for yon 
that are the people of God, ye pray in vain for the fuc* 
<cefs of the gofpel to them, for till once they be brought 
to fee the evil. of their fin, and to be convinced of the 
evil thereof, and to lothe themfelves upon account of the 
feme, neither will the gofpel, nor your prayers do them 
any good, fo it is the minifteta and people of God’s duty* 
and intereft, not only to. pray that God would find ont 
the guilty among thefe that are apprehended, but that 
God would-difcover all others that are guilty, and whQ 
ere not apprehended, that the kingdom of Chrift may 
#ua and be glorified, and the kingdom of Satan dc&roycdt 
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